Art market

Map

of heaven

A superb Chinese
chart takes centre
stage in New York
and an artist shows
that ‘melancholy
1s underrated’

Robert Young of Battersea spe-
cialises in the sort of folk art and
furniture dear to the hearts of
many American collectors. Among
sales were a remarkable pair of
English painted dummy boards
of a tabby cat and a spaniel (Fig
3), of about 1780, which went for
an undisclosed price. Other ani-
mals with Young included two
cast-iron mantel figures of a lion
and elephant (Fig 5), also Eng-
lish and about 1800, which were
beautifully patinated and had
traces of gilding. They were priced
at 51,150 ($1,500); and a painted,
but weathered gunmaker's trade
sign (Fig 4), with hand-carved,
three-dimensional block letters,
sold for £6,000 ($9,000).
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