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LESSON 1--LOOKING BACK 

LESSON OBJECTIVES 
♦ 1.  The line of the promise, the line of the seed of the woman, the line of 

covenant, is the line of people we learned about in the Old Testament.  It is 
the line of the people who were used by God to bring Jesus into the world. 

♦ 2.  It may be surprising that sinners are on the list in Matthew 1.  But these 
sinners were ones who were looking for the coming of Jesus to save them 
from their sins. 

♦ 3.  This list is a wonderful comfort to us, for it tells us that we too are on a 
list.  We are on the list of covenant children. 

♦ 4.  Jesus came into the world to be one of us.  Our text says, “He is not 
ashamed to call them brethren.” 

BIBLE READING ASSIGNMENT: 
Matthew 1; Luke 3:23-38 

ABOUT THIS LESSON: 
We will be studying about the life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus.  

First, we want to look back for a little while to see what this all means. 

Sometimes we get tired of all the names that we read in the Bible.  This is a 
rather long list in Matthew 1 also.  But it is a list, children, that tells us very much.  
It tells us of the line of the covenant, the line of the promise. 

GOD’S PROMISES 

You see, God made a wonderful promise in the Old Testament.  He said it when 
He spoke to the devil right after Adam sinned.  He promised that the seed of the 
woman would bruise the head of the serpent.  He said it to Abraham when He told 
him that He would be his God and the God of his children.  He promised that from 
Abraham’s seed all the nations of the earth would be blessed.  And Abraham’s seed is 
Christ.  Matthew 1 tells us this.  It says, “Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham.”  

If you look at this list of people very carefully you see some famous names.  But 
you will also see that they are all sinners.  How could sinners be in such a list?  This 
is the list of the ones from whom Christ was born! 

COVENANT LIST 

This is just what is so wonderful, children.  You know that there is a list also now 
that keeps on going.  And your name is on that list, for you are a covenant child.  You 
too, belong to God.  We know that we are sinners, but we know that sinners can be on 
that list, for Christ came to save sinners.  The four Old Testament women who are 
mentioned in this list were not especially good women.  In fact they were especially 
bad women.  Why did Jesus come from a line of people who were sinners?  Was He 
not the Son of God?   

Yes, indeed He was.  But He also had to be one of us.  He had to be the one who 
would take our place—our place in testing, in suffering, dying, and rising again.  So 
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the Bible tells us He “was born of a woman.”  He was the Seed of the woman, the Son 
of Mary, of David, of Abraham, our Son—“unto us a Child is born.” 

He was like unto His brethren in all things, sin excepted. He became one of us so 
that He might take our sins on Himself and die for them.  So when you read this list 
of sinners, remember that the list goes right on and we are on it.  A list of those 
whom Christ was willing to call brothers. 

This is the wonder that we must look back at as we begin our study of Jesus’ 
birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension. 

MEMORY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS: 
1.  What does Matthew call Jesus in his Gospel? 

Matthew calls Jesus “the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.” 

2.  What line of people does Matthew name in his Gospel? 

Matthew names the line of promise, which is also called the line of the seed, or the 
line of the covenant.  It goes from Abraham to the birth of Jesus. 

3.  Does this line tell us anything about God’s faithfulness? 

The line in Matthew shows us that though we are unfaithful, He is always 
faithful and even uses us sinners for His great work. 

LEARN TO SING: 
Psalter Hymnal 37:1. From Psalm 22. CD Track 76 

Amid the thronging worshipers, Jehovah will I bless; 
Before my brethren, gathered there, His Name will I confess. 
Come, praise Him, ye that fear the Lord, Ye children of His grace; 
With reverence sound His glories forth And bow before His face. 

MEMORY TEXT: 
“For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for 
which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren.” 

Hebrews 2:11  

QUESTIONS FROM THE LESSON: 
1.  Whom will we be studying about this year? 

We will be studying about Jesus. 

2.  What four things does the lesson say we will be learning about Him?   
We will learn of the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. 

3.  What does “line of covenant” mean? 

The “line of the covenant” is the line of people God used in the Old Testament to 
bring Jesus into the world. 

4.  What does the line in Matthew 1 show us about God?   

The line in Matthew 1 shows us that although they were all sinners, yet God was 
faithful and brought Jesus into the world to save those sinners.  
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5.  What promise did God make to Adam?   

God promised Adam that the Seed of the woman would crush the head of the 
serpent. 

6.  What promise did God make to Abraham? 

God said to Abraham that He would be his God and the God of his children, and 
in his seed all the nations of the earth would be blessed. 

