
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Commissioning & Installation Guide 
FOR HEADLINER SHELF (ALL MODELS) 

Rev. 6 | August 2019  



Thank you for being our customer 
Firstly, we appreciate you putting your confidence in our product. If any part of the 

process in having your shelf built or installed is unclear, or if you need additional 
assistance, please contact us right away at sean@vancillary.com 

Crafting your Headliner Shelf 
If you’re reading this, you’ve purchased our Headliner Shelf kit with 1:1 scale printed 

paper template. Building your headliner shelf can be a simple job, and you are likely 
already are simmering on a few ideas of how it should be done. Here are some tips from 
us: 

ĭ Install the bracket kit first (next section) and roughly measure the distance across 
the cabin between the opposing bracket. Do this for both.  The distance  should 
correspond to the measurements listed on the paper template. Some vans with previous 
modification to the headliner may vary from the template slightly and will require 
additional trimming. 

ĭ Most users have a great experience using  ½” plywood, but some opt to go with a 
thicker 3⁄4” plywood. If using a ¾” you may need to do some additional beveling to 
accommodate the inward taper of the headliner (more details below). 

ĭ For staining or painting, we suggest using baltic birch plywood. For a raw wood 
look, we recommend bamboo plywood. 

ĭ Transpose the outline of the paper template by cutting it along the perimeter, then 
trace. 

ĭ Always trace the template to the underside, i.e. the surface that will face 
downwards, and cut on this side. The exit side of most jigsaw cutting blades can leave a 
rough edge, so it is better to have the rough edges out of sight. 

ĭ On the area forward of the front (shorter) brackets, towards the front of the 
vehicle, the edge will require bevel of approximately 45 degrees to accommodate the angle 
of the headliner surface. Visualize the way the shelf will rest after your cut to ensure you 
are beveling the correct way, when in doubt, visualize it again. If not able to cut on an 
angle, you can simply trim additional material off of the front edge to accommodate the 
angle of the headliner.  

ĭ For ¾” plywood, you may need to introduce an additional bevels on the sides at 
accommodate the headliner taper. See photo: 
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ĭ Trim, test fit (with brackets installed, see instructions), and repeat until satisfied. 

ĭ Mark fastener holes only after satisfied with fit, then drill with 7/32” bit. A 1/4 ” bit 
will also work but will be slightly oversized. 

ĭ Use a strip of plywood to emulate a retainer flange which prevents things from 
sliding out during transit.  

ĭ Stain, clear coat, or paint to give the plywood a clean finish. Let dry before final 
installation. 

Installation 
It’s easy. You’ll need: 

ĭ Screwdriver(s) with Phillips, Flat, Torx-25 and Torx-30 bit heads 

ĭ A ⅜” wrench 
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Note: Instructions show a metal shelf being installed, which was a past 
version of this product. Installation for a wood shelf​ is the same! 

1. Remove coat hook cover by gently prying on underside and pulling up on the 
plastic at the same time
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2. Unscrew coat hook using T-20 bit

 
3. Gently pull back plastic trim and slide in rear (long) bracket, aligning bracket 

eyelet with screw hole
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