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lesson 1

Join the Battle

Over decades as a pastor and counselor, I have encoun-
tered people from many different walks of life. Despite 
their economic or cultural differences, all of them had a 
hunger and a capacity for greatness. Wanting greatness 
and achieving it, however, are two very different matters. 
Societal forces work to suppress our desires for greatness, 
and Satan does his best to crush them. Even so, our hearts 
cry out for something more.

How can you discover your calling to greatness? How 
can you find the satisfaction of real achievement? I will 
tell you that until you do, you will experience persistent 
frustration. I want to help you move from simply having a 
desire for greatness to actually fulfilling that inborn drive 
God gave you. Here is the first lesson, and it begins with this 
simple truth about greatness: You won’t discover your true 
greatness until you find it on the battlefield. And this truth 
has no exceptions.

you won’t discover your true greatness  
until you find it on the battlefield.

From the fall of humanity until the present day, every 
person ever born was wired for war. I don’t necessarily mean 
for violence, but I do mean all of us must battle and struggle. 
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On the battlefield, we fulfill our calling and find greatness. 
Away from the battlefield, we find only frustration and 
failure, and then we forget who we are.

No person ever experienced the heights and depths of 
this fundamental truth more than Israel’s King David. 
David’s character, internal motives, and personal qualities 
didn’t manifest themselves when the cameras started 
rolling. David wasn’t an opportunist who waited for his 
moment when the crowds might be watching. No, greatness 
emerged in young David’s life when only God was watching 
him herd his father’s sheep. David became a warrior long 
before he went to war. He risked his life fighting the bear 
and the lion because he believed the price of even one 
lamb’s life was too high. He applied that same thinking 
when King Saul questioned him before David confronted 
the giant Goliath:

Your servant used to keep his father’s sheep, and when 
a lion or a bear came and took a lamb out of the flock, I 
went out after it and struck it, and delivered the lamb from 
its mouth; and when it arose against me, I caught it by 
its beard, and struck and killed it. Your servant has killed 
both lion and bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine will 
be like one of them, seeing he has defied the armies of the 
living God.… The Lord, who delivered me from the paw of 
the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me 
from the hand of this Philistine (1 Samuel 17:34–37).

Yes, the stuff David was made of emerged long before he 
was in the public eye. He had chosen the battlefield even as 
he tended sheep. And when seasoned soldiers trembled and 
fell back in fear before Goliath, the champion who stepped 
forward was a young shepherd boy who had learned to trust 
God in anonymity while facing lions and bears.
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the stuff heroes are MaDe of

Some battles seem small and others large, yet David became a 
great warrior on the battlefield long ago as a young shepherd. 
He refused to be robbed by lions or bears because under God 
he had made a covenant to care for his father’s property. In 
the same way, David trusted the Lord to keep His covenant. 
When David faced the uncircumcised Philistine giant who had 
openly challenged God’s covenant nation, he knew the God 
of Israel would help him to prevail. David had the stuff real 
heroes are made of.

David had the stuff real heroes  
are made of.

Our culture today crowns heroes who help us enjoy our 
leisure time—movie stars, music idols, and standout athletes. 
But in David’s time, the battlefield was the arena for selecting 
heroes. A shepherd boy who brought down the enemy’s 
champion and delivered a nation had the crowds buzzing. The 
song of his victory over Goliath and the Philistines was the 
pop hit of the day. People danced in the streets to the catchy 
lyrics of “Saul has slain his thousands, And David his ten 
thousands” (1 Samuel 18:7 TLB).

The greatest years of David’s life were those spent on 
the battlefield striking down the enemies of God. Today, 
we must recognize that not all the conflicts we face as 
warriors are taking place on the military front, but there 
are battles taking place on every front of our lives. In fact, 
the great Battle of the Ages is raging right now all around 
us. The biggest battle we face is for the lives and souls of 
our children, our spouses, our neighbors, and our friends. 
A Philistine giant is a small enemy in comparison. Our 
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performance in that battle determines our true greatness 
because as we engage our enemy on the front, we then 
become truly great in God’s eyes.

