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EGRESS VIA GATES 
 
 

Managing fire egress in a site extends beyond just the building. Many sites 
erect fences to keep unauthorised people from getting in, but owners must 
also consider how occupants will get out in an emergency  
 
 
Fire egress from a building is required to consider how the occupants will reach a safe place as defined 
under the building code. This is to escape not only the effect of the fire itself, but to also consider that they 
may have to escape the heat and smoke coming from the burning building. A safe place is an area where 
people escaping from the effects of a fire may safely disperse, and this would consider that a public street, 
a reserve or other such place would be an area where they may move freely away.  
 
Where fences are installed, a gate must be provided to allow pedestrian access in the same manner as 
egress doors within the building. These may not be locked, barred or blocked when the building is occupied, 
and the latching mechanism must be able to be opened without the use of a key or other security device. 
Gates must be marked with complying fire exit signage and be readily accessible.  
 
If the gate is locked with an electronic lock, the locking mechanism must allow manual override by a switch 
which breaks the power to the locking device to unlock the gate, if the gate cannot be operated by a normal 
latch handle mechanism.  
 
Where the egress is via a motorised sliding gate, such as a vehicle entrance, a means of manually opening 
the gate must be provided to allow the gate to be opened by hand both in the event of an emergency and 
where the power has failed. Signage is required to direct occupants as to the method of opening the gate.  
 
A clutch-release mechanism is generally available on most controllers and simple instructions on the 
operation of the unit can be placed on the gate.  
 
The installation of electronic locking mechanisms and motor controlled gates which enclose the egress to a 
building are required to be approved with a building consent.  
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