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/ Variations.
In addition to the twenty paper mobiles offered in Mobile Art, we want to give you 
some ideas for creating your own mobiles based on the designs. This is where you 
can get really creative! 

The first step in creating some of your own mobiles using the designs in this book 
is to make a template for all the shapes you want to use. There are three simple 
ways to do this:

1.  Cut out the desired pieces (or entire mobile) from the book and use those to 
trace around. If you want to make the paper mobiles in the book that use these 
paper shapes, then this is not the best way to make your templates, as tracing 
around sharp edges can accidentally damage a piece in the process. Instead, 
see the following options.

2.  Use tracing paper to trace the desired shapes from the book. Use a glue stick to 
attach the tracing paper to heavy card stock or thin cardboard. Let the glue dry 
completely, and then cut out the traced shapes. Now you have some easy-to-use 
and more-durable templates.

3.  Place a sheet of quilter’s plastic template (see the ResouRces section in the book) over 
the shapes you want to use and trace around them with a felt-tipped pen. Then 
cut out the shapes from the plastic sheet. These are great if you are planning on 
using them repeatedly because they are very durable.

Now that you have your templates, the opportunities are endless. You can trace 
around them onto any lightweight, flat material that you can cut out and then make 
all kinds of mobiles. Here are some ideas:

Variation 1. Get creative with scrapbook paper. It comes in so many different 
patterns and colors—you can really have fun with these. Since most of these 
papers are one-sided, you’ll need to glue two pieces, wrong sides together, 
to get your own double-sided thick paper for mobiles. Again, the options are 
limitless: Glue two pieces of the same patterned paper together; glue two different 



patterned papers together; glue one patterned and one solid color paper together; 
or glue two different solid color papers together. Once the glue is completely 
dry, trace around the templates, cut them out, and arrange the pieces as you 
wish or follow one of our layout diagrams. Assemble and display following our 
instructions. 

Variation 2. Use felt! For this variation use stiffened felt (see the ResouRces section in 

the book), which comes in a limited number of colors but is the way to go for a quick 
and easy project. Add some pattern and color to the felt by stamping or drawing 
on it before cutting out your shapes—for example, try drawing little faces on the 
sheep in the Sleep Tight Sheep mobile. Another way to add details to the felt is to 
stitch or embroider on the cut-out shapes. 

Variation 3. This variation is a bit more involved, but the results are great. If you 
dabble in different types of crafting, chances are that you have some scraps of 
fabric lying around. Now here is your chance to use some of your scraps to make 
something beautiful. If you don’t have enough of one certain fabric for all the 
mobile pieces, that’s okay—mix them up a bit. You will also need some felt (you  
can use one color or as many as you like) and fusible web (see the ResouRces section in 

the book). 

With an iron, press your fabric to remove any wrinkles. Check the packaging of 
your fusible web for directions as to which side of the paper should be peeled 
off first (don’t peel it off). Place the paper, with the side that will peel off first, 
facedown on your table. Trace the full set of your template pieces onto the fusible 
web, making sure to turn the template pieces over so that the wrong sides of the 
pieces are face up. Roughly cut around the template shapes (extra fusible web will 
be trimmed later). Peel the paper off of one side of the fusible web and place the 
fusible web onto the wrong side of the fabric; it will stick lightly to the fabric. 

Next, cut neatly around the traced shapes, through both the fabric and fusible 
web. Peel the second side of paper off the fusible web and place each shape onto 
the felt. With an iron, press over each fabric piece to fuse it to the felt. Refer to 
the instructions that come with the fusible web for more detail on how to do this. 
After the fabric is fused to the felt, cut out the felt around the fabric shape. You 
now have fused fabric and felt pieces that can be used for a mobile. Arrange these 
pieces following the layout diagram or in your desired layout. It is best to assemble 
these pieces together with the tying method, since they are a bit heavier than the  
paper mobiles. There is no need to punch holes; just pull a threaded needle 
through each piece and tie off per the tying method instructions. Display however 
you like! 

Variation 4. Another idea is to create a banner or garland using the shapes from 
a particular mobile or mobiles. For example, cut out a bunch of the cupcakes 
from the Cupcakes mobile and a bunch of present boxes from the Pile of Presents 
mobile, using different scrapbook papers (see VaRiation 1). Lay them out in a straight 
line side by side, alternating the cupcake and present shapes. Tie the shapes 
together with thread, floss, or yarn, arranging the pieces so that they are equal 
intervals apart. Then hang the garland on a wall or over a doorway.


