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FOAM FIRE EXTINGUISHER DISPOSAL 

 

A number of firefighting foams containing Perflourooctanoic acid (PFOA) have been 

identified as carcinogens and have been found to contaminate waterways and 

aquafers, causing illness in people and making water supplies unusable. These foams 

do not break down and remain in the environment and the human body long-term. 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has issued a new requirement 

(HSR002573) detailing the requirement for the use, storage, recovery and disposal of 

the affected chemicals, and rules around how to recover spilled or discharged product. 

Significant penalties are outlined for people and organisations who fail to comply.  

AFFF Fire Extinguishers contain PFOA, these are identified by a blue band around the 

extinguisher, or are labelled “AFFF”. These units are subject to the new regulations, 

which are summarised below:  

• AFFF is prohibited to be supplied or sold from 31 Dec 2022.  

• While the material is contained in an existing extinguisher or a fixed 

system no immediate action is required, however the foam must be 

disposed of before 2025.  

• The extinguisher may be used in an emergency on a fire, but the 

material must be contained, prevented from entering waterways, 

contaminated ground remediated, and the material collected and 

disposed of in accordance with the EPA requirements.  

• Penalties apply to persons or organisations who discharge PFOA 

into the environment. 

At present there is no means to refill an existing cylinder with another product, as this 

affects the rating of the unit and will no longer comply with AS1841, the standard for 

fire extinguisher manufacture and rating. We recommend that the unit is substituted for 

an ABE dry powder extinguisher which is cheaper, lighter, easier to use, more 

effective across more types of fires and achieves a higher fire rating than the 

equivalent foam unit. We will discuss these options with you.  

The fire industry is currently establishing a process for the recovery and disposal of 

foam. There will be a cost for the collection and disposal of the foam but this is not yet 

established. We will monitor the process around recovery and disposal and keep you 

informed as we know more.  Sign up to our 

newsletters on www.ffp.co.nz to be 

informed as developments occur.  
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