
Lucy M Le Cimetière 
Piccadilly Pinot Noir 
The new wines from 
Anton Von Klopper are 
an exciting return to 
form. After a series of 
vintages experimenting 
with zippy but slightly 
underripe fruit, he seems 
to have gone the other 
direction, harvesting on 
the later side in order to 
capture the full phenolic 
potential of his grapes. 
Don’t get me wrong: I 
don’t think I’ve ever had 
a wine from Anton I 
haven’t liked, but this year is especially wonderful. This Pinot Noir comes from a warm, 
low-elevation vineyard in the Piccadilly Valley, just west of Adelaide in Southern 
Australia. As mentioned, the grapes come in quite ripe, are macerated for 10 days, and 
then fermented in large clay vessels. Tasting this wine was nostalgic for me, because it 
reminded me of some early days trying to get into wine, winding through Sonoma and 
tasting the powerful Pinots of the Russian River Valley. Except here, there is no oak 
masking the lushness of the fruit, and no sulfur clipping the dazzling aromatic 
complexity of this noble grape. This is the kind of wine I open after I sit down for dinner 
and drink slowly all the way through the cheese course. Yes, make yourself a cheese 
course.  

Belluard Ayse Perles du Mont Blanc 
Dom Belluard passed away eighteen months ago. It was one of a series of deaths that 
rocked the natural wine world. I guess there’s a lot I could say about that, but given the 
condensed medium of a wine club write-up, I’ll focus on something else. His friend and 
colleague, Jean-François Ganevat, stepped in to finish the harvest and oversee the 
fermentation and bottling of the wines. It’s not the first time someone has stepped up 
and overseen a vintage for someone that has passed away. We put a lot of emphasis 
on the importance of winemakers—their vision, eccentricities and tastes; and on terroir—
the soil, climate and traditions of a region. But another factor often escapes our 
appreciation of wine, even while it remains central to a winemaker’s trade: the 
objective condition of ripening grapes that need to be harvested and processed. 
Ganevat was not just carrying out the vision of his friend; he was demonstrating a 
shared commitment to the sacred rhythm of the seasons. This is sparkling wine, made 
from Gringet, energized by ancient Alpine glaciers living out their final decades here 
on earth. Lots of wines are fun to drink. But like winter itself, this wine holds a darkness.  
Don’t turn away from it. 

Hervé Villemade Bovin Blanc 
Hervé Villemade is a pillar in the 
Loire Valley, where his family has 
been making wine in Cheverny 
for generations. In 1995, he took 
charge of Domaine du Moulin 
and quickly discovered he was 
allergic to huge amount of 
sulfites being used in the the 
vineyards and cellar. So, inspired 
by the wines of Lapierre and 
Puzelat, he started making wines 
without yeast or sulfur. He 
quickly learned that hands-off 
cellar work requires pristine fruit, so he converted to organics and never looked 
back. Today, he makes benchmark natural wines that range from liters of zingy 
Gamay to deep, kaleidoscopic Romorantin. Along with Puzelat, his lineup of wines 
offers the most complete portrait of the Loire Valley that I know of. Hervé also hunts, 
and makes terrine out of the animals he shoots. I always think about that when I 
drink these wines. Just makes sense. 100% Old School. The Bovin Blanc is all 
Sauvignon Blanc and bottled in a liter in homage to the golden age of 
cooperatives, when real wine was available on the roadside for less than the price 
of mineral water. Drink with a board of charcuterie.  
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Marcel Richaud Terre d’Aigles 
Marcel Richaud is one of those winemakers that 
has been central to the evolution of natural wine, 
but has somehow escaped acclaim on American 
shores, most likely because his wines don’t fit the 
globalist glou-glou mold. On the contrary, these 
are deep, rustic wines with significant power and 
depth. Despite the changing winds of the ever 
expanding market, Richaud’s style has not 
changed for 39 years. “From a very young age I 
w a s p a s s i o n at e a b o u t v i t i c u l t u re a n d 
winemaking, and dropped out of high school at 
17 to study viticulture I've always felt a very 
special energy in the vineyard, that my life was 
here in Cairanne that wine from the region could 
be something special, and that I was destined to 
make it.” Indeed, we are lucky to have these 
wines, hewn from the deep clay and granite of 
the Rhone Valley. Terre d’Aigles is a blend of 
Syrah, Grenache and a dash of Carignan. It is fruity, spicy and savory. Everything 
you’d want for a holiday meal. 
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Dominique Belluard surrounded by his Gringet vines  

in the foothills of the Alps
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