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Detective Nora 
and the Ancient Statue

Read the detective story below. You can make notes of all the clues 
the characters find as you read. Help them solve the mystery!

Nora Davis struggles to zip up her backpack1 without dropping her cell 
phone or letting her suitcase fall to the ground. She pushes her brown 
hair behind her ears. Her bright blue eyes are focused on trying to keep 
everything organized, but it is not easy! 

The young man standing next to her could be quite good looking, if he 
wasn’t dressed in a formal vest2 and a bow tie! His blond hair is in a 
style that looks like it is from the 1800s. This is William Berger – but 
certainly never “Will” Berger! 

Anyone who knows him is aware that they should never, ever try to 
shorten his name in that informal way! He is standing calmly with his 
neat briefcase and small suitcase with wheels, stopping a taxi at the 
airport. 

1 backpack: a bag students use to carry things on their back
2 vest: a piece of clothing with buttons on the front and no sleeves
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To anyone who did not know them, these two look like they have 
absolutely nothing in common. No one would guess that they are 
traveling together, in fact! But they are fellow doctoral students1 and 
close friends.

When he first met her, neat and organized William couldn’t have imagined 
a worse colleague than Nora: she is messy, always does things at the 
last minute, and worst of all, she is very nosy and pushy. She always 
gets them into trouble! Luckily for Nora, she is nice, caring, and super 
bright. So in the end, he has really come to like her as a friend. 

As history students working in a research group at their university in the 
United States, Nora and William attend many international conferences. 
They have just arrived in Mexico City2 for an international conference 
on pre-Columbian3 art.

Nora and William have worked together for over a year. Since the topics 
of their doctoral research are similar, they spend a lot of time helping 
each other prepare presentations, write articles, and develop their very 
long and difficult thesis4 projects. But looking at her neat, organized 
friend, Nora realizes they could not be more different!

“Quick, Nora!” William says, a bit impatiently. “This is our cab. We must 
get going! We still have so much to prepare before the conference 
begins!”

Nora stuffs her coat into her backpack and pulls her suitcase with her 
to the cab. “All right, off we go!” she says, tossing her things into the 
trunk5 of the taxi.

Once they both get settled6 in their rooms at the hotel, Nora and 
William meet in the hotel restaurant to look at the conference schedule. 
Professors and art curators7 from many different countries will talk 
1 doctoral student: a university student who is doing a very long research project to earn a doctorate (the highest 
university degree)
2 Mexico City: the capital and largest city of Mexico
3 pre-Columbian: before the arrival of Christopher Columbus in the Americas
4 thesis: a very long research project that is done to earn a doctorate (the highest university degree)
5 trunk: the back of the car, where you can put things
6 settled: comfortable and happy with something
7 curator: a person who is an expert and takes care of a collection (for example, at a museum)
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about their research on the art that was created before any Europeans 
arrived to the Americas1. 

“There are so many discussions that I want to listen to!” says Nora. 
“What time is your presentation, William?”

“At 2:00 tomorrow afternoon,” William replies. “I’m terribly nervous, 
though. Can you help me review my notes just one more time?”

Nora smiles at him. “We reviewed your notes at the university. Then 
we reviewed them again on the plane. I saw you putting your cards in 
order in the taxi. You are perfectly prepared!”

William straightens the papers in his folder once again. “You know that 
I have to prepare very well for this kind of thing. I’m not like you, who 
can do everything at the last minute and work by instinct. It’s really 
amazing! Suddenly, when you see a piece of art or an object made 
hundreds of years ago, you can tell us all about it! It’s like you have 
some connection with history,” William says, looking at his friend with 
puzzlement2.

Nora smiles to herself and takes a sip of coffee. If only she could tell 
William her secret…

“Anyway, you will do a really fantastic job. You always do,” Nora says, 
reassuring her nervous friend. “I’m just glad that I don’t have to make 
a presentation at this conference. I can just enjoy what other people 
share, and maybe even work a little bit on my thesis…”

William looks at her with a smile. “That’s great! Remember, you must 
give your most recent chapter to our advisor3 in a week.”

Nora winces4. “Only a week? Don’t remind me!”

