
GUINEA PIG CARE SHEET 

Guinea pigs are sometimes called ‘Cavies’. 
They are native to South America.  

They make excellent kid’s pets due to their small size, 
ease of care & quiet nature. 

If started at a young age, they can become very used 
to handling. 

They are often very vocal animals, quickly learning 
when feed-time is and “demanding” to be fed!!! 

There are many different colours and breeds of guinea 
pigs ranging from the smooth, short haired American, 
and the tufty, “bad hair day” Abyssinians to very long-

haired Peruvians. 
 

Housing. 
An outdoor hutch needs to be safe & secure for the Guinea pig & provide protection from 

the weather and predators. 
Hutches should be cleaned regularly. Suitable bedding includes softwood shavings, hay, 

straw, shredded paper etc.  
Change bedding regularly.  Remove soiled bedding daily & totally clean the hutch at least 

once a week. 
Guinea pigs can suffer in hot weather, and it is necessary to bring them indoors in extremely 
hot weather. For this reason, a lot of people have a smaller, portable indoor hutch, as well 

as a permanent, larger outdoor hutch.  
In hot weather, frozen water bottles are a great idea, as guinea pigs will lay on or against 

them, and lick the cool water off them. 
A ‘safe’ place should be provided in the form of a hide. Feeling secure = less stress = 

healthier, happier Guinea pig.  
Guinea pigs are sociable animals and can be housed in colonies, in fact its preferable to keep 

at least a pair. 
Ideally, start handling Guinea pigs from a young age. When handling a Guinea Pig, pick them 

up by placing your hand(s) under them & be sure to support the full length of their body. 
Guinea pigs enjoy being patted & handled, but until trust is established, it is often safer to 

hold a them on your lap whilst sitting at ground level. The quickest way to their heart is 
food!! They love to eat!!! 

 
Feeding 

Guinea pigs are herbivores and their teeth grow continuously throughout life.  
They are naturally ‘coprophagic’ meaning that they eat some of their own droppings. Gross, 

but a necessary part of balancing their gut flora!! 
They should be offered a wide variety of food types from a young age as they can potentially 
become ‘addicted’ to their usual foods & not be open to trying new food types. Feed them a 

quality Dry Feed, Hay and Vegies diet.  
Provide a constant supply of good quality pellets or mix, as well as fresh grass or grass hay 

eg; Straw, Timothy, Oaten, Meadow or Ryegrass hays. (Not too much Lucerne or clover hays 
as they are too high in protein and calcium).  

Guinea pigs require a constant dietary source of Vitamin C, as they can’t produce vitamin C 
themselves, and are susceptible to Scurvy. This is usually supplied sufficiently by 
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supplementing the diet with regular quantities of vitamin C rich foods such as citrus or kiwi 
fruits, fresh leafy greens and vegetables daily: broccoli, celery, endive, beet/carrot tops, 

brussels sprouts, spinach leaves, Kale, Bok-choy/other Asian greens - Herbs: parsley, 
dandelion, coriander, basil, dill, mint, etc. Treats may be offered in small quantities. Some 

examples are; most fruits, root vegetables (carrot, sweet potato), capsicum. 
Human foods should never be offered to Guinea pigs!! Nuts, seeds, corn, beans, peas, 

breads, biscuits, sweets, sugar, breakfast cereals, chocolate are all No-Nos!!! 
Try to keep feeds & feeding habits consistent. Any changes made should be made gradually 

to minimise digestive upsets. 
 Always have fresh, clean water available. We recommend dripper type water bottles in 

preference to water bowls which are often fouled by the guinea pigs. 
 

Health & Veterinary Care  
Guinea pigs are very robust, and easy to care for. The biggest threat to their health is poor 

diet, leading to vitamin C deficiency.  
A guinea pig suffering from a deficiency of Vitamin C will usually exhibit weakness (first in 

the back legs) lethargy and inactivity. 
Other signs of illness to watch out for include; 

Dandruff and scaly, poor skin quality. Rough hair and coat 
Sores or swollen joints which can make walking more like a waddle 

Loss of appetite or weight loss 
Small blood spots underneath the skin 

Clumped, stringy or watery faeces 
Wounds that don’t heal 

Discharge from the eyes or nose 
Guinea pigs occasionally suffer from mites and worms. This can be 

prevented/treated with Puppy and Kitten Revolution. Place one drop behind each 
ear once a month. 

Nails may need occasional clipping, and longer haired guinea pigs lots of attention 
with very regular washing and grooming. 

Their teeth continually grow, hence the need to constantly gnaw!! Provide plenty of 
chew toys- e.g. pumice chews, mineral blocks and wood chews to keep excessive 

growth under control. 
 

Vital Statistics; Life expectancy 5 – 6 years. Weaning at 4 weeks. Capable of breeding at 2 - 3 

months. Pregnancy 59 - 72 days. Litter size average 1 – 3. Adult body weight 700 - 1200g 

 


