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NeoTat and Vivace Glide Fitting Guide 

 

This is a guide only.  Fitting glides is a subtle technique and we recommend 

that you return the machine to us so that we may re-fit it for you.  We 

realize that sometimes it isn’t practical to return the machine, so we will 

provide some basic information about how we do it.   

 

The glide is billet machined (not molded) of Delrin plastic.  Please keep in 

mind that because of the time spent fitting each glide by hand, it is one of 

the most expensive parts of the machine. 

 

Signs that the Glide may be too snug, and in need of additional fitting, are 

that the new machine gets uncomfortably hot when run just a short while 

and makes excessive noise (if the Glide is too loose it will also make noise).  

Always check and wipe down the sides of the glide and bearing surface on 

the back to be sure there isn’t too much lubricant.  Too much lube, 

especially grease, is the most common cause of heating up the frame and 

too much noise. 

 

Following the instructions in the Maintenance Manual, available at  

http://taptatdaddio.com/Vivace%20Maintenance%20Manual.pdf 

remove the Motor Assembly or Motor Cartridge from the machine’s frame.  

Slide the Glide out and remove the spring, set it aside.  There is no need to 

replace the spring until it breaks. 

 

To fit a Glide you will need a truly level, flat, hard surface to work on (like a 

piece of glass, solid counter top, etc.) and a piece of 400 grit sand paper.  

We use a silicon carbide type. 

 

1 Wipe the Glide and clean it with alcohol.  Clean the channel of the 

frame that the Glide rides in.  Put the Glide back in place, without 

the motor and spring, and slide it up and down to feel the motion 

and any resistance there may be.   

http://taptatdaddio.com/Vivace%20Maintenance%20Manual.pdf
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2 Remove the Glide again and examine it for ‘highlighting’, areas 

that are polished because they have rubbed more on the frame.  

The area of concern will probably be on the back (bearing) side of 

the Glide. 

3 You will be removing a small amount of material from the Glide.  

Using even pressure on the Glide, hold it flat on the sand paper, on 

the flat work surface, when sanding.  It is important to have it 

square to the surface to avoid changing the angle of the Glide’s 

edges.   

4 Remove only a little material.  Just a couple of passes should be 

enough.  Put the Glide back in the frame and move it up and down 

again to see if it moves more freely.  Examine the new surface and 

make sure the highlighting has been removed.  If there are tags or 

burrs you can remove them with a razor or Exacto knife. 

5 If the highlights are still visible, repeat step 3. 

6 It may also be necessary to remove material equally from each side 

of the Glide.  Again, just a little and keep the Glide square to the 

work surface. 

  

We fit the Glide snugly to minimize vibration when the machine is 

running.  If too much material is removed the Glide and machine should 

work just fine.  However, there may be more vibration or noise than you 

experienced before. 

 

 
 