William takes out his yellow marker and circles the date in his planner5. 
“Yes, look! But, you can still make it. I just hope this time you will focus 
on your work, and not on solving some mystery at the conference! 
1 Americas: North America, Central America, and South America
2 puzzlement: a feeling of confusion because you do not understand something
3 advisor: a professor who helps a student with a project
4 wince: an expression you have for a short time on your face when you are embarrassed or feel pain
5 planner: a small book with a calendar in it, where you can write your schedule, meetings, etc.
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Last time it was why everyone suddenly got sick at the embassy1 
reception2, and the time before that, it was the fake painting!”

“As you know, we really helped the local police with those investigations!” 
Nora protests. “It was important.”

“Fine, all right,” William says. “I just hope this time you will stop 
bothering everyone and asking so many questions. These are academic 
conferences, not adventures!”

Nora smiles at her friend. “Let’s go over your notes after we visit the 
museum, shall we?”

“Oh, my goodness!” William exclaims, checking his watch. “Is that really 
the time? Nora, let’s get to the museum right away. The curator is going 
to give us a tour in… twenty-eight minutes!”

Nora is glad the walk to the museum only takes twenty minutes and 
William can relax a little. As they arrive, they must pass their backpacks 
through an X-ray machine. Nora smiles politely at the security guard, 
but he does not seem to notice. He barely checks the screen as the 
backpacks pass through the machine. As he hands them their bags, she 
notices that he checks his watch and looks quickly at the door. “How 
strange,” Nora thinks to herself.

Since she and William are experts, the curator of the museum, Angelica 
Lopez, has arranged to take half an hour from her busy schedule to 
give them a tour of the pre-Columbian sculptures area. 

“Welcome to the museum,” she says, shaking hands with Nora and 
William. 

“Thank you,” William says. “I know you must be very busy, especially 
since the conference is taking place here in the museum. It is very kind 
of you to show us around.”

“Of course,” Angelica says with a smile. “It is always a pleasure to meet 
people who love pre-Columbian art as much as I do! Come, I want to 
show you some of my favorite statues.”
1 embassy: an office where a group of people who work in a foreign country officially represent their country
2 reception: a formal party to celebrate something

8
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Nora and William follow Angelica into the next room. It is full of brightly 
lit display cases covered in glass. Inside each one are ancient and 
beautiful objects made by the indigenous1 civilizations2 that lived in the 
area of Mexico before Europeans arrived to the continent.

“These statues are very rare and extremely beautiful,” Angelica explains, 
pointing to the figures3. Most of them are about the size of Nora’s hand. 
“Come and look at this,” Angelica says, leading William to another 
display case.

As she explains some details of the statues, Nora stays behind. She 
bends down to look more closely at a small figure of a human. She 
feels especially drawn to it, almost as if the statue is calling her. As she 
concentrates on the figure, the room around her seems to fade away, 
and she sees the hands of the person carefully making the statue. 

She can hear the stone tools tapping and clinking4 as the shape is 
formed. In a rush of images, she sees the entire history of the statue 
and all the different places it has been, over hundreds of years.

This is Nora’s secret, and it is why she began to study history! As a little 
girl, she began to realize that she could get amazing information from 
objects, as if she were communicating with them. 

Touching them, she could learn all about them, suddenly seeing their 
history as if it were happening in front of her. She could even see what 
would happen to them in the future! As she got older, she learned to 
focus this ability by just being close to an object and concentrating. 
That is a lot easier in museums! 

Nora’s special ability was a big discovery for her. Later, she also realized 
she had a very acute sense of hearing. These two special abilities have 
been a great help to her in her studies, and they have also gotten her 
involved in quite a few complicated situations!
1 indigenous: related to the original people who live in a place
2 civilization: an organized society
3 figures: sculptures or drawings of people
4 clinking: the sound of two hard things hitting each other
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She learned early on1 that people didn’t respond so well to her strange 
abilities. So she decided to keep them a secret, but that has turned out 
to be more difficult than she thought!

Just before Nora is about to move away from the statue, the image in 
her mind changes. Suddenly, a hand is putting the statue into a bag. 
The statue is moving, but Nora cannot see where. 

She wonders if maybe the statue is going to be on display at a different 
museum sometime soon. But then she sees the person holding the bag 
running. The person is stealing the statue! Nora realizes a crime will 
happen, but she has no idea when…

1 early on: at an early stage

10
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As Nora stands up straight again, she listens to Angelica’s conversation 
with William, although they are at the other end of the room.

