
FFP CANTERBURY LTD  
FIRE PROTECTION SYSTEMS  
BUILDING WARRANT OF FITNESS  
EVACUATION MANAGEMENT  

 

 Visit www.ffp.co.nz for more help                                                      

 MAINTENANCE OF GENERATOR SETS   

 

Generator systems are useful as alternative sources of power when the 

mains supply fails. These are used in all types of buildings and can 

ensure continuity of business, can maintain temperature-controlled 

environments and can ensure that a building can remain occupied 

when there is no power, however the system can be required to be 

listed on the Compliance Schedule in certain circumstances.  

Specified System 14/1 lists that a generator which supplies power to another specified 

system must be listed on the schedule, maintained to the standard, and certified each year 

for the warrant of fitness. Generators such as those powering a cool store refrigeration plant 

may not need to be listed, while those which power a building’s emergency lighting or fire 

system would need to be certified for the WOF.  

The more important point is to identify what will happen in the building 

when mains power is lost. A building is required to have certain safety 

systems operational in order to allow the building to be occupied. If the 

power from the generator is being used to supply power to allow the 

continued occupation of the building during power loss then all of those 

safety systems must be powered in order for the building to be occupied.  

Systems like ventilation systems and lifts have to be able to supply adequate, clean air and 

allow people to access the site, and items like automatic fire doors are likely to be wedged 

open if they have no power, creating safety risks to those people inside the building.  

Even those systems with self-contained backup batteries such as 

emergency lights, automatic doors and fire alarm systems will require 

power from the generator. In a power failure, these systems are 

designed to supply power to maintain their operation only while a 

building evacuates. If the building is not evacuating but the occupants 

are remaining within the premises, these systems will eventually fail 

altogether. Once the generator fails or in an emergency, there will be no 

systems to assist with evacuation or protect the occupants.   

In the event you are using the generator to allow people to remain in the building while the 

power fails or to allow customers to continue to access the building, then you will need to 

ensure that all of the powered specified systems are supplied from this power source. 

Please contact your generator maintenance contractor and your electrical contractor to 

confirm that these systems are all connected to the emergency power supply.  

FFP can assist with having your generator added to the compliance 

schedule and can also assist with certification of the generator once the 

maintenance is complete if required. 
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