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Thank You 
Hey partner - Sean here from vancillary. We’re a very small (one person) business dedicated to 
helping like-minded van builders craft their vision by saving time, money, and potential 
headache through this journey. 
If any part of the process of building or installing your shelf is unclear, please contact me right 
away via email at sean@vancillary.com. We’ll get it sorted together. 

Getting Started 
We don’t mean to delay things further, but there is an important housekeeping note to cover. 
This product is sold as a do-it-yourself kit. By proceeding, you are doing so at your own risk, 
and waive us of any liability. If you do not agree, contact us to discuss refund options. 
Okay, on with the good stuff. Building your headliner shelf is a simple job. You’re likely 
simmering on a few ideas of how it should be done. Here’s our official take on the process: 

What you’ll need 
• Vancillary Ford Transit Headliner Shelf Kit (2015+) 
• ½” Plywood Sheet, minimum of 5’ x 3’ (baltic birch or bamboo recommended) 
• Jigsaw with wood cutting blade (a circular saw or table saw can speed things up) 
• Drill with 9/32” and 7/32” bit (size up, if unavailable) 
• Wood glue 
• Scissors 
• Clear packing tape 
• 3/8″ (14mm) wrench 
• 7mm socket  
• Philips screwdriver 

Building Your Headliner Shelf 

1. Unfold the paper template and trim the longest, 
straight edge on the line. Let’s coin this edge the 
‘flange edge’ for further reference. 

2. Roughly trim the balance of the template perimeter. 
In efforts of saving time we recommend leaving +/- 
1/2” of material on the outside of the line. The 
excess doesn’t affect your ability to jigsaw 
accurately.  

3. Orient your plywood so that the ‘nice’ face is right-
side up on your work surface. This is going to be 
the ultimately visible underside when the shelf is 
installed.   

4. Align the flange edge of the template to the existing 
straight edge of your plywood on the upright face. Using clear packing tape, secure the 
template along the edge. This cuts out a big portion of the cutting. Puns intended. Smooth 
out the balance of template and tape along the entire perimeter, taking out as much slack in 
the paper as possible in the process 
Note the action of a jigsaw cutting blade can leave a rough edge on the exit side, this is why 
the orientation of your plywood matters. Double check that you’re working on the correct 
face. 

Trimming template, step 2.



 
5. Using your jigsaw, cut along the outside 

perimeter line. If you have a circular or table 
saw, it may be speedier and a cleaner cut to 
use it on the two straight sides, then finish 
the curved edge with the jigsaw. Remove 
paper and tape remnants from the plywood. 

6. Craft and mount a front flange using leftover 
plywood and wood glue. Use the provided 
template! 

7. You’ll need to mark, and drill, the fastener 
penetrations. Proceed to installation steps 
before moving on to the next step. 

  
8. Stain, paint, or wrap in fabric to give the shelf your personal touch.  Let dry before final 

installation. Looking for inspiration on how to finish yours? Check out our instagram. 



Installation 
9. Using a 7 mm socket or nut driver, locate and remove the bolts from underside of the 

existing console supports, on the outside of the driver and passenger sun visors. There are 
two bolts on each side, each unique to the hole that they came out of. 

10. Pull console support downward from the headliner, just enough to slide the bracket in. 
Repeat on the other side. The square holes in the brackets fit over the lip of the two anchor 
points. The ‘Z’ of the bracket goes upwards, providing a raised surface to mount the shelf.



11. Replace screws in the same location that they were removed from, then tighten. Be careful 
not to over tighten the front (windshield side) screw.  

12. Remove cubby inserts above the dome light by pinching at the center, then pulling out. 
Take your shelf, once cut to size and satisfied with fit, and rest it on top of the brackets and 
OEM console. Mark the location for the center hole. You will need a shortened pencil for 
this task (ikea has em!).



13. Mark location of the six holes (3 per bracket) of the brackets on the shelf. The short pencil 
is needed again to get to the front hole.

  
14. Drill center hole with a 9/32” drill bit and the six edge holes with a 7/32” drill bit (size-up if 

you do not have exact bits). At this point, return to Step 8 to finish the shelf with paint, stain, 
or headliner fabric. 

15. Reinstall your finished shelf and fasten with a 1/4-20 X 1" machine screw and nut in the 
center hole, and 10-24 x 3/4 machine screws and nuts for each of the six bracket holes.

   



16. Voila, the job is done!

  