After the defeat of Goliath, David became greater and 
greater, and Israel’s greatness grew as well. Do you still want 
greatness? If so, it’s in the battle where you will reach your 
highest accomplishments. Your greatest successes will come 
through serving Jesus Christ and warring against the devil, 
not just for your own life but also for the lives of others. 
Without exception, the greatest years of your life will be those 
you spend on the battlefield serving the Lord.

MaDe for the BattlefielD,  
not the rooftoP

David’s best years happened when he guarded what God 
had given him to protect and took back what the enemy had 
stolen. Nevertheless, even David was not always faithful. On 
one spring day, he made the fateful decision not to go into 
battle. It led to the worst choice of his life.

It happened in the spring of the year, at the time when 
kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab and his servants 
with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the people 
of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at 
Jerusalem (2 Samuel 11:1).

On that particular day, David slid out of bed and took a 
stroll on the roof of his palace. He peered over the side to the 
houses below, and something caught his eye. A short distance 
away, a woman was bathing on her own rooftop. David likely 
recognized her since she was the spouse of one of his most 
trusted warriors. The biblical text says she was “very beautiful 
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to behold” (2 Samuel 11:2). If only the story ended there, but 
sadly, it does not.

David sent and inquired about the woman. And someone 
said, “Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the 
wife of Uriah the Hittite?” Then David sent messengers, 
and took her; and she came to him, and he lay with her, for 
she was cleansed from her impurity; and she returned to 
her house. And the woman conceived; so she sent and told 
David, and said, “I am with child” (2 Samuel 11:3–5).

If this is the first time you have read this story, let it 
sink in for a minute. Israel’s greatest king had a not-so-
great moment. However, this story of David and Bathsheba 
doesn’t really begin with David leering at another man’s 
wife over the palace roof. On the contrary, it starts with 
David’s unchar acteristic choice to stay home from the 
battle. This passage says it was “the time when kings go 
out to battle.” David was a king, yet David was not going to 
battle. Something very wrong was happening. He was not 
a feeble old man. David was still young enough to partici-
pate actively in warfare, and his expected role was to lead 
his soldiers into battle. Yet he stayed home. David retired 
from battle.

The implications of this decision stretched far beyond 
the obvious complications of an adulterous affair and an 
unexpected pregnancy. David’s decision to stay home instead 
of engaging in battle marked the beginning of the end of 
greatness in his kingship and his life. From this point on, 
his story is filled with dysfunction and destruction for both 
himself and his family.
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uriah, faithful in Battle

David followed up his initial bad decision with more bad 
decisions. Once he discovered Bathsheba’s pregnancy, he 
panicked and tried to cover up the affair. Desperately hoping 
to make it appear that her husband, Uriah, was the father 
of the baby, David summoned the soldier from the battle-
front and enticed him to go home to sleep with his wife (see 
2 Samuel 11:6–8). If he could accomplish this ruse, David 
reasoned that no one would be the wiser.

This plan, however, came with one fatal flaw in reasoning: 
Uriah knew where he belonged. Uriah would not consent 
to having intimate relations with his wife while his fellow 
soldiers were still sleeping on the battlefield. David discov-
ered Uriah’s refusal and asked him why he had slept on the 
palace porch instead of returning home to his wife. Uriah 
answered him with a question: “How can I sleep with my 
wife and enjoy the benefits of my home when my fellow 
soldiers are on the battlefield?” (see verse 11). The unspoken 
implications of this question were far-reaching. How could 
David enjoy the comforts of his home, let alone the comforts 
of another man’s wife, while his men were fighting and dying 
in battle?

Uriah proved himself a man of honor. His commitment to 
duty forced David’s hand; the king would attempt another 
ploy to cover up his crime. So David arranged to party with 
Uriah, thinking that what Uriah would not do sober, he 
might do under the influence of alcohol. But even drunk, 
this honorable warrior would not enjoy the comfort of his 
wife’s bed, at least not while knowing his fellow soldiers were 
sleeping in tents on the battlefront.

