
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• At the very beginning of the story, there is one book on the grass. At the end, there is a stack of six books. Why? 
• How does the setting for each character change from the first to the last page of their little book?
• What was the conflict, or problem to be solved in Open This Little Book?
• How did the characters solve it? 
• What do you notice about the size of the characters and the size of each of their books?
• What gift does Giant give to her friends?
• What do you think are the main themes of Open This Little Book?
• What other books can you think of that have the same types of characters as the main characters in Open This 

Little Book?

BOOK FORMAT DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
• What is a book jacket and what does it do?
• What is the purpose of the front jacket flap of the book?
• What is the purpose of the back jacket flap of the book? 
• What are endpapers of picture books, and what do they do? 
• Using Open This Little Book, what do you notice about the endpapers at the beginning at end of the book? 

Why do you think they are different?
• Using Open This Little Book, how is the summary different from what is written in the front inside flap? 

• Can you think of other books where reading, telling stories, and books are part of the main theme?    

• What book do you plan to read next?
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EXAMPLES:
The Grouchy Ladybug, Frog and Toad, The Tales of Peter Rabbit, Little Bear, Jack and the Beanstalk.

EXAMPLES:
Otto the Book Bear, The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris Lessmore, The Bear in the Book, 
The Reader, How Rocket Learned to Read, Rocket Writes a Story, and Bear Has a Story to Tell.
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Provide students with the following lists to help them complete the assignment.

Students should complete the assignment using the book for reference or from memory after a read-aloud.

Beginning Level

Intermediate Level

CHARACTERS:
Rabbit
Ladybug
Bear
Giant
Frog

BOOK TITLES:
Little Green Book
Little Yellow Book
Little Blue Book
Little Rainbow Book
Little Orange Book

SEQUENCING AND MAKING INFERENCES
Answer the following questions. Adapt to either beginning or intermediate level as indicated below.
• List the characters in order by size, from smallest to biggest.
• List the books in order by size, from biggest to smallest.
• Who has the biggest book?
• Who has the smallest book?
• Who opens the Little Red Book?
• Name the title of the book where each character is found.
• Identify the clues on the covers of each book that hint at which character will be inside.

What item can you connect to each character at the beginning of their story?

What item can you connect to each character at the end of their story? 

Connect the characters that trade their items with each other.

Rabbit
Ladybug
Bear
Frog

Ladybug
Rabbit
Frog
Bear

Bear
Frog
Rabbit
Ladybug

Top hat
Umbrella         
Pocket watch             
Teacup

Top hat
Umbrella
Teacup
Pocket watch

Ladybug
Frog
Bear
Rabbit

MATCHING
Connect the character to the book they open and close.
Frog
Bear
Ladybug
Rabbit
Giant

Little Orange Book
Little Green Book
Little Ranbow Book
Little Blue Book
Little Yellow Book



Ladybug
Frog
Rabbit                                  
Bear
Giant
Teapot
Cat
Squirrel
Teacup on a necklace

Honeycomb
Spider
Owl
Handkerchief
Butterfly
Monkey
Umbrella
Snake
Bowl of Snacks

Pocket Watch
Duck
Mouse
Goat
Parrot
Eye Glasses
Bird Nest
Two Dragonflies
Top Hat

Ask students to identify and list the animals, insects and objects found in the picture without the help of a word 
bank. Variations of the answers that still correctly identify the items are acceptable. Make photocopies of the page 
and ask students to circle and label each item: A for Animal, I for insect, O for object.

Intermediate Level

ANSWERS:

20 animals: Frog, Rabbit , Bear, Giant , Cat , Squirrel, Snail, Owl, Goat , Giraffe, Monkey, Snake, Duck, 
Mouse, Alligator, Parrot , Bluebird, Bird in a nest , Boy, Girl

5 insects: Ladybug, Spider, Butterfly, two Dragonflies

14 objects: Top Hat , Pocket Watch, Umbrella, Teacup on necklace, Spider Web, Glasses, Handkerchief, 
Honeycomb, Glasses, Bowl of snacks, two teacups, Teapot , Bird nest

PICTURE SEARCH AND CATEGORIZE
List the animals, insects and objects found in the tree library illustration at the end of Open This Little Book.

Provide the following word bank to the class, and ask students to categorize each item under one of the three 
headings after they’ve located each item in the picture: Animals, Insects, Objects.

Beginning Level
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GROUP WORK ACTIVITIES

Destination Imagination:

Break the class into groups and assign each one of the following characters: Ladybug, Frog, Rabbit, Bear, and 
Giant. Have them create a background story that leads up to when that character opens up their little book. Have 
each group present their background story to the class orally.

Divide the class into groups and have each list as many books as they can that have the same types characters that 
are found in Open This Little Book. Set a time limit, and at the end of that time, have each group read their list. 
Count the number of books each group comes up with and reward the group with the most books listed.

Crafting The Background Story
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Selecting Picture Books Based on Color

Selecting Fiction Books Based on Prior Knowledge

Selecting Unfamiliar Fiction Books

Beginning Level

Intermediate Level

During the next class, have each student present their book and new cover to the class. After each presentation, 
ask for a show of hands of who would also like to read that book.

Break the class into groups and assign each one of the following characters: ladybugs, frogs, rabbits, bears, or 
giants. First, have the students make a list of books they already know that feature their assigned character. Next, 
have each group find these books in the library. Make sure each student has a book to check out.

