
Spiny Leaf Insects Care Sheet 
Extatosoma Tiaratum 

 

Spiny Leaf Insects are Amazing!! 

Spiny Leaf Insects and Stick Insects are Phasmids. 

There are 150 different kinds of Phasmids in Australia. 

All Phasmids eat leaves and resemble sticks or leaves. 

Males can fly, Females cannot. 

Your Spiny Leaf Insect is young and quite delicate. 

Feed your Insect fresh Gum Leaves, place the 

leaves in a small container of water to keep them 

fresh and change the leaves every 2-3 days. 

Make sure the Gum Leaves you are collecting 

have not been sprayed with any 

poisons/treatments! 

As your Insect matures, if you are lucky enough 

to have a Female, she will lay eggs. These eggs may take up to two years to 

hatch! Female Phasmids do not need a Male to reproduce; if she has no Male 

all her offspring will be Female. This is called Parthenogenesis. If she does have 

a Male mate, she will produce both Male and Female offspring. 

The eggs look like round seeds with a small knob on one 

end, about the same size as a peppercorn. If you have 

eggs place them in a container of coarse, sterile sand 

and spray them with water every 2-3 days. 

When they first hatch, they look like a small Ant. In the wild Ants collect the 

Eggs and take them into their nest, mistaking the Eggs for seeds. The Ants et 

the small knob and discard the rest, leaving the Egg to develop, protected in 

the Ant’s nest. When the Nymph hatches it simply wanders out of the nest 

unharmed, looking like an Ant, and climbs the nearest Tree. 

As the Nymph grows it will shed its skin several times. Lost limbs regenerate 

while it is still in the growth phase. 

Female Spiny Leaf Insects live to around 18 months old and Males live for only 

around 8 months. 