David’s panic only grew as he urgently tried to cover 
Bathsheba’s pregnancy—which, don’t forget, was a result 
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of his shirking his military responsibilities. The king then 
devised his most sinister deception. He ordered Uriah back to 
the field of action. Unknowingly, this devoted soldier carried 
his own death sentence in the form of a note from the king to 
the commander. David’s note gave instructions for Uriah to 
be sent into the heat of the battle and then for the rest of the 
troops to pull back from him so the enemy would certainly 
kill him. This plan was bad enough, but David also miscalcu-
lated the honor of his own soldiers. Many of them died at the 
hands of the enemy that day because they refused to retreat 
and leave Uriah all alone. The deadliness of David’s sin was 
real—and growing.

When the report of Uriah’s death came, David supposed his 
cover up was a success. However, David failed to take account 
of someone who knew about every detail: God. And God sent 
His prophet, Nathan, to expose the whole sordid mess:

Then the Lord sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, 
and said to him: “There were two men in one city, one rich 
and the other poor. The rich man had exceedingly many 
flocks and herds. But the poor man had nothing, except one 
little ewe lamb which he had bought and nourished; and it 
grew up together with him and with his children. It ate of his 
own food and drank from his own cup and lay in his bosom; 
and it was like a daughter to him. And a traveler came to the 
rich man, who refused to take from his own flock and from 
his own herd to prepare one for the wayfaring man who had 
come to him; but he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared 
it for the man who had come to him.”

So David’s anger was greatly aroused against the man, 
and he said to Nathan, “As the Lord lives, the man who 
has done this shall surely die! And he shall restore fourfold 
for the lamb, because he did this thing and because he had 
no pity.”

336401HOR_DAVID_CS6_PC.indd   21 03/01/2020   13:31:15

© 2020 by Jimmy Evans



22

i am david

Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus 
says the Lord God of Israel: ‘I anointed you king over 
Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. I gave 
you your master’s house and your master’s wives into 
your keeping, and gave you the house of Israel and Judah. 
And if that had been too little, I also would have given 
you much more! Why have you despised the command-
ment of the Lord, to do evil in His sight? You have killed 
Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you have taken his wife 
to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of 
the people of Ammon. Now therefore, the sword shall 
never depart from your house, because you have despised 
Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be 
your wife.’ Thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will raise up 
adversity against you from your own house; and I will 
take your wives before your eyes and give them to your 
neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of 
this sun. For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing 
before all Israel, before the sun.’ ”

So David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against 
the Lord.”

And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has put 
away your sin; you shall not die. However, because by 
this deed you have given great occasion to the enemies 
of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also who is born to 
you shall surely die.” Then Nathan departed to his house 
(2 Samuel 12:1–15).

I include this entire passage to show you what God did 
with David. David decided he would make his own choices, 
including the decision not to go to battle. God allowed him 
to continue making his own choices, although David did 
not even realize it. David declared, “As the Lord lives, the 
man who has done this shall surely die! And he shall restore 
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fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing and because 
he had no pity” (vv. 5–6). Little did he know, but David was 
pronouncing his own judgment. God spared his life, but four 
of his children (“fourfold”) would die as a result of David’s sin. 
The cost was high.

King David was great on the battlefield but corrupt on 
the rooftop. So why, in this particular year, when it was 
time to go to battle, did David, the skilled warrior and 
leader, decide not to go to war? The answer to that question 
will reveal the common pitfalls we all experience on the 
road to greatness. It will help us understand why some of us 
do not go into the war zone—and ultimately why we never 
achieve greatness.

the 3 lies of retreat

God created you to be great and to finish great. No wonder 
the enemy spends massive amounts of time trying to keep 
you from discovering who you really are. It’s also no surprise 
he worked so hard to bring down Israel’s mightiest king. 
David was a great man, and we can discover a lot from his 
rise to greatness, but what we learn from his fall is equally 
important. Why, after many years as a great military leader 
with legendary success on the battlefield, did David choose 
to remain home? He started believing lies. These same 
lies are common in our day, and they caused him to make 
his decision. Three lies, in particular, will keep you from 
finishing great.

god created you to be great and  
to finish great.
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Lie #1: You’ve earned the “right” to retire

Is it possible for a warrior to reach a level of success so 
great that he or she no longer has the duty to fight or work? 
Perhaps David believed that once he had established a 
successful kingship, he no longer needed to fight and had 
earned the right to stay home.

