
Greetings, maker!

You’re about to embark on a heavy-duty bag making project that 
features leather straps and metal rivets. Learning to set rivets cor-
rectly is crucial to ensuring that your fi nished bag is strong and its 
weight-bearing straps hold up to wear and tear over ti me. Here are 
some things to keep in mind that will help set you up for success!
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 LEATHER WEIGHT RIVET  POST LENGTH

5–7 oz S M A L L   ( 6–7 mm or 0.25”–0.30”)

7–8 oz M E D I U M   (7–9.5 mm or 0.30”–0.38”)

8–10 oz L A R G E   (10–11 mm or 0.4”–0.5”) 

10-11oz E X T R A  L A R G E   (12–13 mm or  0.5”)
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B A M !
B A M !

P R A C T I C E

> Rivet setti  ng is a skill that’s built with practi ce! 

> Practi ce on scrap leather and fabric before 

   setti  ng rivets on your bag.

> Take ti me to acquaint yourself with new tools.

C H E C K

>  When fully set, rivets should be slightly   

    indented into the leather.

>  Pinch the rivet between your thumb and 

    forefinger to make sure it feels straight.

>  Tug on the strap to check the hold is strong. k l umhou s e .c om / b l og / f i x-h a r d w a r e

T R O U B L E S H O O T

Did you set a rivet incorrectly? Don’t worry! 

Here’s a video tutorial on removing wonky rivets: 