“Yes, I agree, these are some of the most beautiful statues I have ever 
seen,” William says. “They are so unique and detailed.”

“They have been here in the museum for forty-three years,” Angelica 
explains. “Sometimes you can see one at an art auction, but that is 
very rare.”

“Oh, really?” William asks, intrigued.

“Yes, but they are so expensive! I could never afford to buy one,” 
Angelica says, looking at the statues.

“And I’m sure any pre-Columbian statue in an auction must be stolen!” 
says William, obviously upset by the idea. “These are important historical 
objects that are always kept in museums. They belong to everyone, not 
just one private collector.”

Angelica looks up at him quickly as Nora walks over. “Oh, yes, of course,” 
she says, realizing her mistake. “I would never buy anything stolen. This 
art is our cultural heritage1 and its place is here, in the museum, for 
everyone to share and learn about!” She smiles and looks around her. 

“Well! I am very sorry, but I must return to work,” she explains. “The 
conference begins this afternoon, and I have to make sure everything 
is properly organized.”

“Thank you again for your time,” Nora says, shaking Angelica’s hand. 
“I hope we will talk again soon.”

As they walk past the security guards on the way out, Nora wants to 
tell them the statue will be stolen. She stops and opens her mouth 
to speak, but realizes how crazy she will sound. She cannot tell them 
anything. How will she explain that she had a vision of the statue being 
stolen at some time in the future?

Walking away from the museum, William and Nora see someone taking 
photos of the entrance with a fancy camera. He is carrying a small bag, 
1 heritage: something we have from past generations

11
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and his camera is clicking endlessly. Nora wonders for a moment why 
the man is not taking pictures of the art itself. 

Halfway down the block1, Nora stops and pretends to drop her notebook. 
As she bends down to pick it up, she concentrates carefully and listens to 
the conversation between the man with the camera and the security guard. 
Having super ears can be very useful! She hears the man introduce himself 
as John Roland, a reporter. She looks up and sees him collect a special 
pass2 to take pictures of the pre-Columbian statues for his newspaper. 
As he enters, Nora notices him eyeing3 all the security cameras. Could it 
be that his newspaper report is focused on museum security? 

After a quick lunch, Nora and William head back to the museum for 
the conference. An Irish doctoral student named Ian Shane gives a 
presentation on the pre-Columbian statues that Angelica just showed 
them. He is a real expert, and both William and Nora are very interested 
in his presentation.

Afterwards, they approach him to ask some specific questions. They 
walk around the exhibit and discuss the different statues. “It’s a shame 
these glass cases keep us from seeing the statues really close,” William 
says.  He and Ian lean in very close, looking at the details. As he points 
something out, Ian hits the display case with his elbow. It moves a bit 
on its wheels. All three doctoral students jump back, expecting to hear 
a loud alarm system. But there is only silence!

However, a security guard steps forward. “Please, do not touch the 
display cases,” he says. 

“Why didn’t the alarm go off4?” Nora asks.

“We have special tracking devices on all of the items in the museum,” 
the security guard explains, recognizing their identification tags from 
the conference. “For cleaning purposes, we set the system not to go 
off if the statues only move a few centimeters. The cleaning staff need 
1 block: a group of buildings with roads on all sides
2 pass: a card that gives you permission to do something or go somewhere
3 eyeing: looking at something with interest
4 go off: to make a sudden loud noise, like an alarm, or to explode, like a bomb
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to move the cases a bit to do their job properly,” the guard explains. 
“But if any of the pieces in the collection move more than a meter, the 
alarm sounds immediately.”

Thanking the security guard, the three students leave the room. “In any 
case, they really are very beautiful pieces,” Ian says. “Once I got to see 
one up close1. Very, very close…” He smiles to himself for a moment, 
lost in thought2. “Well!” he says, coming back to the present. “I want to 
see that presentation beginning at 3:30pm. It was nice meeting you!”

As he walks away, Nora and William exchange a suspicious look. They 
walk around the museum for a few more minutes, admiring all the 
beautiful historical treasures. 

“Shall we have a quick cup of coffee before the next conference?” Nora asks.