Many Americans, including Christians, buy into this 
kind of thinking. Many young adults consider early retire-
ment as their loftiest goal. Older adults fear the inability to 
retire comfortably. What is “the American Dream”? Many 
in the US would define it as having enough resources to 
sit in a lounge chair on a beautiful beach while sipping an 
umbrella cocktail. Television ads and infomercials hawk this 
version of “success.” The lengthy ads promise products that 
will help us gain financial independence with little or no 
responsibility for anything else. They are selling a philos-
ophy that truly successful individuals arrive at a state of 
total financial independence, taking orders from no one and 
avoiding anyone else unless you want to encounter them on 
your own terms.

What could be wrong with this goal, besides the statistical 
improbability of it? Nowhere do the Scriptures contain the 
concept of “retirement.” The Bible also never even hints that 
we will reach a time in our lives when we shouldn’t actively 
be serving the Lord. As believers, we are on the battlefield. 
We win people to Christ. We serve in church. We do what 
God has called us to do, and we serve Him until we take our 
final breath.

Of course, the way we work or war may change. You may 
reach a point in your life when you can no longer perform 
manual labor or respond to other physical demands in the 
same way you did when you were younger. You may even 
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reach the place financially where you no longer need struc-
tured employment. Yes, your job may change, and you may 
have more money in the bank. Even so, none of that will give 
you the “right” to leave the battlefield and stop serving the 
Lord. He commissioned you to serve until the day you die.

Both Pope John Paul II and Billy Graham lived out this 
truth. If anyone had earned the right to retire, these men 
did. But did either one of them retire? No! While I am not a 
Roman Catholic, I admire Pope John Paul II. For many years 
before his death in 2005, he was extremely frail, yet he didn’t 
stop traveling the world. He worked every day, all day. When 
he couldn’t stand on his own, his aides physically propped 
him up. They held a microphone in front of him so he could 
continue his duties. He served God until the moment he died. 
Billy Graham also exemplified staying on the battlefield until 
the end of his life. The last time I saw him preaching, though 
he was dealing with deafness and Parkinson’s disease, I said 
to myself, That is the way I’m going to be! He was an inspi-
ration to all of us who serve the Lord. He is only the fourth 
private citizen, and the only religious leader, ever to lie in 
state in the United States Capitol rotunda.

I want to preach for the rest of my life. Thirty years from 
now, if Jesus tarries and I’m still around in my 90s, I’ll know 
more than I know today. I’ll be wiser than I am today. I might 
not be as energetic, but just prop me up and give me a micro-
phone, and I’ll preach! My wife, Karen, and I don’t have plans 
that include retirement. Why would we? When does God ever 
say that we can abandon our post on the battlefield?

God never set the age of 65 as a cut-off point for doing the 
work to which He has called us. The federal government origi-
nally set that age for receiving full Social Security benefits. 
You may draw Social Security when you reach a certain age, 
but that does not mean you can withdraw from serving God. 
Many people over 65 serve God with all of their hearts, while 
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some in their 20s and 30s have not yet joined the battle. 
Retirement is not an age issue—it is an attitude issue.

Likewise, when David retired from the battlefield, it was an 
attitude issue. He wasn’t too old to go to war, but he may have 
thought that he had enough gold and silver saved up and he 
could retire with few responsibilities. Perhaps he had so much 
luxury around him that he said to himself, I’ve got everything 
I need! I don’t need to go back to the battlefield.

The choice to remain in the palace started David down 
the road toward the end of his greatness. Think about all 
the amazing times he spent serving God and the nation of 
Israel. When David decided to stay home from battle, the bad 
years began.

