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Dwarf conifers are a group of small, slow-growing coniferous trees and shrubs that are known for their 
year-round appeal, including their unique winter colors and characteristics.

Pinus strobus ‘Louie’
Common Name: Louie Eastern White Pine
This colorful evergreen conifer boasts a compact and pyramidal shape. During the winter months, its 
needles take on a striking golden-yellow hue that contrasts beautifully with the surrounding landscape.

Growth Rate: Slow

Mature Size: 15-20 feet in height

Hardiness Zones: 3-8

Special Features: Louie Eastern White Pine is low-maintenance and provides a pop of color to the 
winter garden.

Pinus contorta ‘Chief Joseph’
Common Name: Chief Joseph Lodgepole Pine
Chief Joseph is renowned for its brilliant golden-yellow foliage, especially in the winter. This small tree 
becomes a stunning focal point during the colder months.

Growth Rate: Slow to moderate

Mature Size: 6-8 feet in height

Hardiness Zones: 4-8

Special Features: Its vibrant winter color makes it a prized addition to any landscape.

Cryptomeria japonica ‘Black Dragon’
Common Name: Black Dragon Japanese Cedar
Black Dragon Japanese Cedar is a compact, slow-growing conifer with vibrant deep-green foliage. 
Its unusual texture and deep-green color add interest to the garden.

Growth Rate: Slow

Mature Size: 3-4 feet in height

Hardiness Zones: 6-9

Special Features: Semi-dwarf habit and unusual foliage texture, adds interest year-round.
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Cupressus macrocarpa ‘Wilma Goldcrest’
Common Name: Wilma Goldcrest Monterey Cypress
Wilma Goldcrest is a slender, columnar conifer with bright golden-yellow foliage year-round. This 
vibrant color becomes particularly pronounced in winter.

Growth Rate: Moderate

Mature Size: 7-10 feet in height

Hardiness Zones: 7-10

Special Features: Its lemony fragrance and distinct color make it a standout in winter gardens.

Microbiota decussata
Common Name: Russian Cypress
Microbiota decussata is a low-spreading conifer with scale-like foliage that turns bronze purple in the 
winter, adding an understated but appealing touch to the garden.

Growth Rate: Slow

Mature Size: 1-2 feet in height

Hardiness Zones: 3-7

Special Features: Its compact form and winter color make it a great ground cover choice.

Tsuga canadensis ‘Gentsch White’
Common Name: Gentsch White Canadian Hemlock
Gentsch White features green foliage with attractive, white-tipped new growth, creating a striking 
contrast during the winter.

Growth Rate: Slow

Mature Size: 3-5 feet in height

Hardiness Zones: 4-8

Special Features: This unique winter coloration adds visual interest to shady areas.

Dwarf conifers, including these winter color varieties, are valued for their ability to maintain their appeal 
throughout the year. They make excellent choices for small gardens, rock gardens, or as specimen 
plants, and their distinctive winter colors can brighten up the garden even on the coldest days.