7.  Why is it important to know the Old Testament before we study the New Testament?   

It is important to know the Old Testament because then we can know who Christ 
is and why He came. 

8.  How could sinners be on the line of promise? 

Sinners could be on the line of promise because Jesus was coming into the world 
to save sinners.   

9.  What kinds of lists of important names can you think of?  (history, sports, millionaires, etc.)  

Lists of people who are famous generals, famous scientists, explorers, 
businessmen, philosophers, and actors.   

10.  What list would you like your name on most?   

I would like my name to be on the line of promise, to be used by God for the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

11.  Why did Jesus have to be a man, like one of us? 

Jesus had to be a man to save us, to take our punishment, to take our place, to 
represent us. 

12.  In your memory text, you see the words “sanctifies” and “sanctified”.  What do they 
mean? 

“Sanctifies” means to make holy, and “sanctified” means having been made holy. 

13.  Who is the “he” and who are the “they” and “them” in your text?   

The “He” in the text is Jesus and the “they” and “them” is us, all who are Jesus’ 
brothers, who are members of His church. 

14.  Now can you tell me what the text means? 

The text means that since Jesus is the One who makes us holy and clean from our 
sins. He is not embarrassed about us anymore, and calls us His brothers.  Now 
we are as clean as He is. 
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TEST ON LESSONS 1 - 6 

NAME:       
 DATE: 

Do this test with prayer.  Your teacher prays that the Lord will use these truths of 
the Bible in your life.  May you be mighty servants of your Lord, Jesus Christ. 

If you do not have enough space to write, you may complete your answer on the 
back of this sheet. 

LESSON 1—LOOKING BACK  
1.  Memory question 1.  What does Matthew call Jesus in his Gospel? 

2.  Memory text: Hebrews 2:11   

“For both He who ____________________ and those who are being 

____________________ are all of ______, for which ____________ He is not ____________ 

to call them ____________.”  

3.  Song: Psalter Hymnal 37:1, from Psalm 22. 

Amid the___________________ worshippers, ______________ will I __________, 

Before my ______________ gathered there, His ________ will I ______________. 

Come _______________ Him, ye that ________ the ________, Ye ________________ of 

His ________; 

With _________________ sound His _____________ forth, And ______ before His 

________. 

4.  Question from the lesson 3: What does “line of covenant” mean? 

LESSON 2—THE WAY-PREPARER 
1.  Memory question 7.  Had God promised that He would send someone to prepare the 
way for Jesus? 
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2.  Memory text: Matthew 3:3  

“The ___________ of one ____________ in the ____________________: ____________ the 

________ of the LORD; _________ His __________ straight.” 

3.  Song: Psalter Hymnal 406:2, from Isaiah 40:3,4. 

For the ______________ voice is ____________, In the ____________ far and ________, 

___________________ all ________ to ____________________, Since the 

______________ now is ________. 

O that ___________________ ______ obey!  Now ______________ for ______ a ______; 

Let the _____________ rise to _______Him, And the __________ bow down to __________ 

Him. 

4.  Question from the lesson 1: What was the message of John the Baptist? 

LESSON 3—THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 
1.  Memory question 11.  Why did Jesus come into the world? 

2.  Memory text: I Timothy 1:15 

“This is a  ____________ saying and ____________ of all __________________, that 

____________ __________ came into the __________ to save ______________, of whom I 

am __________.”  

3.  Song: Psalter Hymnal 337:1. 

 ______ to the __________, the ________ is come. 

Let __________ receive her ________; 

Let every __________ prepare Him ______________. 

And ____________ and ____________ sing. 
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4.  Question from the lesson 1: Why did it sometimes look as if the battle God was 
fighting with Satan was lost? 

LESSON 4—CALL HIS NAME JESUS 
1.  Memory question 13.  What did the angel of God say to Mary about Jesus? 

2.  Memory text: Matthew 1:21 

“You shall ________ His name ________, for He will ________ His ___________ from their 

________.”  

3.  Song: Psalter Hymnal 384:1. 

How ___________ the ________ of Jesus ____________ 

In a __________________ ear.   

It _____________ his ______________, Heals his ________,  

And ____________ away his ________. 

4.  Question from the lesson  4: Which prophet talked about the wonderful names of 
Jesus? 

LESSON 5—SHEPHERDS AND FOREIGNERS 
1.  Memory question 19.  Why did not all Israel rejoice that the Son of God was come into 
the world? 