Created to Defeat an Archenemy

When God created human beings, He knew the devil and 
demons were already present in the universe. Adam and Eve 
may not have realized it, but God knew they were in a war 
zone. His mandate to Adam included the words “subdue” and 
“take dominion”—violent words. Today, we face the same 
battle. No matter where you go in your life, it’s a battlefield. 
Be aware that God wired you for war, because you are right in 
the middle of one—and it is not going to go away.

However, the battle is not the end of the story. The apostle 
Paul tells us that not only are we are made for battle, but we 
are also given the tools to win:

My brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His 
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not 
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this 
age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly 
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places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all, to stand (Ephesians 6:10–13).

Your enemy is stalking you. He’s all around you looking for 
an opportunity. That is why you must put on the full armor of 
God and leave it on every moment of every day.

Yes, God has given you authority over the enemy, but that 
authority isn’t worth a rusty penny if you don’t use it. All 
the authority in the world couldn’t save King David from the 
corruption of rooftop thinking and a rooftop lifestyle. The 
rooftop is a place of darkness, where people try to escape 
from God’s will for their lives. Just as the battlefield creates 
good men and women, so also the rooftop robs them of 
greatness. No one can avoid the negative consequences of 
refusing to fight.

Perhaps you’ve been serving God and have become tired. 
Maybe you think you’ve earned the right to take a vacation 
from your normal schedule and—to some extent—from God. 
Well, if you think lowering your standards for just a little bit 
while you are away won’t hurt anything, think again! It surely 
will do some damage. A vacation from God is a vacation with 
the devil, and the devil doesn’t play nice. And when you come 
back from a vacation with the devil, it takes months, if not 
years, to recover.

Turning from battle, even for a moment, is not an option. 
Too much is at stake. Leaving your post affects not only you 
but also your friends, family, marriage, and children. Goliath’s 
taunts were a threat not just to the man who would dare face 
him, but they were also threats to the families of every soldier 
on the field that day. If Goliath had won, all the families of 
Israel would have become slaves to the Philistines.

No less is at stake today. When the devil takes us down, 
our children fall. Communities fall too. For that reason, there 
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is no such thing as “private sin.” If we stand and fight, many 
people go free. If we give in to the deception of the rooftop, 
others will be taken captive with us.

David’s sin affected his family in a dramatic way for gener-
ations. The best times in David’s life—the most peaceful, 
restful, enjoyable, glorious, bountiful times—were the years 
on the battlefield. The secret of peace is not resting on the 
rooftop. It is winning on the battlefield.

the secret of peace is not resting on the 
rooftop. it is winning on the battlefield.

Lie #2: You Can hide Premeditated Sin

Another reason why David stayed home might have been that 
he’d already spotted Bathsheba and was waiting for an oppor-
tunity to approach her. Think about it: Bathsheba was bathing 
naked on her rooftop, which was obviously close to David’s 
house. We can surmise that proximity because even though 
he had no binoculars to assist him in plotting his sin, he had 
no trouble seeing her from his rooftop. It may have been that 
Bathsheba could see him as well and was aware that he was 
watching her. She may not fully share David’s guilt, but she 
certainly knew where to take a bath.

My guess is that the occasion leading immediately to 
David’s adultery with Bathsheba was not the first time he 
had seen her. I also suspect she was aware all along that he 
had been watching her. Her bathing time may, in fact, have 
become a regular if unspoken appointment for her to display 
herself to him. And so that year, when it came time for all the 
kings and their forces to engage in battle, David had another 
plan. He was waiting for Uriah to leave town so he could send 
for Bathsheba and have sex with her.
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The theory that David stayed home because of a premed-
itated decision can’t be proven with certainty. One thing, 
however, is certain: that one act of adultery with Bathsheba 
caused David more pain than any war he had ever fought. 
What no lion, bear, giant, enemy army, or jealous king could 
do, a single night of sin did to David. It caused him pain for 
the rest of his life and extended beyond his life.

Premeditated sin keeps many people out of the battle. If the 
devil can’t kill you with a bullet, he’ll try using a Bathsheba. 
Many people today are not on the battlefield because they are 
on a rooftop. That rooftop may be pornography or other illicit 
materials. Or it may be some other sin. But they have chosen 
to pursue that sin instead of participating in the battle.

