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“The Tate Britain’s first exhibition
of British Folk Art in the summer
of 2014 raised the profile of this
healthy but niche area of the
art/antiques market, at a time when
general interest and prices were
already on the rise —a trend that
has continued eversince.

Regarding specific trends for

next year, I'm delighted to say that
there is a marked steer away from re-painted furniture and a
growing understanding and appreciation of original surface, both in
English and European works, (particularly Swedish).

The other trend is for sculptural pieces, case furniture is less
popular than it used to be and there is increased interest in
primitive chairs, cricket and tavern tables. Pieces that can free stand
and be seen in the round, making a strong graphic statement will be
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popular.With folk art works, colour is becoming more sought after,
bright fairground pieces, game boards and trade signs, as long as the
paint is original! The best early (18th-century and |9th-century)
primitive and naive art has been growing in understanding,
popularity and demand for several years now and again there is
very limited supply of fresh exciting material, so | expect that will

continue as well.

Another field, which to some extent runs alongside falk art, is
‘outsider’ art, which is growing in international popularity after it
featured prominently in the 2013 Venice Biennale. In the UK it is still a
very new market, but | think it reflects the interest and taste for
authentic primitive and naive works and their compatibility with
contemporary thinking, concepts, art and taste. There is often an
aesthetic overlap with folk art and it may be ‘one to watch’. My
personal tip for 2016 is vintage and vernacular art by children. | think
it is a fascinating area, very hard to source but can be very exciting.”
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