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BLINDS ON EXIT DOORS 

 

Blinds are a common solution to keeping the sun out of a 

workspace, and to maintain privacy where required, however 

these can obstruct your means of escape and 

some thought needs to be put into how these 

fittings are installed. 

 

Fire Exits are required to be kept clear at all times in order to 

allow the rapid access to the exit path in an emergency. A blind 

across the door is difficult to navigate in the event of a sudden 

need to evacuate as it is generally rigid and unable to be simply 

pushed aside. The building code requires that any exit door 

must not be obstructed by an item which will impede egress.  

Vertical venetian blinds are another common obstruction on exit 

paths. These are also difficult to sweep aside as the blinds are 

connected at the bottom as well as the top and will create a 

challenging maze to find a way through.  

 

A good solution is to consider a 

smaller blind to be hung on the door 

itself, which allows access to the 

handle and lets the door continue to 

be opened easily. This does mean 

more than one blind being installed, 

but many blinds can be purchased 

off-the-shelf in appropriate sizes for 

most doors.  

 

 

 

Another option is to consider some form of tint or glare-reduction to be installed on 

the windows as this can allow a free access to the door and reduce the glare of 

direct sunlight.  

 

A Blind imposes on the clearance of a 
door on an egress route 

A Blind lowered is difficult to get past in 
an emergency 

A blind on the door leaf is acceptable and 
does not impose on the egress 
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