When I was 19 years old, I was an immoral, ungodly young 
man. I had spent years partying hard, and I liked it. A week 
before Karen and I were to marry, I was involved in a series 
of very bad things. What I did was so bad that Karen told me 
she wouldn’t marry me. Thankfully, that situation led me to 
the point of a decision to accept Jesus as my Savior and serve 
Him the rest of my life.

The day I received the Lord, I thought, If I serve the Lord, 
it will be like signing up for boot camp for the rest of my life. 
Pleasure will no longer be part of my life. The rest of my life 
is not going to be about enjoying myself. Serving God means 
giving up everything I enjoy.

When I made my decision to accept the Lord in my life, I 
made it with that false evaluation in mind. But I want you 
to know that just the opposite has been true. Sin would have 
killed me, and serving God has been more enjoyable than I 
could ever have imagined.

Romans 6:23 tells us, “The wages of sin is death.” That 
truth has never been altered. The devil will promise you a 
life of leisure and rest—then he will hack your heart out. God 
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promises you a life of battle, and then He gives you a life of 
blessing and increase.

Every person who desires to be great and finish great needs 
to understand this: the devil knows your price. He under-
stands your vulnerabilities. David’s vulnerability was a sexual 
problem. He took another man’s wife even though his own 
house was filled with many wives and concubines. Likewise, 
Satan will hammer on you in the areas where you are weak to 
get you off the battlefield.

On the rooftop, you can be defeated. But on the field of 
battle, the enemy knows he is already defeated. On the battle-
field, you and I are devil killers—champions waiting for a place 
to happen. On the battlefield, God forges our character, and we 
become the great men and women He created us to be.

Lie #3: You Can’t KeeP Winning

Another reason David stayed home from battle may be 
that he lost his nerve. Consider David’s reputation as a 
warrior. I can imagine every enemy soldier on the battle-
field would have considered killing or capturing David as a 
great trophy. With each new season of battle, the number 
of those who wanted to take down the renowned giant 
killer grew. All the young enemy soldiers knew taking 
down David would lead to overnight glory and fame. 
Remember, David wasn’t getting any younger or stronger. 
Consequently, fear might have entered his heart as he 
considered his future on the battlefield. And fear keeps 
many warriors off the battlefield. I know this because it 
almost kept me out of the pulpit.

When the Lord called me to preach, I had a tremendous 
fear of public speaking—a fear so bad that it was demonic. 
The first time I was scheduled to teach in a home Bible study 
group, I was so terrified that I couldn’t sleep for a week prior. 
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Then, when the time came, I started hyperventilating. On 
another occasion, I taught in one of the home groups in our 
church. The first man to walk out the door looked me in the 
eye and said, “You can’t teach.” This comment only reinforced 
my fear. So before I could pastor a large church and start a 
television ministry, I had to face my fear of public speaking 
and numerous other fears.

Can I tell you something personal? I still have fears. We all 
do, but we have to face them! Courage is not defined by how 
few fears a person has. Courage is a commitment to do the right 
thing in spite of fear. As Mark Twain said, “Courage is resistance 
to fear of fear; mastery of fear—not the absence of it.”

courage is a commitment to do  
the right thing in spite of fear.

Good soldiers will keep advancing in spite of voices inside 
telling them to run away like scared children. The soldier 
stands and says, “I’m going to fight because it’s right. I’m 
going to fight because my family is behind me, and if I give up, 
the enemy’s going to get them. I’m going to fight because the 
souls of men and women depend on me, and God has called 
me to this battle.”

Every born-again believer has that kind of courage 
residing inside, and every believer must call upon that 
courage in the day of battle. So, should you find yourself on 
the rooftop, stir up your courage, climb down from it, and 
return to the battlefield.

