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17 Ways to Clean Your Jewelry Using Home Products
Tips

•	 When	using	a	toothbrush	always	use	a	soft	one.	You	can	either	find	a	old	one	that	has	
been	used	pretty	well.	Or	find	a	baby	toothbrush	that	is	designed	for	gentle	cleaning.

•	 When rinsing your jewelry make sure to use cool water. Warm water can have negative 
effects	on	gemstones.

•	 Always use a lint free soft cloth when drying or rubbing your jewelry. This will allow for 
less abrasive behavior and prevent from scratching the surface.

•	 When cleaning your jewelry you will most likely be by a sink either kitchen or 
bathroom. MAKE SURE THE DRAIN IS CLOSED OR AT LEAST BLOCKED. You don’t want 
to	have	to	fish	out	stones	or	entire	pieces	down	the	drain.	It	is	no	fun	and	you	may	
never get it back.

If the jewelry you want to clean is an antique, or extremely old, use caution when cleaning 
yourself. Facets for the stones may become loose and you don’t want to lose them!

If you have any doubt on cleaning your jewelry bring it into Silverado Portland, we will 
know exactly what to do.

Now	on	to	the	good	stuff.



i Icon Reference
Bronze:

Copper:

Silver:

Opal:

Pearl:

Emerald:

Amber:

Turquoise:
Gold:

Platinum:

Diamond:

Ruby:

Sapphire:

Pewter:
Brass:
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Extremly Delicate Gemstones:
Amber, Coral, Drusy, Emeralds, Malachite, Mother of Pearl, Opals, Pearls, 
Peridot, and Unstabilized Turquoise.

Use extreme caution when cleaning these gemstones.

It is recommended to only use cool water with a small amount of mild soap, 
and soft wash cloth.



1. Window Cleaner
Use On:

Don’t Use:

Instructions:
Squirt the window cleaner into a bowl or directly 
onto the jewelry pieces. 

Let the jewelry sit for at least 30 seconds.

Brush the jewelry with a soft toothbrush. 

Rinse with cool water.

Dry quickly with a soft cloth.
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Use On:

Don’t Use:

Instructions:

2. Ammonia

Mix 2-3 tablespoons of ammonia into 1 cup of warm 
water.

Place jewelry into the solution and let it sit for 30 
minutes.

Remove and rinse with cool water.

If more cleaning is needed. Dip a soft toothbrush 
into the solution and scrub tarnished areas.

Once clean, dry quickly with a soft cloth.
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BONUS
Add an additional couple of tablespoons of mild dish detergent to the mixed solution for an 
added cleaning bonus.



3. Vinegar
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Use On:

Don’t Use:

Instructions:
Fill a bowl or cup with vinegar. Just enough to 
completely cover the jewelry.

Let the jewelry sit for at least 15 minutes.

Scrub with soft toothbrush if needed.

Rinse with cool water.

Dry with soft wash cloth.

BONUS
Mix	2	tablespoons	of	salt	with	a	cup	of	vinegar.	Mix	in	flour	until	a	paste	is	formed.	Coat	jewelry	
with paste an let sit for at least 15 minutes.



4. Alka Seltzer
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Use On:

Don’t Use:

Instructions:
Place two Alka Seltzer tablets into a cup of water.

Once	the	tablets	start	fizzing	place	the	jewelry	into	
the cup.

Let the jewelry sit for at least 5 minutes.

Rinse in cool water.

Dry the jewelry with a soft cloth.



5. Baking Soda
Use On:

Don’t Use:

Instructions:
Add 1/4 a cup of baking soda with a few drops of 
water. You want a consistency of a thick paste.

Gently	scrub,	rub,	and	buff	your	jewelry	using	the	
paste and soft cloth, or toothbrush.

Brush until all dirt and grime is gone.

Rinse with cool water.

Dry quickly.

BONUS
Baking soda goes great with a lot of other cleaning “recipes”. Sprinkle baking soda on your 
jewelry then add vinegar. Let it sit for a while. Rinse. Dry. NOTE: Do not use this with gemstones 
as it may unloosen the glue and cause them to fall out.

For the best jewelry cleaning recipe jump to the end of the ebook. It involves baking soda, 
aluminum foil, and salt... Interesting. 7



6. Toothpaste

8

Use On:

Don’t Use:

Instructions:
Grab some tooth paste. The non-gel kind. Place it 
on a soft toothbrush.

Simply brush your jewlery trying to get all dirt and 
grime removed.

Rinse with cool water.

Dry with a soft cloth.

BONUS
Get	toothpaste	that	has	baking	soda	in	it.	This	will	give	an	added	punch	when	fighting	grime	and	
dirt from your jewelry.



7. Mild Detergent
Use On:

Instructions:
This is the classic method of cleaning your jewelry.

Use water and a little bit of detergent to make a 
soapy solution.

Submerge your jewelry and rub dry with a soft 
cloth. With harder gemstones, you can use a soft 
toothbrush for additional cleaning power.

NOTE: Make sure to use cold water. Especially with 
emeralds because of their small impurities.
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BONUS
If you want to clean a pearl. You can make a soapy solution, using BABY SOAP. Because 
traditionally baby soap is pH neutral. Therefore it won’t damage your pearl.



Use On:

Don’t Use:

Instructions:

8. Sparkling Water

Fill up a glass or bowl with sparkling water. Just 
enough to cover the jewelry.

