'V London summer

Young'’s voyage of discovery

This primitive English sailor-work ship picture, ¢.1870, depicting a cutter in full sail on a
calm sea was made with coloured wools embroidered on canvas. Offered for £3500,
it is among the works on offer in an extra catalogue to be produced by Battersea folk
art gallery Robert Young
Antiques this year.

These embroidered
ship portraits, which
generally depict naval
warships, merchant
vessels or private yachts
broadside, were popular
in Britain particularly in
the 1860s-80s.

Though sometimes
believed to be the work of
sailors on long voyages,
it is possible that some
portraits were stitched
for seamen by artisans
familiar with the sea.

Launching online
in August, 0/d Salt will feature a range of nautical works, with a collection of
woolworks, such as the one pictured, at its heart.

The catalogue is an addition to the gallery's usual schedule, which Young devised
during the disruption of lockdown.

> robertyoungantiques.com
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Download our new e-catalogue 11

alteagallery.com
Tel. 020 7491 0010

Left Daniel
Crouch Rare
Books offers the
Harisse Codex
attributed to the
cartographer
Agnese, for
$4.5m as part of
Amor Librorum
Nos Unit
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Books unite the trade

This portolan atlas known as the Harisse Codex is attributed to cartographer
Battista Agnese, who worked in Venice. Agnese produced highly decorated
manuscript atlases for a number of royal patrons (Charles V, Philip Il of Spain) and
while this work is not recorded in a census of his portolans compiled in 1931, it
corresponds with a group he produced from 1545-55 and has been attributed by the
bibliographer Henry Harisse

The volume is offered in its original binding by Daniel Crouch Rare Books for
$4.5m in the interactive online catalogue Amor Librorum Nos Unit (‘the love of books
unites us’)

Named for the ILAB motto, the catalogue is a major project and the result of
collaboration between seven book dealers: Crouch, Stéphane Clavreuil, Jorn
Giinther, Peter Harrington, Jonathan Hill. Umberto Pregliasco and Bernard Shapero
It was released in early July, though Crouch says Giinther came up with the idea while
leaving this year's curtailed TFFAF Maastricht

It features 35 manuscripts spanning from 1255-1962 laid out in chronological
order. Each work can be explored in depth by visiting an individual page linked to
from the main catalogue

“One of the things |'ve been trying to do during lockdown is to think of new ways
to engage with existing and potential customers while some of the more traditional
avenues of fairs, exhibitors and gallery visits are compromised,” says Crouch, who is
also redesigning his website (due to launch in September)

He stresses that he has found it possible to sell valuable works online, but adds
“Capturing a conception of
scale has been the hardest
element - in the end the only
way we could give a sense of
the sheer size of some of our
monumental wall maps was to
hire the studio the Spice Girls
shot videos in and hang it with
18th century town plans.”

» amorlibrorumnosunit.com
» crouchrarebooks.com
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