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ABOUT THE BOOK
Sixteen-year-old Beckan and her friends are the only fairies brave enough to stay in Ferrum when war breaks out. 
Now there is tension between the immortal fairies, the subterranean gnomes, and the Tightropers sent to liberate the 
fairies. In order to earn money and buy food, Beckan and her friends turn tricks for the gnomes—a risky proposition, 
as gnomes are known for eating fairies, leaving them alive yet still feeling the pain of their devoured limbs. And as the 
fairies venture into this underworld, they find themselves tentatively forming unlikely friendships with the gnomes 
themselves.

When Beckan meets Piccolo, a Tightroper, he joins their circle and introduces them all to his vision for the future of 
Ferrum, and soon these teens—from opposing sides of the war—find themselves united by a common goal. However, 
there is more to Piccolo and his plans than Beckan realizes, and she soon finds herself caught between her loyalty to  
her friends, her desire for peace, and a love she never expected.

This is a book about family, a book about war, a book about what it means to truly love.

ABOUT THIS GUIDE
This guide contains discussion questions designed to spark conversation about themes and ideas raised by this novel.
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1. Discuss the opening line of the novel, “Once upon a time . . .” What expectations do you immediately 
have upon seeing this phrase? Why do you think the author chose to begin the novel this way?

2. Discuss the choice of the narrator, Scrap. When did you come to realize that the book was being written 
by Scrap? Why is this not made clear from the beginning? How might the book have been different if it 
had been in the voice of Beckan or Josha?

3. Throughout the novel, Beckan is romantically linked with Josha, Piccolo, Tier, Rig, and Scrap. Which 
do you think is the best match for her and why?

4. Two essential characters, Beckan’s father and Cricket, are both present and absent throughout the 
novel. How do they help to develop the main characters?

5. Discuss the novel’s unusual structure. Why do you think the author chose this particular way of framing 
the story? What are some other ways that she may have structured the same material?

6. How did the illustrations contribute to your understanding of the story?

7. Examine each of the book scraps included in the story. How would the story be different if they were 
taken out?

8. Some of the scraps included in the book are excerpts from an imaginary book called Fiction Writing for 
Beginners! Given that Scrap believes he is writing history, not fiction, why do you suppose he includes 
them in his book?

9. Read E.E. Cummings’s poem, “somewhere i have never travelled, gladly beyond.” Where do you see 
themes and images from this poem throughout the novel?

10. The working title of this novel was Scrapbook, later changed to A History of Glitter and Blood. Discuss 
the two titles and what they each convey about the novel.

11. What was the tale that Scrap wanted to tell? Do you think that he succeeded in telling it?

12. Why is it important to record history? What is different between an oral and a written history? What 
kind of “history” does Scrap end up recording? Do you think his purpose would have been better 
served had he written something more traditional and factual? What does he in fact capture in this  
unusual history of glitter and blood?

13. Beckan says to Scrap, “This isn’t supposed to be a love story! History isn’t a love story.” Why isn’t  
history a love story, but instead a story of blood and war?

14. “Beckan had long thought of family as a concept so simple she could keep it in a jar in the bottom of her 
tote bag. She hadn’t known much at all about love and now she was in love with the concept of it, in love 
with hugging her boys and watching them hug each other, and she didn’t want to believe that it could 
really be so much more complicated than that.” Does the novel prove Beckan to be overly simplistic, or 
actually quite clear-eyed, about family and love?



DISCUSSION GUIDE

15. Discuss the relationship between power, politics, and sex in the novel. Which characters (or race) are 
the most powerful in the world of A History of Glitter and Blood and why?

16. Do you believe that the city of Ferrum can be rebuilt? What changes do Beckan and her friends notice 
when they return to Ferrum at the end of the novel, and do you think those changes will solve the issues 
of distrust and power inequality between the races? On a larger scale, what do you think is necessary in 
order to rebuild a city or region which has been torn apart by class or racial warfare?

17. What is your overall takeaway from A History of Glitter and Blood about war, occupied territories,  
and survival? What are the most successful coping techniques Beckan and her cohort use? Which  
seem to fail?

18. Discuss the tightropers’ saying, “Someone is looking out for you,” and how that sentiment is one of the 
most resonant themes throughout the novel.
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