
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Consider Earthling!’s opening panel of art. In what ways does this image help readers understand Bud’s emotional state at the 
beginning of the book? In what ways does it foreshadow the events that are to come?

2. In your opinion, what are the greatest obstacles of being a foreigner or newcomer to a different place? How does Bud handle this 
challenge? Have you ever been in a situation where you were the new person or had to interact with a newcomer? What did you 
learn from that experience?

3. For what reasons are Earthlings so feared by others at Cosmos Academy? What is it about humans that make them strike a chord 
of terror in other creatures? Is this fear justified? Why or why not?

4. In what ways are the lives of the aliens encountered by Bud at Cosmos Academy similar to ours? How are they different?

5. Given the events that transpire throughout the novel, how would you describe Bud? Do you find him to be a dynamic character? 
Is he the type of person you would want to befriend? Why or why not?

6. Consider the relationship between Jeremy and Gort. How would you characterize the interaction between these two characters, 
and how does it change over the course of the novel?

7. Consider the variety of settings for Earthling!. Name the three places you believe to be most important to the story. Using textual 
evidence from the book, explain why you find them to be significant to the overall story structure.

8. Describe Principal Lepton. In your opinion, is he a successful educator? Why or why not?  Given the loss of his brother, do  you feel 
he is justified in his fear and paranoia toward Earthlings?

9. Earthling! is told both through text and illustration;  how would the story be different without the art? In your opinion, would it 
make the story better or worse? Why?

10. What roles do the teachers in Earthling! play in the story? Do you find them to be of importance? Why or why not?

11. In what ways is the cover art represented symbolic for the events that transpire throughout the course of the book?

12. Using the phrase, “This is a story about…”supply five words to describe Earthling!. Explain your choices.

13. If you had an opportunity to visit another land or planet, would you do it? Why or why not? What would be the benefits of having 
such an experience?
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“A high-octane space adventure starring a lovable hero kids will quickly relate to. Earthing! is the 

perfect book for young readers!”   —JARRETT J. KROSOCZKA, creator of the bestselling Lunch Lady series
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ABOUT THE BOOK

Every kid worries about making friends at a new school, but when nine-year-old Bud accidentally 
catches the wrong bus and finds himself launched into deep space, new friends are the least of his 
problems! At Cosmos Academy, Bud learns that Earthlings are the most feared creatures in the galaxy, 
and even Earth’s location has been hidden! With the help of his new friend, Gort, Bud goes undercover 
as a Tenarian exchange student. Unfortunately that means everyone thinks he’s a pro at anti-gravity 
Zero-Ball (even though he’s really only a pro at watching sports). And with paranoid Principal Lepton 
threat ening to expel any Earthlings (into outer space) and only Gort’s hacked Blip computer to help 
them deter mine Earth’s co-ordinates, will Bud ever find his way home?
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This guide was created by Rose Brock, a teacher, school librarian, and doctoral candidate at Texas Woman’s 
University, specializing in children’s and young adult literature.

CLASSROOM EXTENSIONS
1. One of Fearing’s strengths as a writer and illustrator is his 

ability to offer richly descriptive and vividly detailed scenes. 
In small groups, have students add a scene to Earthling! 

and create either a digitally or manually illustrated graphic 
novel for their original scene. Using a digital comic strip 
creator (http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/Comix/ or  
http://infinitecomic.com/ for example), have students begin by 
using the strips to create story boards. Have students select 
original art, images, and graphics. Alternatively, students could 
assume the roles of two of the characters with each one’s 
personality and voice and have them interact with one another 
by creating an extension of a scene from the novel. As part of 
the evaluation component, consider panel size and number of 
panels, transitions and layouts, artwork, writing, and lettering.

2. At the beginning of Earthling! Bud and his father move to 
the Von Lunar Radio Telescope Lab at the University of New 
Mexico. Using the internet and other resources, have students 
research the following:

 o  What are space science and radio telescope laboratories?
 o  How are these labs funded?
 o  What are some of the types of current projects?
 o  What type of employment opportunities exist at such facilities?

After completing their research, have students create a visual 
presentation which illustrates their findings.

3. Considering Character—Create an “I AM” Poem 
The purpose of this strategy is to help students demonstrate knowl-
edge of a character from Earthling! by following written prompts 
to complete a poem about the individual.  Students can be given 
the prompts to follow on a worksheet or alternatively, students may 
create an original slideshow using PowerPoint or Movie Maker.

FIRST STANZA: 
I am (name the character) 
I wonder (something the character is actually curious about) 
I hear (an imaginary sound the character might hear) 
I see (an imaginary sight the character meet see) 
I want (something the character truly desires)

SECOND STANZA: 
I pretend (something the character actually pretends to do) 
I feel (a feeling about something imaginary) 
I touch (an imaginary touch) 
I worry (something that really bothers the character) 
I cry (something that makes the character very sad) 
I am (the first line of the poem repeated)

THIRD STANZA: 
I understand (something the character knows is true) 
I say (something that the character believes in) 
I dream (something the character might actually dream about) 
I try (something the character really make an effort about) 
I hope (something the character actually hopes for) 
I am (the first line of the poem repeated)


