
DIY OUTDOORINK QUILT STORAGE BAG
INSTRUCTIONS



TOOLS NEEDED

•Sewing Machine

•Thread

•Scissors

•Lighter

•Yarn Needle/Safety Pin/ Bodkin

•Smile



PREP WORK



STEP 1

•  Trim off a bit of the excess white space 
on your mesh fabric blank. You can start 
trimming about ¼” from where the pattern 
starts. There are guidelines printed on the 
mesh to help with this step. 



STEP 2

•  Orient the blank with the 49” long edge 
as the width and the pattern FACE UP, 
fold the blank in half so that the wrong 
side is out. You should now have a blank 
that is approximately 36” tall by 24.5” 
wide. 



STEP 3

• Pin/Clip around the edges of the folded blank to 
prepare for sewing. 

• NOTE: This mesh is slightly stretchy, so do your 
best to pin/clip in this PREP stage to keep the two 
layers together. Avoid pulling or tugging 
excessively when sewing to prevent 
stretching/deformation while creating your seams.



SEWING PART A: MAIN BAG

• The following guide uses a basic simple seam construction. The seams 
of this bag will not see much stress, and the mesh used is very resistant 
to fraying. The single simple seam will be satisfactorily strong for this 
application. If you are a more advanced gear maker, you may wish to 
finish the seams with a double roll hem or French seam.



STEP 4

• Starting on the 36” long edge, 
sew down a straight stitch 
using a ¼” seam allowance. 



STEP 4 CONTINUED



STEP 5

• Now, on the 24” short bottom edge, sew a 
straight stitch using a ¼” seam allowance, 
making sure to cross over the seam you 
sewed in step 4 to lock it in.



STEP 5 CONTINUED



• With your side and bottom seams now sewn in Part A, it is time to 
create the drawstring channel where the cordage will cinch up and 
close the top of your storage bag.

SEWING PART B: DRAWSTRING CHANNEL 



STEP 6

• Flip your bag right-side-out 
(Print Side Out), and get 
everything nice and flat.



STEP 7

• Starting at the side seam at the open top of your bag, roll 
the edge of the fabric over a ½” two times.  Make sure 
you are rolling the edge TOWARD the inside of the bag. 
This creates a double roll hem for the drawcord to pass 
through. 

• Note that this is the exact same procedure for making a 
drawcord channel on a stuff sack. It may help to pin/clip 
the rolled fabric as you go to make sure you get an even 
width on your hem.

• SEE FOLLOWING FIGURES 1-3 for a step by step look at 
the rolled hem.



FIGURE 1



FIGURE 2



FIGURE 3



STEP 8

• Start sewing about ¼” away from the side seam and be 
sure to lock your stitch. Stitch around the entire 
perimeter of the bag, leaving another ¼” on the other 
end of the side seam. 

• You should have a ½” space between where you started 
and stopped sewing the hem. This ½” opening will allow 
you to insert your drawcord through the channel.

• See Figures 3 and 4 for a detailed look at the rolled hem 
and the ½” opening for drawcord insertion.



FIGURE 4



FIGURE 5

• Close-up of the ½” 
gap created by 
starting and stopping 
your sewing ¼” from 
the long side seam.

½” space



•Now that the drawstring channel is 
completed, your bag is almost 
ready to fashionably hold your 
gear! 

FINISHING TOUCHES



STEP 9

• Using a yarn needle or safety pin, 
secure one end of the provided 
drawcord (black paracord). This will act 
as a bodkin to help thread the cord 
through the channel on your bag. 



STEP 10

• Thread the drawcord through 
the ½” opening in your 
storage sack and all the way 
around the channel you 
made, through to the other 
side of the opening. 



STEP 10 CONTINUED • Bodkin/Drawcord exiting ½” gap after passing through entire channel.



STEP 11

•Slide both ends of the cord 
through the provided 2 – 
hole bean cordlock. Thread 
the mitten hook onto one 
strand of the cord. 
•Tie a simple overhand knot 

to keep the cordlock from 
falling off. Melt cord ends 
with flame.



STEP 11 CONTINUED

•Mitten hook attachment 
and retaining knot with 
melted ends shown here.



FINISHED PRODUCT



FINISHED 
PRODUCT 

CONTINUED



CONGRATULATIONS!
You rock! Your bag is ready for proper uncompressed 

storage of your backpacking quilt, blanket, or other 
insulated gear. 


