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Abigail BrownAbigail Brown

new baby nest card MODERATE

easy to multiply if you want to send a birth announcement to many
recipients. The vintage-inspired papers and fabrics feel warm and
familiar—the perfect materials to adorn such a happy message. Hand-
stitching lends an inviting, homemade touch, and a puffy cumulus
cloud carries the dreamy news of baby’s arrival! Handwrite your
message, or keep it assembly-line simple by using rubber stamps.

how to:
1 Cut out the front of the card.

Start with a blank folded card; this is Card 1. Use your ruler, utility knife, and

cutting mat to cut out a second piece of card stock the exact same size as Card 

1 folded in half. This is Card 2, on which you will adhere your design (Figure 1).

2 Trace the birds, nest, cloud, and leaves.
Using a pencil and tracing paper, trace the Nest, Cloud, Mama Bird

(including the Wing and Tail Feather), Baby Bird, and Leaf stencils pro-

vided. Lay the tracing paper shapes over your collage papers and fabrics.

In the example on page 94, we used fabric for leaves and one of the tail

feathers, and paper for the other shapes. Trace the shapes more than once 

if you would like more than one to work with. 

you’ll need
41/2 x 61/4" folded card

Ruler

Utility knife 

Cutting mat, or a magazine

5 x 7" piece of card stock

Pencil

81/2 x 11" sheet of tracing paper

Nest Card stencils 

6 scraps of colored or patterned text-
weight paper, approximately 4 x 4"

3 to 4 scraps of fabric, approximately 
3 x 3"

Scissors

Rubber-stamp alphabet kit 

Ink pad 

Glue stick

Needle

Three to four 12" pieces of thread in 
various colors
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3 Cut out the shapes.
Cut out the pieces using scissors or a utility knife and cutting mat (Figure 2). Don’t

worry too much about following the lines exactly; imperfections add character!

4 Stamp your message on the cloud, and attach the shapes
to the card.
Using your rubber-stamp alphabet kit and ink pad, stamp your message

on the cloud (Figure 3). Arrange the shapes on Card 2. Once you’re happy 

with the arrangement, apply glue to the back of each piece, and press 

down fi rmly (Figure 4). 

5 Stitch the legs, nest, leaves, and feathers.
Add details to the nest, leaves, and birds by stitching through the card 

using a needle and thread (see Simple Sewing, page 137) (Figure 5). In this 

example, we added a few stitches to the mama bird’s chest, wings, and tail

and gave her two stitched legs. We also added stitches to the nest and the

center of each leaf.

6 Make the birds’ eyes and add other details.
Add extra details by pricking your needle through Card 2 to make small 

holes for the birds’ eyes (Figure 5). Add pricked holes in other places as

you see fi t to lend more texture to the card.

7 Glue the cards together.
Glue Card 2 to the front of Card 1, aligning the edges (Figure 6). If neces-

sary, use your ruler, utility knife, and cutting mat to trim the edges of the

card so that the two cards align. Lay the card fl at, and allow it to dry for at

least 30 minutes. We suggest putting a heavy book on top to fl atten it as

the glue dries.
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variations:
New baby girl, boy, twins (or more!). Alter the color palette to signify a girl

or a boy, and change the message accordingly. For multiple babies, add an extra

baby bird to the nest.

New nest! To congratulate a friend on a new home, follow all the instructions 

but leave out the baby bird. If the friends are a couple, cut out a second adult

bird and place the two birds in the nest together (see Lovebirds below).

Lovebirds. Leave out the baby bird and add a second adult bird, touching beaks 

with the fi rst bird. Cut out a small heart shape, and glue it above the two birds. 

Design your own. Using the same materials and techniques, cut out freehand

shapes to make your own design. An ice cream cone, layer cake, and doughnut

(with stitched sprinkles!) are all easy to make and lend themselves perfectly to 

this technique—as well as to a variety of occasions.

Name: 

Abigail Brown 
Location:  London, United Kingdom

How did you get into crafting and/or 
card making? I grew up spending days 

on end with my grandma, who was a hard-

working seamstress. From an early age, 

I found a lot of fun in snipping, sticking, 

sewing, and general mess-making. 

What is your favorite medium? Fabric 

and stitch. 

What is the most memorable card 
you’ve ever received (or sent)? An art-

ist friend gave me the most beautiful card, 

a really lovely design of hers that she had 

printed. But what was truly memorable was 

the message, assuring me that our some-

times-criticized artistic path was the right 

one. It was one of the most beautiful and 

inspiring things I have ever received. 

What is your favorite card-sending 
occasion? Random occasions—I like get-

ting surprises in the post!

What is the one crafting tool you 
can’t live without? Sewing machine. 

What things most inspire your work? 
Many of the fabulous children’s book 

illustrators working today. Mostly art that 

is pictorial, and in some cases naive and 

childlike, like someone’s mind spilled over 

onto paper. 

What Web site is your favorite source 
of inspiration? 
http://printpattern.blogspot.com.

Where can we find you on the Web? 
www.abigailbrown.etsy.com, 

www.myspace.com/abigailbrownscreatures, 

and www.abigail-brown.co.uk.
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