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When not  tour-
ing open houses, I get my fix for design 
and dècor scouring local retailers for 
unique things that make a house a home. 
I love the small boutiques where indepen-
dent retailers make sure the merchandise 
mix includes special - one of a kind - finds.  
Like Porch in Carpinteria, where just last 
week I spied a special little lamp hand-
crafted (to my surprise) by local designer 
Hilary Nagler, the creative force behind 
Flea Market Rx. 

“I’d always been in design but never ac-
tually made anything,” she tells me in the 
tiny courtyard of her De La Vina Street 
studio. “I saw what people were doing on 
all these design blogs and kept thinking I 
could do that better.”

So she did, and today what started 
with a vintage lamp made from an agricul-
tural feeder sold at Punch on State Street, 
has morphed into a unique collection of 
lighting and home dècor.  All vintage in-
spired, much made from repurposed and 
reclaimed material.   She calls them mod-
ern heirlooms.  “I like to use traditional 
pieces in a non traditional way,” she says. 
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By Andrea Cambern

1. Part of the vintage inspired lighting designed and manufa-
tured by hand at Flea Market Rx. 2. Artisan Hilary Nagler in her 
downtown Santa Barbara studio where she creates made to 
order home dècor.  3, 4, & 5.Reclaimed materials, repurposed 
and reimagined materials used for the collection.
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Andrea Cambern is an award winning broadcast journalist 
and columnist based in Santa Barbara. A self-proclaimed 
houseaholic, who is addicted to designing and renovating 
homes, Andrea is also the producer and host of Open House 
TV, coming soon to www.newspress.com. 
Share your story ideas: andrea@thehouseaholic.com
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“Everything is a modern interpretation of 
something from the past.”

tDESIGN INSPIRATIONt
Nagler tells me her eye for design is part 

of her pedigree.  “The names Eames and 
Saarinen were thrown around so often in 
my home as a child that I thought they 
were friends of the family,” she laughs.   “I 
grew up with a great appreciation for classic 
20th century design.”

That appreciation lead Nagler to a 
design career that would include her own 
interior design firm, the creation of two 
on line companies and consulting jobs for 
brick and mortar stores interested in bring-
ing their brands to the web.  

But this native New Yorker longed for a 
better quality of life.   “I woke up one day 
and said ‘what am I doing here?’  I’ve eaten 
at Babbo, and worn Prada. I don’t have so 
much to prove,” she remembers. “I moved 
here for a kinder, gentler life and it was the 
best decision I ever made.”

tTHE PERFECT PATINAt
Today she and Brier Random, her Di-

rector of Operations (although she prefers 
to refer to him as go to guy, right hand 
man, genius) create all sorts of rustic mod-
ern lighting, decorative hardware and clever 
storage solutions in the courtyard and stu-

dio behind her tiny bungalow.  The pair has 
cooked up what they refer to as their “secret 
sauce” to achieve that perfect patina on new 
material meant to look like it has a bit of 
history. “I had never made anything in my 
life, I’m not a craftsy person, but I made 
that first light fixture and realized I had an 
affinity for it.”  “The fact that this came out 
of it is quite miraculous.”

Today Flea Market Rx made-to-order 
creations can be found at Porch, Plum 
Goods, Anthropologie, Urban Outfitters 
and on the web. 

tCREATIVE ENERGYt
Hilary Nagler is a ball of creative energy. 

Her enthusiasm and zest for life left me 
exhausted and inspired! She is emblematic 
of one of the things I like best about Santa 
Barbara - its creative culture.  A fabulously 
talented group of people quietly working to 
create amazing collections right here in our 
beautiful backyard.  From art and ironwork 
to textiles and tiles.  Originality oozes out 
of the most unexpected places.  Including 
a most charming  bungalow just off Bath 
Street in downtown Santa Barbara that 
suits a native New Yorker just fine.

“I love Santa Barbara, I’m never mov-
ing,” Nagler insists.  “It’s a beautiful life, a 
beautiful quality of life.”

Hand-finished patinas turn utilitarian dècor into artful pieces that pay tribute to the past.
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