“Yes, that sounds great.” William replies. “That will give us time to go 
over my presentation once again!”

As Nora rolls her eyes, they suddenly hear a loud ringing noise. That 
must be the alarm system! There is immediate confusion in the building, 
and people come rushing out of the conference room and the different 
parts of the museum. It is chaos!

1 see something up close: when you look at something from a very short distance and can see all the details
2 lost in thought: when a person is very distracted thinking about something

13
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Within three or four minutes, the guards have managed to seal all the 
doors of the museum. Everyone must be thoroughly searched before 
they leave. It seems that one of the most important small pre-Columbian 
statues from the museum’s collection is missing!

Two hours later, everyone has been cleared by security. The police tell 
William and Nora that they can go home, but they stay at the museum 
with the police investigators. Nora wants to help! All of the conference 
activities for the afternoon must be rescheduled for the next day while 
the police perform their investigation. Although William wants to go back 
to the hotel, Nora feels she must use her special abilities to help in the 
investigation. Maybe she can provide an important clue to the police!

William cannot believe they are in a police station rather than a lecture 
hall. “This sort of thing always happens when I travel with you, Nora!” 
he says. “I can never have a quiet, calm academic trip. We always end 
up having some sort of adventure!”

“What?” Nora asks distractedly. “Oh, yes. Right. Now come here and 
help me write a report for the police about all the strange things we 
saw today. Do you remember that security guard, for example?”

Nora and William sit down and work together to write reports. Nora makes 
initial notes about all the strange things they noticed: the impatient 
security guard, the curator who talked about statues at auction, and 
the doctoral student who said he once saw a statue up close.

William highlights the information in colors to make it easier for the 
police to read, and organizes their reports in alphabetical order based 
on the suspects’ last names. Nora closes her eyes and tries to remember 
anything else that might be useful.

“There is something that still bothers me,” she says. 

“But this is everything strange,” William says. “The guard acted strangely 
when we entered, the curator made some strange comments during 
the tour, and after his presentation, Ian seemed to have some kind of 
a secret.”

14
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“He didn’t seem very surprised about the details of the trackers on 
the museum pieces, either,” Nora says. “However, he is an expert on 
museum collections…”

Detective Solares, the lead police investigator, comes over to speak to 
Nora and William. 

“We checked out the people you reported to us. It turns out the security 
guard’s daughter is getting married today, so he was waiting for his shift 
to end to go home and put on his tuxedo before the ceremony. We also 
checked into the museum curator, but she was in a meeting when the 
alarm went off. As for the doctoral student, he was at a presentation 
and never left the room.” Nora, William, and Detective Solares look at 
each other.

“Now what? Who do you think did this?” William asks, putting down his 
green highlighter.

15
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HELP THE DETECTIVES

Read the story carefully for clues. Before you read the ending, write 
down your own ideas. Who do you think stole the statue?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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CONCLUSION1

Nora cannot stop feeling that there is still some detail she is forgetting. 
“Think, William! We are missing something,” she says.

“No,” William replies. “I have carefully thought about every detail of our 
visit to the museum. We did not speak to anyone else at all.”

“That’s it!” Nora suddenly shouts. Now she remembers what is bothering 
her. The missing detail! Of course William cannot help her because she 
noticed something he didn’t! She quickly thinks of how to explain what 
she knows to Detective Solares without telling William about her special 
abilities.

“Do you remember that there was a newspaper reporter taking 
photographs of the entrance as we left the museum?” she asks. 
“Detective, we saw someone very suspicious at the door of the museum 
checking out the security system and taking photographs of the cameras 
and the entrance,” Nora explains quickly.
1  conclusion: the last part of something
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“Well, can you describe him? Do you know his name?” the detective 
asks, interested in this new clue. He looks at William, expecting a very 
detailed and organized response.

“Well…” William looks at Nora. “I didn’t really see him…” William looks 
a bit embarrassed. “Um, I will keep thinking. Right now I need a cup of 
coffee. Does anyone else want one? I will be right back...”

As Nora watches him walk away, she is glad of her opportunity. She 
could never explain in front of William that she heard the reporter’s 
name and that he was receiving a special pass to photograph the exact 
exhibit where the statue was stolen from. After all, he saw her picking 
up her notebook ten meters away from the door of the museum! Only 
her super hearing ability would let her know all that!