God’s Word says that if you will submit to Him and resist 
the devil, then the devil will (not might) flee from you 
(James 4:7). It also says that if you will confess your sins to 
God, He is faithful and just to forgive you of those sins, and 
the blood of Jesus will cleanse you from all unrighteousness 
(see 1 John 1:9).
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Just as the devil has a plan to pull you off the battlefield 
and into the downward spiral of sin and defeat, so also God 
has a plan to get you back into the fight so you can begin 
living a life that is rooftop-resistant and devil-destroying.

the Battle in your heaD

Jesus’ crucifixion took place on a hill called Golgotha. That 
odd-sounding name means “the place of the skull.” I have 
seen that hill, and it truly looks like a skull. That imagery is 
no coincidence. As the blood poured from Christ’s body onto 
the ground, it dripped over that image of a human skull. Jesus 
came to give us life; He said, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life” (John 14:6). He had to die and triumph over death, hell, 
and the grave to set our minds free so we could receive the 
truth and walk in that life.

No area of our lives can be set free until our minds are 
first set free in that area. Therefore, the first battle any great 
warrior must win is the battle for his or her own thoughts. 
Winning in this arena takes far greater courage than the 
bravery displayed in a military confrontation. It is in the 
battlefield of the mind that warriors make their first stand. 
There they take authority over the fears screaming inside 
their minds that encourage them to run from the fight. And if 
warriors find themselves in sin on a rooftop, it is in their will 
and mind that they must repent, overcome the shame, and 
return to the battlefield.

the first battle any great warrior must win  
is the battle for his or her own thoughts.
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BreaKing the CYCLe of rePetitive Sin

No one is exempt from the temptations of worldliness, 
independence, and a desire to retire to a life of leisure. Among 
other things, every person is tempted with lust. Everyone also 
deals with fear. I believe all of us can relate to the reality of 
temptations that come to our minds. As warriors, what should 
we do when those temptations arise?

Obviously, we don’t want to follow David’s example from 
the rooftop. He chose the wrong course of action. David 
ended up in the wrong place at the wrong time because he 
lost the battle over his thoughts. The location opened the 
door for temptation, and his decision to give in to temptation 
cost him dearly.

Today, we all face the same kinds of challenges. One of 
the greatest temptations in our present culture is sexual sin. 
When surveyed, 53 percent of men who attended Promise 
Keepers said they viewed pornography that week. In an 
online newsletter, 34 percent of female readers of Today’s 
Christian Woman admitted to accessing Internet pornography 
intentionally. The Internet fuels the problem by providing 
easy access to pornography and affording its viewers—both 
men and women—anonymity.

As with David, the location problem for people today 
precedes the sin problem. We are not where we should 
be if we are watching pornography. We are in the wrong 
location. We are destined to be in the battle fighting 
for our marriages, our families, and our relationship as 
children of God.

People who are looking at pornography may be putting up a 
good front by pretending to fulfill their calling. They may talk 
the talk and look the part. David did. He wore a king’s robe 
and thought he could hide behind the pretense of carrying 
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out his kingly duties. But God knew, and eventually He called 
David to account. There are many ways for us to play the 
game on the outside and make it appear that we are being 
warriors. But self-righteous pretense won’t make the cut 
spiritually.

We must acknowledge that if a man like David can fall, 
any one of us can fall too. Not one of us is immune. We must 
be honest and recognize where we really belong—and stay in 
that place.

Now, if you are presently participating in repetitive sin, 
you may be thinking, Well, I am trying to stop. That may be 
true. But your success will be limited and temporary until you 
begin to rise up and take authority over what you’re allowing 
into your thought life. You will never stop looking at pornog-
raphy, stop drinking, or walk free of any sin or addiction until 
you war for your thoughts.

Second Corinthians 10:3–6 says,

Though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to 
the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal 
but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting 
down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself 
against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into 
captivity to the obedience of Christ, and being ready to 
punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.

