
What I know for sure… 

 

OK, let me just get this out at the beginning: I’m an Audiophile, of the ordinary garden variety kind with 
all the ailments, afflictions and shortcomings that go with that.  I’ve suffered from upgraditis, fell under 
terrible hypnosis (yes, I have a CD marked with a light-pen!), suffered many hours in bitter discontent, 
schemed, made promises (mostly to my wife), and did that so many times over that I lost count.   Yes, 
here I stand in front of you all at our Audiophile Anonymous meeting and start off by stating: “It’s been 
eight days since I’ve…bought a Lyngdorf TDAI-2170!” 

After 20 years of hogging all the living rooms of all the homes we lived in with my stereo equipment, my 
wife finally “moved” me to another room in the house- not a man-cave, but a multipurpose room that 
was properly renovated.  We spent real money on this room and even had an interior decorator help us 
with what women find essential aspects of the ambience.  When the room was done it was DONE and 
any further alterations had to get past the steering committee… 

The room looked great with hardwood, leather couches, blinds, hearth and stone, a bay window, and 
pleasing symmetry.  It had the acoustic signature of a hockey arena. 

Two very unhappy (and guilt-ridden) audiophile-years followed.  How can such a carefully chosen stereo 
sound so awful?  I’m somewhat old-school (turntable, CD’s, tubes in my amp and two-way monitors), 
and tend to pursue simple solutions for my problems (I haven’t had tone controls for years).  I also 
appreciate that you get what you pay for and often stand on my (financial) toes to obtain that “next 
level”.  My system has a replacement value of more than $15 000. 

The room was my problem:  two years of moving speakers and couches around the room (with no real 
change in sound- just deepening sighs from my spouse), reading up on Golden Ratio’s, failed attempts at 
having subwoofers clean up my bass, expensive experiments with cables and exploring room treatment 
options (THAT went over like a lead balloon) left me feeling hopeless and ready to hide in a corner with 
a pair of headphones on. 

One day I phoned Perry Pecker who’s associated with the Audio Gallery in Kelowna and lamented my 
fate to him.  Now, Perry is one of those individuals who knows that life is about having real contact with 
people.  He also takes the time to listen with interest.  When you mix this attribute with true knowledge 
of the audio industry you have a recipe to receive trustworthy, expert advice.  In the end-using 
audiophile’s world this is a resource worth having on speed dial (I’m old-school, so I memorized the 
number). 

Perry took the time and explained the virtues of Lyngdorf’s approach to digital sound reproduction to 
me.  He understood that he had to convert a conservative audiophile from a lifetime of analog beliefs to 
a radical new way of digital thinking, and with the help of two years of suffering the sonic consequences 
of a harsh room with no analog ointment to bring relief, I was willing to give this a try… 

I don’t live in a one horse town, but some people still own horses here.  This is often a challenge when 
specialized electronic equipment try to reach the shores of communities with a population below critical 
mass, but Perry pulled it off: trade-in and all (courier services, you rock!) 



The Lyngdorf slipped in between my other equipment as if it was the last piece of my puzzle.  I usually 
don’t read the owner’s manuals of new equipment I buy, and in true male tradition stumbled on without 
asking directions.  The Lyngdorf forgave me that and in 30 minutes the “Room Perfect” was set up, well, 
perfectly with clear prompts from a minimalistic display (10 minutes was spent figuring out how to 
assemble the microphone stand) 

Firstly, who designed the amp, because it looks like my audiophile dream come true?  Wow, that is the 
biggest, baddest volume control I’ve ever owned and you can spin it around again and again like a 
commercial truck’s steering wheel! The back of the box was as easy as pie.  I connected my turntable 
through the ADC module.  My multidisc player had all sorts of options and I chose as many as I could: 
HDMI (another module) and analog.  My aged (like more than 10 years old) multichannel receiver 
connected left and right to another analog input.  In the week following I managed to merge all these 
technologies and different specs through the Lyngdorf’s remarkable flexible options curtesy of its set up 
menu (I hate myself for not reading the owner’s manual, but not enough to change) 

The sound?  Looking back over 35 years of my audiophile career, I can list perhaps three times when I 
had jaw-dropping experiences.  Firstly, when I was in grade 6 and I, for the first time in my life, heard a 
high-end stereo (The speakers were a Carlsson project: Sonab OA-14), secondly, when I heard flat panel 
speakers for the first time (Magneplanar 2.7 QR, you changed how I listened to music forever), and 
finally, when I heard the Lyngdorf TDAI-2170 in my beautiful “hockey stadium” for the first time.  I am 
not going to bore you with detail, because for that we have professionals and they must make a living 
too. 

This amplifier makes my system sound like it’s not a stereo- which is my standard for a successful 
system.  And it does this in a room which should be black listed for all future audiophiles who want to 
buy this house.  It also makes my wife- who is my biggest fan and critic- say: “I think you did it!  Now, are 
you done?” 

If there is ever a banquet held for all the greatest minds in the audio industry and Mr. Peter Lyngdorf 
can’t make it: cancel the banquet and reschedule, because if he’s not there then it’s not worth having. 

System:  

Speakers:  Chario Academy-s Sonnet with stands 

Amplifier: Lyngdorf TDAI-2170 with Room Perfect 

Sources: Cambridge Audio Azur 751BD 

 : Clearaudio Concept MC with Benz Micro ACE SL through Graham Slee Reflex C  

Cables: Transparent Audio plus interconnects and bicable for speakers.  HDMI is Audioquest Vodka and I 
don’t believe in fancy power cables (yet) 

Dirty Laundry: The multichannel receiver is a 2004 Cambridge Audio Azur 540R (other sources connected 
to it include Shaw cable, Apple TV and Wii), with 2002 Chario Syntar Dialogue centre channel, 2009 
Sonance in-wall surrounds (Remember the interior decorator?), because life happens and I live in a 
house with an amazing family who likes to eat Pizza and watch movies. 



Sincerely, George Wiehahn 