Nora quickly explains all the information she has to the detective. His 
team immediately phones all the nearby hotels and notifies the airport 
not to allow the reporter John Roland to travel. 

“We’ve got him!” one of the policemen shouts, hanging up the phone. 
“The Royal Crown Hotel, just three blocks away. The front desk says 
he is checking out right now! They are making an excuse about calling 
a taxi to delay him until we arrive.”

The police rush to the hotel and find John Roland with his bags in 
the lobby. They arrived just in the nick of time1! A quick search of his 
briefcase reveals the statue, carefully wrapped in cloth. The reporter 
was obviously planning to leave the city and sell the statue somewhere 
else in the world. 

Nora stands on the sidewalk outside and watches the police arrest the 
reporter and prepare to walk him back to the police station. William 
rushes toward her with two paper cups of coffee. “What happened? How 
did they find that man so quickly? Now that I see him, I recognize him 
from outside the museum...”

Nora smiles. “Oh, the police are very good at their job.” The head 
detective smiles at her and waves. He is grateful for all her help! But Nora 
1  in the nick of time: just before it is too late (a nick is a small cut on something)

18
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is glad that he does not say anything. William is too smart not to realize 
that she has some strange abilities if he gets too much information… 
“They are excellent detectives,” she says, accepting the cup of coffee 
William hands her.

“You know, sometimes I think you want to be a detective,” William says, 
taking a sip of his hot coffee. “You always manage to get involved in 
investigating these bizarre crimes that occur around us, but you still 
haven’t learned to properly cite your sources in a research article. Oh, 
speaking of which, have you finished your thesis chapter yet?”

Nora sighs deeply. “Let’s go over your presentation notes one more 
time,” she says, taking William’s arm as they walk back toward their 
hotel among the police car lights.

19
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Glossary
briefcase: a small suitcase you can use to carry papers or books

neat: organized and clean

tracker: a device that shows where something is

sip: a small amount of something that you drink

backpack: a bag students use to carry things on their back

wince: an expression you have for a short time on your face when you 
are embarrassed or feel pain

eyeing: looking at something with interest

curator: a person who is an expert and takes care of a collection (for 
example, at a museum)

sigh: when you let air out of your mouth to show you are sad or 
frustrated

vest: a piece of clothing with buttons on the front and no sleeves

trunk: the back of the car, where you can put things

settled: comfortable and happy with something

puzzlement: a feeling of confusion because you do not understand 
something

advisor: a professor who helps a student with a project

planner: a small book with a calendar in it, where you can write your 
schedule, meetings, etc.

indigenous: related to the original people who live in a place

figures: sculptures or drawings of people

reception: a formal party to celebrate something

clinking: the sound of two hard things hitting each other

heritage: something we have from past generations

pass: a card that gives you permission to do something or go somewhere

20
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civilization: an organized society

thesis: a very long research project that is done to earn a doctorate 
(the highest university degree)

doctoral: relating to a doctorate (the highest university degree)

doctoral student: a university student who is doing a very long research 
project to earn a doctorate (the highest university degree)

embassy: an office where a group of people who work in a foreign 
country officially represent their country 

block: a group of buildings with roads on all sides

conclusion: the last part of something

roll your eyes: to move your eyes up when you think something is 
silly or frustrating

in the nick of time: just before it is too late (a nick is a small cut on 
something)

stop a taxi: hold out your hand so you can ride in a taxi

it’s a shame: when the speaker thinks something is sad or negative

at the last minute: just before it is too late and probably in a disorganized 
way

Americas: North America, Central America, and South America

pre-Columbian: before the arrival of Christopher Columbus in the 
Americas

early on: at an early stage

go off: to make a sudden loud noise, like an alarm, or to explode, like 
a bomb

see something up close: when you look at something from a very 
short distance and can see all the details

lost in thought: when a person is very distracted thinking about 
something

Mexico City: the capital and largest city of Mexico
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Exercises

Vocabulary Questions
1. What does “briefcase” mean?