Break the class into groups and assign each one of the following characters: ladybugs, frogs, rabbits, bears, or 
giants. Next, ask each student to use the computer catalog to find a fiction book that is new to him or her that 
features his or her assigned type of character. Have them check out that book.

Homework: Answer the following questions and design a different cover for the book checked out. These 
questions work for both selecting books based on prior knowledge and unfamiliar books.

• What type of character is your book about?
• What is the title of the book?
• What is the author’s name?
• What is the illustrator’s name?
• What is the book’s call number?
• What is the book’s genre (action, mystery, science fiction, fairy tale, etc.)
• What is the main character’s name? Is he or she a person, or an animal?

USING THE LIBRARY WITH INSPIRATION 
FROM OPEN THIS LITTLE BOOK

Break the class into groups and assign each one of the following colors: red, green, orange, yellow, or multi-
colored. Have the students go to the picture book section of the library and select a book with their assigned 
colored spine that they want to check out and take home.

Homework: Answer the following questions and design a different cover for the book checked out.

• What color is the book spine?
• What is the title of the book?
• What is the author’s name?
• What is the illustrator’s name?
• What is the main character’s name? Is he or she a person, or an animal?
• Where does the main character live?
• Does the main character have family or friends? Who are they?
• What is the main character’s big problem?
• How does the main character solve their problem?
• What was the most exciting part of the story?
• What was your favorite illustration?
• Would you recommend this book to your friends? Why or why not?
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USING THE LIBRARY (CONTINUED...)

Selecting Non-Fiction Books for Research

• Where does the main character live?
• Does the main character have family or friends? Who are they?
• What is the main character’s big problem?
• How does the main character solve their problem?
• What was the most exciting part of the story?
• If there are illustrations in the book, which one is your favorite?
• Would you recommend this book to your friends? Why or why not?
• Using your the answers to the above questions, write a synopsis of the story. You will present this to the class.

During the next class, have each student present their book and new cover to the class. After each presentation, 
ask for a show of hands of who would also like to read that book.

Break the class into groups and assign each one of the following topics: ladybugs, frogs, rabbits, bears, or giants.
Next, ask each group to use the computer catalog to find a non-fiction book about their assigned topic.
Have each group complete the following questions and present to the class.

• What is the topic of the book?
• What is the title of the book?
• What is the author’s name?
• What is the illustrator’s name?
• What is the book’s call number?
• Why did your group decide to select this book, instead of other non-fiction books on the same topic?
• What are five facts you learned about your topic?

EXAMPLE:

Sentence 1: Open This Little Book shows that reading books changes the way we view our world.

Sentence 2: This is shown by the fact that each time a character opens another book, he or she makes a 
new friend.

Sentence 3: When the characters close their books, they share their item with another character, which 
shows that you get something you didn’t have before you read the book.

Sentence 4: Finally, the illustrations at the end of each of the little books show that the character’s 
environments have changed and have become more colorful because they read.

Sentence 5: For all these reasons, it is true that Open This Little Book’s message is that books change the 
way we view the world around us.

WRITING EXERCISE PROMPTS
• What can you connect from Open This Little Book to your own life?
• Write a summary of the plot of Open This Little Book.
• Write 5 sentences that prove a theme (or lesson) of Open This Little Book. The first sentence is the topic 

sentence. Sentences 2-4 give examples that support the topic sentence. Sentence 5 restates the interpretation 
of what the theme or lesson of the book is. 
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Use a number word to answer each of the following questions.

NUMBERS
• How many characters are in the illustration inside the Little Red Book?
• How many characters are in the illustration inside the Little Green Book?
• How many characters are in the illustration inside the Little Orange Book?
• How many characters are in the illustration inside the Little Yellow Book?
• How many characters are in the illustration inside the Little Blue Book?
• How many characters are in the illustration inside the Little Rainbow Book?
• How many total characters are inside Open This Little Book? *Hint, who opens the Little Red Book?
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Debut author Jesse Klausmeier and master book-creator Suzy Lee have combined their creative visions to 
celebrate the power of books and friendship. Together they have created a book of startling imagination that 
is not only an entertaining and interactive read for the very youngest reader, but also a stunning showcase of 
design that will delight even the most sophisticated book enthusiast. Picture book lovers of every age are sure 
to open this book again and again . . . and again and again.
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and her work at www.suzyleebooks.com.
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in Los Angeles prior to moving to New York City where she now works in children’s book 
publishing. This is her first book. Visit her online at www.jesseklausmeier.com.

ABOUT THE BOOK
What will you find when you 

open this book? 

A fun story?  
Sweet characters? 

LIVELY PICTURES?  
Yes—and so much more!

Open this little book  

and you will find . . .  

another book.   
And another.  

AND ANOTHER.   
Where will all these books take you?  

OPEN THIS L ITTLE  BOOK  
to find out.
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PRAISE FOR OPEN THIS LITTLE BOOK

★ “A  thoughtful package of interwoven beginnings and connected endings.”
—School Library Journal, starred review

★  “A delightful and timely homage to reading and, more, to books themselves.”
—Kirkus Reviews, starred review

“Exemplifies  the heights a picture book can achieve.”
—Shelf Awareness for Readers

“A marvel of ingenuity. . . about the joy of books.”
—Library Media Connection
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