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Braving the elements for the bright

lights of New York’s shows and sales

The Winter Antiques Show
and Old Masters under
the spotlight early in 2016

report
JUST as countries have
their seasons, so does the
art market - and it often
follows meteorological
fluctuations.

Right: a nest of pine hand:
painted signwriter’s pigment
drawers, inscribed with initals and
date 1924, rom Peterborough in
Cambridgeshire, England.

The it 1in (1.24m) wide piece
will be at the Winter Antiques
Show with Robert Young
Antiques priced at $12,000.
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Rupert Wace

Shushan is a specialst n portait miniatures
based in Philadelphia and has exhibited at the
WAS for 17 years. Commercialy it has always
served her well,“or at least well enough”,
but just as important s that this “elegant,
innovative” far is simply “so much fun”.

Ithas the advantage of The Metropolitan
Museu of Art located on ts doorstep:
“Having the largest and most diverse museum
in the world within walking distance is an
iiresistible magnet.”

Shushan also exhibits at Masterpiece
London, one of more than a dozen dealers.
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Heneage is an enthusiast, his interests
manifold. So, for his first WAS, the London
dealer will mix a selection of his stock-in
rade art reference books with a collection of
Medieval seals, alarge selection of Classical
1o Neo-Classical engraved gems, an omate
penwork coin cabinet that once belonged
o the Duke of Argyll and a large 13th/14th
century bronze Angelus bell

Heneage i particularly pleased with the
cameos: “I showed a group of cameos about
30 years ago at Grosvenor House, but I've
never had as many good ones as | have now.”
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Whisk(e)y and wellies: surviving the
freezing Big Apple in January

THOUGH December was unseasonably mild in
New York, the big cold snap may yet stll come,
January in the Big Apple is famously chilly and
often engulfed in snow. Four seasoned dealers
share their tips for beating the cold

1. WELLIES
The fashion-conscious city bows to practicality
come the snow, slush and ensuing ice - you
need sturdy boots.

As folk art dealer Robert Young says: “It
is the only place n the world that makes me
feellike a gil ravelling with her heels in her
handbag.”

To counter the “New York uniform of al
black over more black”, Elle Shushan pulls out a
pair of bright red Hunter welies which “cheers
up everyone”.

2. COMFORT FOOD
Claie Brown of Rupert Wace Ancient Art buys.
‘warming soups from Hale & Hearty.

Young heads to the old-fashioned and cosy
UAbsinthe, a traditional French restaurant a
couple of blocks from the show “for oysters and

awhole roast chicken” on snowy evenings after
along day's work.

3. DIVE INTO A MUSEUM

Alongside al the commercial actvity, there's a
wealth of culural diversions in the (warm and
dry) museums.

Young will be heading to Picasso Sculpture at
MOMA (until February 7) and to the American
Folk Art Museum for Mystery and Benevolence:
Masonic and Odd Fellows Folk Art from the Alan
and Kendra Daniel Collection. Crispian Riey-
Smith suggests Pierre-Jean Mariette and the At
of Collecting Drawings at The Morgan Library &
Museu (January 22-May 1.

4. LIP BALM AND MOISTURISER
“The cold i very drying,” says Brown.

5. A WEE DRAM
Asingle malt, neat,for Shushan, wile Young
experiments with bourbon and rye whiskey
from one of the caft distilleies “taken either
“straight up’ o with a splash of water, certainly
not drowned n ice”.

Making way for contemporary
ceramics and glass artists
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