
COMMUNICATIONS DAY 
TELSTRA: How its IOT network is benefiting WA farmers 

TIO: Michael Lavarch appointed the new chair 

19 July 2019   What’s happening today in ANZ telecoms       ISSUE 5919 

ASPI: Why China vendor-sourced kit has unique risks MIKE WRIGHT 
Former Telstra veteran 
joins Melbourne test 
challenger as adviser 

Telstra deploys more than 150 IoT  
sensors to help farmers in Western Australia  
Telstra has deployed more than 150 IoT sensors in Western Australia to help farmers 
monitor fertiliser levels.   
 Working with CSBP Fertiliser, Telstra used NB-IoT network and Telstra Environ-
ment Monitoring to measure the amount of Flexi-N liquid fertiliser within tanks on 
farms.     

Telstra and technology partner Ericsson were recently recognised at the GSMA Asia 

Mobile Awards for Best IOT Innovation for Mobile Networks in Asia Award for the pro-
ject.  
 Global IoT Solutions Executive Gerhard Loots said CSBP Fertiliser, a subsidiary of 
Westfarmers, is now looking to further deploy the system further following the pilot 
with 26 growers in the 2019 growing season. 
 “CSBP wanted to offer farmers an auto-
mated solution that removes the need for 
them to manually read fertiliser level 
readings on a tank gauge then telephone 
CSBP to order another load of fertiliser,” 
said Loots.  
  “Together we developed a solution that 
uses technology to collect data on the lev-
els of fertiliser in the tanks and can alert 
CSBP when levels are low so the resupply 
process can commence automatically,” 
said Loots.  
 He added Telstra’s work with CSBP 
Fertilisers has proven NB-IoT network 
technology and devices are a modern and cost-effective way to optimise the ef iciency 
of agriculture operations and supply chains.  
 “The way we have adapted the standards of its NB-IoT network speci ically for ex-
tended coverage for solutions in more regional areas is one of the reasons why we 
have just won a prestigious industry award.”  
 Loots said Telstra’s IOT Network is one of the largest in the world and they are the 
only carrier in Australia to offer both CAT-M1 and Narrowband IOT technology.  
 “Our customers can now connect a range of IoT solutions in more places than ever 
before on Australia’s largest, most reliable and most secure ready-built LPWA Net-
work,” said Loots.  
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