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C R A F T S 
Carole shares her plans for the festive season
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“Christmas is such a wonderful time of the year. 
We’re all busy planning festive parties and 

get-togethers, but taking time to choose and 
make those all-important festive touches is 
a must. During the build-up to Christmas, 
there’s always a real buzz in the office at Party 
Pieces, and it’s great seeing what trends are 

flying out the door each year. Something tells 
me our special Nutcracker advent calendar will 

be a must-have item this year!”

C A R O L E 
M I D D L E TO N ’S

HONEYCOMB DECS 
Be brave and follow the latest trend of 
large-scale decorations. 3D honeycombs 
are very popular this year, and they  
create such a dramatic effect when  
mixed with paper party fans and tissue 
pompoms. Metallic hanging bauble 
decoration, £12.99 for five, 
partypieces.co.uk  

TREE GARLAND 
Enlist some young helpers to personalise this 
DIY garland. Just adding a few extra festive 
embellishments such as glitter, buttons and foils 
will make it truly unique. Store in a safe place and 
you have a decoration that can be used every year. 
Paper-and-String Sew Your Own Christmas garland, 
£15, notonthehighstreet.co.uk

TABLE LIGHTS
A must-have for all the 
best-dressed dining tables 
this Christmas are these 
fabulous golden table lights. 
Why not try weaving them 
through a Christmas wreath for 
a centrepiece? Gold LED lights, 
£8.99, partypieces.co.uk

DIY CHRISTMAS CARDS
Making your own Christmas cards is such 
a lovely way to show the recipient you’re 
thinking of them over the festive season. 
Make your own Christmas cards set, £5, 
paperchase.co.uk 

CONFETTI 
BALLOON KIT 
Confetti balloon kits are 
all the rage this Christmas. 
Just fill each balloon with 
generous amounts of 
confetti and helium, add 
the glitzy ribbon and they’ll 
be perfect for a New Year’s 
Eve party. Shine confetti 
balloon kit, £11.99 for eight, 
partypieces.co.uk  

NUTCRACKER 
CALENDAR 
This is such a brilliant twist on an 
advent calendar. Each tiny draw 
is filled with a delicate charm 
that together make up a charm 
bracelet. Make sure you keep 
the trinket box for decoration 
– it’s a beautiful keepsake. 
Nutcracker calendar, £15.99, 
partypieces.co.uk

WOODEN 
STAMP 
Wooden stamps look great when used on 
traditional rustic card. Use this stamp to make your own 
gift tags, which will look very effective teamed with 
some homemade wrapping paper. East Of India Merry 
Christmas rubber stamp, £4.75, johnlewis.com

VERY MERRY 
CUPCAKE SET 
All children love to bake, 
and this charming Christmas 
cupcake kit is such a fun, festive 
activity to enjoy while sharing 
special time together. Very 
merry cupcake kit, £9.99 for 24, 
partypieces.co.uk  


