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Two of twelve plaques
illustrating different
sporting pursuits,
Copeland Spode, hand-
painted by Robert Taylor
Abraham (1850-1920)
and Lucian Besche (d.
1901), 1876-1877.
Courtesy of Robert Young
Antiques, London.
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With a similar insistence on quality but an altogether dif-
ferent aesthetic, European folk art specialist Robert Young
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pays tribute to the upcom-
ing Olympics with a marvel-
ous set of twelve enormous
Copeland Spode plagues
depicting sporting events
and created circa 1876-
1877 as a special commis-
sion for Thomas Russell, Esq.
for his home in Glasgow.
At least half of these are or
have been Olympic events.
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