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FIRE EXTINGUISHERS  
 

We are often asked what the requirement is in New Zealand for providing fire extinguishers. Does a 

building require extinguishers? Should the building owner provide them? Do they need servicing? We 

have produced this simple Question-and-Answer sheet to help shine the light on fire extinguishers 

and their requirements.  

 

Are we required to have extinguishers to comply with the Building Code? 

Actually, in most cases, no. The Building Code is focused on people getting out of a burning building safety, not 

staying in the building and trying to put the fire out with equipment they are possibly unfamiliar with, so the 

code does not require extinguishers in general buildings. 

 

Are there other reasons I might have to provide fire extinguishers? 

You may be required to have extinguishers to support a fire sprinkler system, or to protect areas of dangerous 

goods. Insurance providers may also direct a building to provide fire extinguishers within the building as a 

condition of the insurance cover. Certain risks such as deep fryers or stored fuels may also have a requirement 

to have extinguishers to comply with HSNO requirements or as directed by Fire & Emergency NZ.  

 

Should the building owner provide the extinguishers?  

You will need to discuss the terms of your lease with the building owner but because the extinguishers are not 

generally required by the Building Code, they are installed either by choice of the occupant or as a result of the 

risks undertaken by the occupant on site. In these cases, they will be part of the tenant’s equipment. The 

exception may be where an insurer has required the extinguishers as a part of the insurance cover or in 

support of other systems such as a fire sprinkler.   

 

How many extinguishers do I need?  

NZS4503 sets out the distribution of fire extinguishers. In light hazard areas, a medium Dry Powder 

extinguisher might be expected every 300m2 of office area. Switchboards and appliances might have CO2 

extinguishers and risks such as deep fryers would have a special class of extinguisher for their application. 

FFP’s qualified staff can assess your extinguisher coverage for you and identify what you might need.   

 

How often are extinguishers checked?  

Where extinguishers are installed, they must be certified at least annually. You should check your own 

extinguishers each month – check they are present and undamaged, the seal is intact, and the gauge is 

reading ‘normal’. FFP will certify them each year and every 5 years the cylinder must be pressure-tested. Our 

team will discuss this with you as we have options which may be more efficient for your equipment.  

 

What do we do with old or failed extinguishers? 

Extinguishers which are out of date or have failed must be removed from site in case they are accidentally 

picked up by someone trying to fight a fire. FFP can safely dispose of retired units for a small cost.  

 

Are staff required to be trained on extinguisher use?  

The HSE Act 2015 requires staff to be trained to use any safety or emergency equipment provided within a 

workplace, which includes portable fire extinguishers. We have excellent options for this training if required.  
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