Make sure that it is sodium free club soda!

Let	the	jewelry	soak	for	at	least	five	minutes.

If jewelry is really dirty. It is safe to soak overnight.

Stir the solution gently to help looses gunk. Also, 
it is safe to use a soft toothbrush for aditional 
cleaning.

Rinse with cool water and dry with soft cloth.
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BONUS
For added cleaning solution add a few drops of dish detergent into the sparkling water.



9. Ketchup
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Use On:

Don’t Use:

Instructions:
Place ketchup into a bowl.

If your jewelry has a smooth surface, let it sit in the 
ketchup for no more than a few minutes.

If it is not a smooth surface use a soft toothbrush to 
help clean the jewelry.

Rinse with cool water.

Dry with soft cloth.



10. Vodka
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Use On:

Don’t Use:

Instructions:
Fill a cup, bowl, or shot glass with vodka. Make sure 
your jewelry is completly submerged.

Let you jewelry sit for 2 minutes.

In addition you can put some vodka on a lint free 
cloth and wipe down your jewelry.

Rinse with cool water.

Dry.

NOTE: Vodka only works on crystilline 
gemstones(diamonds, emeralds, rubies, etc.)



Lemon Lime Soda
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Use On:

Don’t Use:

Instructions:
Pour lemon lime soda into a cup or bowl, 
submerging your jewelry.

Let it sit for 30 minutes.

Rinse with cool water and dry.

11.



Shampoo
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Use On:

Instructions:
Very similar to a mild dish detergent. Shampoo can 
clean your jewelry.

Place a few drops in water to create a sudsy 
solution.

Place your jewelry in the solution. Let it sit for 1 
minute.

You can use a soft toothbrush to get the hard to 
reach places.

Rinse with cool water.

Dry with soft lint free cloth.

12.

BONUS
For cleaning pearls use a gentle baby shampoo and dilute it with water to wash them.



Hydrogen Peroxide
Use On:

Don’t Use:

Instructions:

BONUS

Fill a cup, cap, or bowl with hydrogen peroxide. Just 
enough to completly cover your jewelry.

Once you put the jewelry in, the hydrogen peroxide 
will	begin	to	fizzz.

Wait for 45 seconds-1 minute.

Repeat the process.

Keep repeating the process until there is a 
significant	less	amount	of	fizz.

Rinse in cool water. Then dry with soft cloth.

Make a super cleaning paste by mixing hydrogen peroxide with baking soda. Scrub gently with 
soft toothbrush to get hard to reach places.
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13.



Use On:

Don’t Use:

Instructions:

Lemon Juice

Squirt	lemon	juice	on	your	jewelry	or	fill	a	small	cup	
or bowl with it.

Once your jewelry gets covered in lemon juice begin 
rubbing with a soft lint free cloth.

Scrub	and	buff	until	satisfied.

Rinse with cold water.

Dry with soft lint free cloth.

This is a great way to remove tarnish from silver 
pieces.
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14.



Beer
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Use On:

Don’t Use:

Instructions:
Make sure you are not using dark ale.

Pour the beer onto your jewelry. 

Use	a	soft	cloth	to	rub	and	buff	your	jewelry	until	
desired results.

Rinse with cool water.

Dry with soft lint free cloth.

This method works extremly well with gold.

15.



Damp Cloth
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Use On:

Instructions:
This is the safest method for cleaning all types of 
jewelry.

Get a lint free soft cloth.

Dampen it with some cool water.

Rub	and	scrub	you	jewelry	until	you	are	satisfied.

Give it one more quick rinse in cool water.

Then dry.

NOTE: When cleaning pearls you do not want to 
soak them. Since they are porous the are able to 
absorb the water.  Make sure to clean then dry right 
away.

16.



Denture Tablets
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Use On:

Don’t Use:

Instructions:
Very similar to alka seltzer.

Place two denture tablets into a cup of water.

Once	the	tablets	start	fizzing	place	the	jewelry	into	
the cup.

Let the jewelry sit for at least 5 minutes.

Rinse in cool water.

Dry the jewelry with a lint free soft cloth.

17.



Cleaning Recipe
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Aluminum Foil Trick:
Cover the bottom of a bowl or pan with aluminum foil.

Bring 1 cup of water to a boil.

Mix 1 tablespoon salt. And 1 tablespoon of baking soda. Into the boiling water.

Pour the mixture on the aluminum foil.

Now put your jewelry in the bowl. It needs to be touching the aluminum foil!

Now slowly add 1/2 a cup of vinegar. It should start to bubble.

Let it sit for 5-10 minutes.

Rinse and dry with a soft cloth.

This	method	works	best	with	gold-filled,	brass,	german	(nickel)	silver,	and	sterling	silver.

VI



Final Words
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Final Words:
Every	piece	of	jewelry	is	different.	

Make sure that when it comes to cleaning your jewelry that you are extra careful with soft gems 
and antiques.

The last thing you want to do is damage your priceless jewelry.

If you are uncertain on how to clean your jewelry, bring it in to SIlverado Portland. We will 
happily	help	you	figure	out	what	cleaning	methods	will	work	best.

Remember jewelry is suppose to be worn. So get it dirty! And make memories.

You now know how to get is sparkling clean with products you already own.

Visit www.silveradoportland.com for more helpful jewelry hints :)
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http://www.silveradoportland.com

