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™ Pioneer Robert Young reaps rewards as
newcomers move into his specialist market

Den2t broadens
s country
PDRHOSODNY

" Sophisticated urban decorators
embrace the naive rustic image

—— - -
EVEN Robert Young, the London dealer

who, more than anyone else, has
pioneered the rise of European folk art in
the UK, is astonished at the current
popularity of his speciality.

On the eve of his 11th annual exhibition of Antique Folk
Art at his gallery at 68 Battersea Bridge Road, he tells me
that over the past ten years#$e has noted the
unprecedented growth of interest in these pieces, especially
with younger clients, '

And over the past three years he has seen the field
become not just voguish but one of the really hot sectors of
the antiques market.

The decorators have noted European folk art, and it is
interesting that the majonity of buyers are sophisticated
urban rather than folksy rural collectors.

All ot which bodes well for the forthcoming annual
exhibition, which has its preview evening on Election Night,
May 6, and then runs until May 15. This is the 11th selling
show but it is the 27th catalogue, publications which
themselves have now become collectors’
items.

There are just over 50 pieces in the
cataloque, priced up to around £15,000,
but there are at least 130 pieces on offer
during the show.

Robert Young says: "Great folk art
makes you smile. There Is invariably
something slightly quirky in the
perspective, proportions, graphics or
colours of these pieces that almost
defines the genre.”

Created or painted by untrained hands,
its "kookiness”, says the dealer, is partly
responsible for the current popularity of
what has hitherto been an under-
appreciated tield,

Original ‘as found’ condition is another

Above: an English ¢.1880 vintage child's tricycle in painted wrought iron and
wood for which Robert Young asks £1200.

Below: at the folk art exhibition in Battersea this French weathered painted metal
butcher’s trade sign, with traces of the inscription ‘Charcuterie’, ¢, 1890, 3ft 4'/uin
(1.03m) wide, is priced at £3500.

desirable attribute of genuine folk art and
is apparent in the wide range of pieces in
the show.
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American folk art have gone off the boll,
US interest in Robert Young's European
folk art has risen, and the dealer has
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Now Freya finds
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her new Muse



