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TACKLING TICKS TOGETHER

Understanding Blacklegged Ticks: Key Characteristics 
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Small rodents, 
a variety of birds, 
deer, larger mammals,
adult and nymph
stages readily bite
humans.

Anaplasmosis, 
Babesia microti, 
Powassan Virus, 
Borrelia miyamotoi, 
Ehrlichia muris
eauclarensis, 
Can cause tick paralysis 
Bartonella and Rickettsia
strains (potentially)

Feeds on: 

Pathogens transmitted: 

Black Legged
Ticks

The colour and appearance of blacklegged ticks can be
influenced by many factors, including their age, feeding
status, and environmental conditions. Adult females have
a reddish-orange abdomen, while adult males have a
darker abdomen with a black spot near their rear end. Both
males and females have black legs, which is where they
get their name "blacklegged" tick from. When engorged
with blood, they can appear swollen and greyish in colour.

Colour:

Blacklegged ticks aka Deer
ticks (Ixodes scapularis) are
small arachnids that can
transmit a range of tick-
borne illnesses, including
Lyme disease. Being able to
identify and understand their
key characteristics and
habits can help people take
the necessary precautions to 
avoid potential exposure to these illnesses.
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The blacklegged tick can go for up to two years without a blood meal by going into a state of suspended
animation known as diapause. During diapause, the ticks reduce their metabolic rate and become nearly
dormant, enabling them to survive harsh environmental conditions such as winter months when their
hosts are not active. This adaptation enables blacklegged ticks to remain active in the environment and
pose a risk to humans for an extended period, even when their hosts are not present.

Interesting fact:
A single female Rocky Mountain
wood tick can lay up to 6000 eggs

Size:
Adult blacklegged ticks are
typically about the size of a
sesame seed, measuring around
3-5 millimetres in length, while
nymphs and larvae are roughly
the size of a poppy seed. 

Blacklegged ticks have a flat and
oval-shaped body, with a
rounded or teardrop-like
appearance. They have eight
legs that are black, long and thin,
which are used to attach to and
feed on their hosts. The shape
and appearance of blacklegged
ticks can vary depending on their
life stage and feeding status,
with fed ticks appearing grey,
bloated and elongated.

Shape:

Blacklegged ticks are typically found in wooded and grassy areas in many parts of North America,
including certain regions of Canada. To minimize the risk of exposure to ticks, it is important to take
precautions when spending time in areas where ticks are known to be present, such as wearing
protective clothing and using insect repellent. 

Location:

Blacklegged Tick

Western
Blacklegged Tick
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