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Complete Aquatics 
PF1000 & PF3000 Pressure Filter 
Installation Instructions & Owner’s Manual 

 
 
This pond pressure filter was carefully tested and certified to ensure safe and 
proper operating performance. Failure to follow the instructions and warning in 
this 
manual may result in filter damage or serious injury. Be sure to read and 
thoroughly understand before installing and operating your filter. Save this 
manual for future reference. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
1. These filters are designed to be used outdoors but can not be submerged 
under water or operated in freezing conditions (Refer to ‘WINTERIZING’) 
2. Do not plug-in or otherwise use this product if any parts appear to 
be damaged or operates abnormally. 
3. Make a "drip loop" on the electrical cord connecting the filter to the plug 
by letting a portion of the cord hang lower than either the filter or the 
plug. 
4. The plug from the ultra violet must be plugged into a 110 Volt electrical 
supply that is properly grounded. 
5. Always disconnect the plug from the electrical supply before any 
maintenance or trouble-shooting is performed. 
6. To avoid the UV bulb from overheating, switch it off when there is no water 
inside the filter. 
7. Avoid direct contact with the UV light which can be harmful to your 
eyes and skin. 
8. Back-flushing to clean the filter is easy. With one hand on each grey lever, 
gently push down towards ‘CLEAN’ while pulling up gently on the other grey 
lever. Let the water run through the cleaning cycle for approximately one 
minute or until the water coming out of the waist hose is clear. Then return the 
grey levers to ‘WORK’. 
9. The clear window on the top of the filter allows you to monitor easily and 
safely that the UV lamp is operating properly. 
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HOW DOES THE FILTER WORK? 
Stage 1 -Mechanical Filtration 
Water is pumped into the filter creating the necessary pressure to begin 
the mechanical filtration stage. There are two phases in the mechanical 
filtration stage-coarse and fine filtration. Each phase uses a specially 
designed foam sponge to effectively remove all sizes of unwanted debris 
Stage 2 -Biological Filtration 
The biological filtration stage begins when water reaches the bottom of the 
filter. This stage uses bio-balls media providing a habitat for beneficial 
bacteria to colonize. These bacteria naturally convert harmful ammonia 
and other wastes into healthy nitrates that fertilize aquatic plants and 
support a healthy pond environment 
Stage 3 – Ultra Violet Filtration 
The final filtering stage uses ultra violet light. As the water passes by the light 
the UV destroys planktonic algae on its way back to your pond. 
 
 
INSTALLATION 
1. Choose a level location to install the filter; place behind landscape plants or 
the filter can be buried in the ground up to the canister clip. (Figure 1). 
2. Install the three hose tail fittings to the filter. Connect tubing from your pump 
to the center hose tail fitting marked ‘IN’.  
3. Attach your discharge tubing that goes back to the pond to the hose tail 
fittings marked ‘OUT’.  
4. The last tubing that you will connect will be for the waste water when back 
flushing the filter. This tubing gets connected to the hose tail fitting marked 
‘DIRTY’ and should discharge into a nearby drain or in the landscape bed 
away from the pond.. Use stainless steel clamps to create a water tight seal at 
all of the tubing connections.  
5. First plug in your pump and then your new filter. Check for any water leaks. 
The correct functioning of the UV-C bulb is indicated through the clear window 
on the top of the filter (Figure 3). 
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MAINTENANCE 
Your filter is equipped with a color-coded pressure indicator located on the 
canister lid to let you know how well it is functioning. When your filter is 
operating effectively, the pressure indicator will display GREEN. If water flow 
rate through the filter drops, performance also declines and the pressure 
indicator will display RED. (Figure 3) 
Occasionally the filter sponges inside the canister may need cleaned and 
washed manually. With your pump switched off, unlatch the clip and remove 
the canister lid. Wash the filter sponges with clean tap water. The bio-balls 
should only be cleaned if they become clogged. Only use pond water to clean 
the bio-balls to preserve the beneficial bacteria and keep the filter biologically 
active. When reassembling the device, make sure the O-ring is correctly 
positioned to ensure a watertight seal (Figure 4). If the seal is out of place or 
missing there will be significant leakage when filter is operating. 
 
CHANGING THE UV BULB 
The efficiency of your UV bulb slowly decreases over time and may need to be 
replaced every year for best results. When planktonic algae proliferate in your 
pond, it’s usually an indication its time to replace the UV bulb.  
1. To replace bulb, first unplug the pump and bio-filter from the power source. 
Rotate the lid cover, until the arrows on the lid cover aim at the arrow on the 
ring holder (Figure 5). Remove the lid cover from the canister lid (Figure 6). 
Unscrew the UV light assembly counterclockwise and lift out (Figure 7). 
Allow UV light assembly and light bulb to cool and dry completely before 
handling. Once cool and dry, grip the base of the bulb with a dry cloth and 
gently pull the bulb from the assembly unit (do not pull on the bulb by gripping 
the grass (Figure 8). Slide new bulb into place until properly seated. Do not 
test UV light until the filter has been completely reassembled. 
Instructions for cleaning the glass quartz tube:  
Open the container lid; remove the central tube connected to the lid (Figure 9). 
Carefully extract the quartz tube, clean with a soft clothe and remove any 
calcareous deposits using vinegar. Then reassemble all the parts making sure 
that the o-rings and gaskets are correctly placed (Figure 10). 
 
WINTERIZING THE FILTER 
Filtering the pond is not required during winter months and necessary steps 
need to be done to ensure filter is not damaged during freezing conditions.  
1. Unplug your pump and filter from electrical source. 
2. Disconnect tubing from the three hose tails fittings. To continue to operate 
the pump, use a hose mender fitting to join together the tubing that connected 
to each the ‘IN’ and ‘OUT’ hose tails. 
3. Remove the canister lid and drain all the water. Thoroughly wipe down all 
the interior components and clean filter sponges, bio-balls and quartz tube. 
4. Let all components air dry, reassemble the unit and store in a frost-free area 
for the winter. Your filter is now ready to be reconnected in spring to provide 
another enjoyable season keeping your pond clean and clear. 
 