a) a plastic bag for carrying things you buy at the supermarket

b) a large suitcase you can take with you on an airplane

c) a small suitcase you can use to carry papers or books

d) a backpack used for camping

2. What does “neat” mean?

a) organized and clean

b) big and impressive

c) intelligent and creative

d) silly and boring

3. What does “thesis” mean?

a) a book you can borrow from the library only if you have a special 
membership

b) a short report on a topic someone finds interesting, but not for a 
formal project or a grade

c) a funny story you can tell to make people laugh, but will probably 
make someone uncomfortable 

d) a very long research project that is done to earn a doctorate (the 
highest university degree)

4. What does “eyeing” mean?

a) taking pictures of something

b) looking at something with interest

c) saying that something belongs to you

d) asking if you can touch something

22

http://www.really-learn-english.com/?utm_source=store-freebies&utm_medium=detective-nora-pdf&utm_campaign=detective-pdf


Detective Nora and the Ancient Statue | www.really-learn-english.com

5. What does “curator” mean?

a) a person who is starting to learn about a subject and wants some 
professional help

b) a person who is an expert and takes care of a collection (for example, 
at a museum)

c) a person who visits a museum to see the exhibits (especially for 
paintings)

d) a person who spends a lot of time reading history books

6. What does “settled” mean?

a) comfortable and happy with something

b) nervous or uncertain about a situation

c) sick and tired after a lot of work

d) unhappy or uncomfortable in a social situation

7. What does “puzzlement” mean?

a) a feeling of irritation because something did not happen how you 
wanted 

b) a feeling of confusion because you do not understand something

c) a feeling of sadness because you missed a good opportunity

d) a feeling of happiness because you achieved a difficult goal

8. What does “indigenous” mean?

a) related to the original native people who live in a place

b) related to immigrants who come to a region

c) related to tourists who visit a region

d) related to people who have lived in a region for a few years
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9. What does “figures” mean?

a) colorful paintings

b) very detailed drawings

c) photographs of beautiful natural places

d) sculptures or drawings of people

10. What does “civilization” mean?

a) a difficult plan

b) a long and complicated story

c) an organized society

d) a big building where people spend time together

 
Expression Questions
1. What does “roll your eyes” mean?

a) to close your eyes when you stretch right after getting out of bed in 
the morning

b) to close your eyes and rub them when you feel tired after exercising 

c) to look away from a person when you feel very angry about what 
they say

d) to move your eyes up when you think something is silly or frustrating

2. What does “in the nick of time” mean?

a) just before it is too late

b) earlier than expected

c) well before the time you agreed on

d) too late
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3. What does “stop a taxi” mean?

a) to pay too much for a ride in a taxi

b) when the taxi driver gets lost along the way

c) to hold out your hand so you can ride in a taxi

d) to talk to the taxi driver during the ride

4. What does “it’s a shame” mean?

a) when the speaker thinks something is sad or negative

b) when the speaker really likes something and thinks everyone should 
try it

c) when the speaker is upset about something and wants to complain 
about it

d) when the speaker thinks something is very funny

5. What does “at the last minute” mean?

a) a long time before something is due and in an organized way

b) just before something is due and probably in a disorganized way

c) slowly and over a long period of time

d) very late, after something is due

6. What does “Americas” mean?

a) all the states in the United States, plus Canada

b) Mexico and Central America

c) the islands in the Caribbean Ocean and South America

d) North America, Central America, and South America

7. What does “pre-Columbian” mean?

a) before the creation of the country Colombia

b) before the arrival of Christopher Columbus in the Americas

c) before some colors were used in creating art

d) before a person has ever traveled to a different country
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8. What does “early on” mean?

a) at an early stage

b) before 5:00 in the morning

c) right before an event starts

d) in the morning, before lunch

9. What does “go off” mean?

a) to shout happily, like when a person has a really great idea

b) to make a sudden loud noise, like an alarm, or to explode, like a bomb

c) to step out of a car or another vehicle

d) to turn off a light or a machine

10. What does “lost in thought” mean?

a) when a person does not know where he or she is

b) when a person thinks something is very confusing

c) when a person uses a map to find their location

d) when a person is very distracted thinking about something

 
Grammar Questions
1. Detective, we saw someone very ___________ at the door 
of the museum.

a) suspicion

b) suspect

c) suspicions

d) suspicious
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2. William Berger is standing ___________ with his neat 
briefcase.

a) calm

b) calmly

c) calmed

d) calming

3. William and Nora see someone taking photos ___________ 
the entrance with a fancy camera.

a) about

b) to

c) of

d) with

4. Anyway, you ___________ do a really fantastic job.

a) does

b) going to

c) have

d) will

5. Let’s go ___________ your presentation notes one more time.

a) under

b) over

c) up

d) down
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Comprehension Questions
1. Why do Nora and William go to the conference together?

