
“The Boot Whisperer”

“Best Vintage Find” Southern Accents • “Where to Buy” London Financial Times 2006

 Wild West
HUNDREDS OF VINTAGE

 COWBOY BOOTS
•Buy! Sell! Trade!

Just off the Wimberley Square
Olde Towne Plaza - 13709 RR 12

512-847-1219
www.koolboots.com

    Store

The O

“Go for a consultation with the Boot Whisperer, who reads feet 
like a psychic reads palms.” Texas Monthly, August 2010

Open by appointment. Please call in advance 512-293-4890. 

as seen on BBC World News July 2013

WIMBERLEY

EAGLE MOUNTAIN FLAGS
• Flags & Flagpoles
• Patriotic Gifts
• Knives & Cutlery

333 FM 2325 • Wimberley, Texas
www.EMFlag.com 

Mon-Thurs 9 am-5 pm • Friday 9 am-3 pm

512-847-0010 • 800-385-5605
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On the Square diagonally across from Kiss the Cook 
(between Bent Tree Gallery & Papa Hoos Popcorn)

512-406-1719 • www.ply-yarn.com

LEARN TO KNIT 
OR WEAVE!

OPEN DAILY 
(Closed Mondays in June, July & August) 

Classes & Groups Available 

We’ve Moved!
We’re Higher ... Dryer ... Bigger ... Better!

By ErniE AltgEkt

San Antonio writer Ashlee S. Kinsel’s 
first novel, A Sacred Silence, is a 
must-read for any and all who have 

struggled with a deep despair following 
a personal loss. 

Through this well written narrative, 
an engrossing story unfolds about a 
young lady’s struggle to “understand” 
why her God has taken so much, ulti-
mately leaving her with a profound 
emptiness and inability to love. 

But, as readers will joyfully discover, 
through the foresight of her remarkable 
grandmother, the deeply troubled pro-
tagonist, Eliza, is able to find redemp-
tion, romance and, so much more. 

A Sacred Silence is truly an inspiring 
story of spiritual re-birth that those of all 
faiths, backgrounds and ages can and 
will easily relate to. 

As the story recounts, remarkably, it 
was a long-hidden diary penned by Eli-
za’s deceased but much adored grand-

mother, Dusky, 
that ultimately 
offered an ave-
nue for salva-
tion from her 
unhappy exis-
tence which, 
due to her fa-
ther’s earlier 
abandonment 
followed by the 
tragic death of 
her mother, left 
her stifled by 
grief, anger and 
confusion. 

Set equally 
in the San Anto-
nio of the mid 

1960s, Northern Mexico during the heat-
ed revolution of the early 20th Century 
and, on a present-day remote and se-
cluded Hill Country ranch near Camp 
Wood, readers will be excitingly trans-
ported across space and time as the plot 
seamlessly intertwines building to a re-
warding, revealing and much anticipat-
ed conclusion. 

The characters introduced are believ-
able, admirable and inspirational in their 
own right and, as the story progresses, it 
becomes impossible not to cheer for the 
major participants with the hope of a 
positive resolution. 

Thankfully, due to the meticulous 
historical research conducted coupled 
with Ashlee’s natural gift for narration 
and creativity, readers won’t be disap-
pointed with any aspect of the book.  

When queried about the impetus for 
penning this novel, the author offers, 
“My personal, emotional experiences led 
me to develop the book. After losing my 
father tragically in 1993, I struggled with 
grief for 15 years and had no one to help 

me cleanse the confusion and despair 
from my own heart. It was a desperate, 
lonely time.” For a first effort, she has 
succeeded admirably in communicating 
that darkness and, as was in her case, ul-
timately finding peace and understand-
ing for the book’s primary subjects. 

Ashlee divides her time between 
her San Antonio home and her hus-
band’s family’s working ranch in Cotul-
la, Texas. She enjoys writing and is espe-
cially excited with the release of A Sacred 
Silence, her biggest literary project to 
date. With the early success of this initial 
effort, a lot more is expected from this 
very talented and empathetic writer.

FYI • A Sacred Silence ($16.99, 253 pages, pub-
lished by Deep River Books, Sisters, Oregon) is available 
through Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Google Books and also 
on the author’s web site at ashleekinsel.com.

“Eliza let the silence 
fall around her as the 
tears came faster and 

faster. She drew 
strength from her 

grandmother’s words, 
from her heart, from all 
she had endured and, 
from the woman she 

chose to be. What God 
had done in her 

grandmother, Eliza 
begged Him to do 

again, but this time in 
her own heart.”

“A Sacred Silence,” new 
book by Ashlee S. Kinsel
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Ashlee S. Kinsel. Photo courtesy Ashlee S. Kinsel.

“A Sacred Silence.” 
Photo courtesy Ashlee S. Kinsel.