You don’t belong on the rooftop looking at pornography. 
As a warrior, you have no business lusting after another 
person’s wife or husband or someone who isn’t your spouse. 
Where you do belong is on the battlefield—pulling down 
strongholds, casting down arguments, and bringing thoughts 
into captivity.
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the PoWer of truth

The devil did not capture the human race with a bomb, a 
bullet, or a bazooka. In Genesis 3, he brought humankind 
down with a lie. In Matthew 4 and Luke 4, Jesus fights the 
battle of the universe in the wilderness. The devil squared 
off against Him by quoting half-Scripture against Scripture, 
half-truth against truth. But Jesus defeated him with the full 
and uncompromised Word of God. The battle was—and still 
is—a battle for truth. It’s a battle that is first waged in our 
minds

The apostle Paul’s instructions for preparing for the battle-
field are found in Ephesians 6:13–17:

Take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able 
to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 
stand.

Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, 
having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having 
shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 
above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And 
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God.

Paul wanted to equip us for a daily battle when he wrote 
these words. We win by putting on the whole armor of God. 
We win by recognizing the strategy of the enemy and suiting 
up with our armor against him. We win by taking up our 
position.

Try this: Wake up each morning and say, “I know the devil 
is going to war for my mind today. I know he’s going to try 
to use images on billboards, magazines, the Internet, and 
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television to tempt me. But I’m not giving my thoughts to 
him. I’m staying on the battlefield all day and all night.”

As you roll over in bed at night, you have to war for your 
thoughts. When you wake up in the morning, you also have 
to war for your thoughts. It does not matter where you are 
or what we are doing. What matters is never forgetting that 
you have an evil enemy you can defeat if you will fight. But 
you can fight him only on the battlefield. The instant you 
withdraw from the battlefield, you give him entrance into 
your life. Just as giving the devil an entrance to his mind 
was the beginning of the end for King David, so following his 
example will be the beginning of the end for you and me.

On the battlefield, dressed in the full armor of God, you 
are unstoppable. You can put on the helmet of salvation and 
say, “I am going to fight a war for my thoughts. I am not 
giving my thoughts over to the devil.” You wield the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. That means saying 
what God says about your situation. You gird your loins—the 
area of reproduction and elimination—with truth. Girded 
with the armor of truth, you eliminate error and reproduce 
truth. Without that armor, you will reproduce error and 
eliminate truth.

Where can We finD PeoPle  
of greatness?

As I said previously, our culture tends to make heroes out of 
people who pamper our desires for leisure. It esteems those 
who are living what is perceived of as “the American Dream.” 
We are accustomed to hearing people sing the praises of 
someone who is a great businessperson, a great performer, a 
great athlete, and so on.
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In reality, greatness has little to do with fame or how much 
money a person has earned, No one is truly great who doesn’t 
serve Jesus Christ. True greatness has everything to do with 
how many souls we take with us to heaven and how honorably 
we serve the Lord Jesus Christ, not only in front of people but 
also behind the scenes.

no one is truly great who doesn’t  
serve Jesus christ.

When bombarded by everything from lustful pictures to 
fear-inducing images of world terrorism, the truly great 
person—the man or woman of God—will say, “I will not 
withdraw from the battlefield. It’s where I belong.” In 
the same way, a person made for greatness who is caught 
on the rooftop will have the courage to admit, “I have 
withdrawn from the front lines,” and then declare, “Right 
now I turn around and go back to the battlefront. I realize 
my greatest experiences and my quickest growth have 
always been those years in the battle. My worst years have 
been on the rooftop. The devil made it seem good, but it 
has only produced torment. I am made for battle. I am 
equipped for battle. And battle is the only place I know 
where I can win.”

I should warn you of something you already know: the only 
people you will find on the rooftop are other rooftop people. 
They are those who are willing to sin and then do anything 
in their power to cover it up. You will never become great 
around rooftop people. If you realize the kind of people with 
whom you are associating are of the rooftop variety, break 
off your close connection to them! Do an about-face and go 
the other way. Go to the battlefield and find fellow warriors. 
You’ll become great by being with great people. When you 
find a person who has chosen to fight and win the battle 
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over his or her thought life, you have found someone on 
the pathway to destiny. This person is a fellow warrior who 
will cover your back. That is the kind of person you want to 
have as a friend. This is not to say the people you find on 
the battlefield have never made mistakes. Everyone makes 
mistakes, which brings me to the next chapter and the second 
lesson about every great person.
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