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X     Care Fact Sheet 

 

 

Temperature – starting off at 35*C for the first week, every week thereafter lower the temperature by 5*C until 

Week Six where they no longer need heat. If chicks are huddled under the heat light or in a tight group and cheeping 

loudly, they are cold. If they are spread out and hiding from the globe, they are too hot. The temperature can be 

controlled by lowering the heat lamp or by lifting it higher. There is a risk with heat globes of burning/singing the 

chicks feathers if it is too low. Keep a close eye on the height of the lamp and the growth of the chicks. Another great 

heating option is a Brooder Heating Plate which has little to no risk of singing the chicks and they are adjustable at 

the legs; these are amazing, and the chicks can get on top and underneath it.  

Feed – Chicks need to be fed crumble for the first 8 weeks of life and then moved onto a grower pellet mixed with 

crumble. Medicated crumble is great as it is a complete feed and aids in the prevention of coccidiosis which can be a 

fatal illness to young birds. When they are first hatched ensure they have access to crumble on the ground as well as 

their dish until they are around four days old. Change the feed regularly and clean the dishes to ensure it is fresh and 

palatable. Ensure around the clock access to fresh water and clean and replace daily. 

Bedding – use soft and safe wood shavings, shredded newspaper, or hemp bedding. Do not use anything with a slip 

surface such as plastic or straight newspaper as this can cause splayed legs or slipped tendons which are hard to 

reverse and often proves fatal. Clean the bedding VERY regularly to prevent filth build up and illness, chicks are very 

susceptible to illness if they are in an unclean environment. 

Location – Keep the brooder in a draught free area and ensure there is as little humidity as possible to aid in the 

prevention of coccidiosis. Ensure where possible they have access to natural light and good ventilation.  

Common Illnesses – Coccidiosis is an intestinal disease that happens when a tiny parasitic organism, called protozoa, 

attach themselves to the intestinal lining of the chick. This causes mass damage to the tissue of the gut, causing 

bleeding evident in their droppings, and prevents the chick from absorbing nutrients as the bacteria thrives in this 

environment. The illness is passed through the chick’s faeces and its ideal condition are wet and humid conditions 

which is why it is so important to clean regularly.  

General Care 

• Chicks often get something called ‘Pasting Up’ which is when a chick’s droppings stick to its fluffy little bum. 

If this happens just get a wet warm cloth or towel and wipe it away gently. If it is not treated it can cause 

problems as the chick can’t pass droppings and can be fatal.  

• Handling your chicks daily is great as it makes them friendlier and they get used to your presence. Have them 

eat from your hand and treat them with soaked oats, greens and mealworms! 

• Ensure the enclosure/brooder box they are in is predator proof – even as day old’s predators like Rats, Cats, 

Dogs, Foxes and Birds of Prey will see an easy snack if not in the correct enclosure.  

• Pro-Biotics are a good booster when chicks are only a couple days old to increase their gut micro-flora which 

helps with their immune system and fighting off illness and disease.  