2. What important project does William keep telling Nora she must 
work on?

3. How will William participate in the conference?

4. What special abilities does Nora have that help her to solve crimes 
and study history?

5. How did the police know that the other suspects were not guilty? 
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Essay Questions
1. Imagine that you are in a museum full of beautiful art and historical 
objects. What are you most interested in looking at? What do you think 
is the best part of going to a museum?

2. Think of a time that you helped someone to solve a difficult problem 
or find the answer to a difficult question. What happened? How did you 
help?

Role Playing
Work with a partner. One of you is a police investigator, and the other 
is a person visiting the museum. The statue has just been stolen, and 
the police investigator is asking the museum visitor questions. Work 
together to make a list of questions the police might ask in this situation. 
Take turns being the police investigator and the museum visitor.
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Answer Key

Vocabulary Questions
1. What does “briefcase” mean?

c) a small suitcase you can use to carry papers or books

2. What does “neat” mean?

a) organized and clean

3. What does “thesis” mean?

d) a very long research project that is done to earn a doctorate (the 
highest university degree)

4. What does “eyeing” mean?

b) looking at something with interest

5. What does “curator” mean?

b) a person who is an expert and takes care of a collection (for example, 
at a museum)

6. What does “settled” mean?

a) comfortable and happy with something

7. What does “puzzlement” mean?

b) a feeling of confusion because you do not understand something

8. What does “indigenous” mean?

a) related to the original native people who live in a place

9. What does “figures” mean?

d) sculptures or drawings of people

10. What does “civilization” mean?

c) an organized society
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Expression Questions

1. What does “roll your eyes” mean?

d) to move your eyes up when you think something is silly or frustrating

2. What does “in the nick of time” mean?

a) just before it is too late

3. What does “stop a taxi” mean?

c) to hold out your hand so you can ride in a taxi

4. What does “it’s a shame” mean?

a) when the speaker thinks something is sad or negative

5. What does “at the last minute” mean?

b) just before something is due and probably in a disorganized way

6. What does “Americas” mean?

d) North America, Central America, and South America

7. What does “pre-Columbian” mean?

b) before the arrival of Christopher Columbus in the Americas

8. What does “early on” mean?

a) at an early stage

9. What does “go off” mean?

b) to make a sudden loud noise, like an alarm, or to explode, like a bomb

10. What does “lost in thought” mean?

d) when a person is very distracted thinking about something
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Grammar Questions
1. Detective, we saw someone very ___________ at the door of the 
museum.

d) suspicious

2. William Berger is standing ___________ with his neat briefcase.

b) calmly

3. William and Nora see someone taking photos ___________ the 
entrance with a fancy camera.

c) of

4. Anyway, you ___________ do a really fantastic job.

d) will

5. Let’s go ___________ your presentation notes one more time.

b) over

Comprehension Questions
1. Why do Nora and William go to the conference together?

Because they are doctoral students and they work in the same research 
group.

2. What important project does William keep telling Nora she must 
work on?

William tells her she must work on her thesis.

3. How will William participate in the conference?

He will give a presentation and listen to other people’s presentations, 
too.
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4. What special abilities does Nora have that help her to solve crimes 
and study history?

She can find out information about an object’s past and future by 
concentrating on it. She also has unnaturally good hearing.

5. How do the police know that the other suspects were not guilty? 

They know that the security guard was waiting nervously for his 
daughter’s wedding. They know that the curator was in a meeting. 
They know that the doctoral student was listening to a presentation.

Essay Questions
1. Imagine that you are in a museum full of beautiful art and historical 
objects. What are you most interested in looking at? What do you think 
is the best part of going to a museum?

Answers will vary.

2. Think of a time that you helped someone to solve a difficult problem 
or find the answer to a difficult question. What happened? How did you 
help?

Answers will vary.
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