2.  Memory text: John 1:5 

“And the __________ shines in the ________________, and the ________________did not 

____________________ it.” 
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 3.  Song: Psalter Hymnal 338:4, from Luke 2:12. 

The _________________ babe you ___________ shall ________ 

To __________ view __________________,  

All ____________ wrapped in __________________ bands, 

And in a ____________ laid, And in a ____________ laid. 

4.  Question about the lesson 4: Why do people hate God's Son and are afraid of Him? 

LESSON 6—HEROD AND THE CHURCH'S LEADERS WITH SATAN  
1.  Memory question 22.  What did Herod do when the wise men didn't tell him where 
Jesus was? 

2.  Memory text: Revelation 12:4 

“And the __________ stood before the __________...to ____________ her __________.”  

3.  Song: Psalter Hymnal 107:4, from Psalm 59.   

My ______________ with ___________ rage 

Renew their ____________ attack; 

They __________ the ________ will not ____________, 

But ________ wilt ________ them ________. 

4.  Question from the lesson 6: Why does Satan want the line of promise broken?  
(Remember Genesis 3:15)   
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ANSWER KEY 

TEST ON LESSONS 1 - 6 

LESSON 1—LOOKING BACK  
1.  Memory question 1.  What does Matthew call Jesus in his Gospel? 

Matthew calls Jesus “the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.” 

2.  Memory text: Hebrews 2:11   

“For both He who   sanctifies   and those who are being   sanctified   are all of   
one  , for which   __reason    He is not   ashamed   to call them   brethren  .”  

3.  Song: Psalter Hymnal 37:1, from Psalm 22. 
Amid the   thronging   worshippers,   Jehovah   will I   bless  , 

Before my   brethren   gathered there, His   Name   will I   confess  . 

Come   praise   Him, ye that   fear   the   Lord  , Ye   children   of His   grace  ; 

With   reverence   sound His   glories   forth, And   bow   before His   face  . 

4.  Question from the lesson 3: What does line of covenant mean? 

The “line of the covenant” is the line of people God used in the Old Testament to 
bring Jesus into the world. 

LESSON 2—THE WAY-PREPARER 
1.  Memory question 7.  Had God promised that He would send someone to prepare the way 

for Jesus? 

Yes, in Malachi 3:1 God had promised to send a Way-Preparer. 

2.  Memory text: Matthew 3:3  

“The   voice   of one   crying   in the   wilderness  :   prepare   the   way   of the 
LORD;   make   His   __paths   straight.” 

3.  Song: Psalter Hymnal 406:2, from Isaiah 40:3,4. 
For the   herald’s   voice is   crying  , In the   desert   far and   near  , 

  bidding   all   men   to   repentance   , Since the   kingdom   now is   here  . 

O that   warning      cry   obey!  Now   prepare   for   God   a   way  ; 

Let the   valleys   rise to   meet   Him, And the   hills   bow down to   greet   Him. 

4.  Question from the lesson 1: What was the message of John the Baptist? 
John the Baptist called the people to repent, to get ready for the King. 

LESSON 3—THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 
1.  Memory question 11.  Why did Jesus come into the world? 

God had promised that He was coming to save His people and to win the victory 
over Satan. 
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2.  Memory text: I Timothy 1:15 

“This is a    faithful   saying and   worthy   of all   acceptance  , that   Jesus     
Christ   came into the   _world   to save   sinners  , of whom I am   chief  .”  

3.  Song: Psalter Hymnal 337:1. 

  Joy   to the   world  , the   Lord   is come. 

Let   earth   receive her   King  ; 

Let every   heart   prepare Him   room  . 

And   heaven   and   nature   sing. 

4.  Question from the lesson 1: Why did it sometimes look as if the battle God was fighting 
with Satan was lost? 

It sometimes looked like the battle against Satan was lost because God used men 
in that battle, and they sometimes seemed to fail. 

LESSON 4—CALL HIS NAME JESUS 
1.  Memory question 13.  What did the angel of God say to Mary about Jesus? 

The angel Gabriel said, “He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David.”  (Luke 
1:32) 

2.  Memory text: Matthew 1:21 

“You shall   call   His name   JESUS , for He will   save   His   people   from their   
sins  .”  

3.  Song: Psalter Hymnal 384:1. 

How   sweet   the   Name   of Jesus   sounds_   

In a   believer’s  ear.   

It   soothes   his   sorrows  , Heals his   wounds  ,  

And   drives   away his   fears  . 

4.  Question from the lesson  4: Which prophet talked about the wonderful names of Jesus? 

Isaiah talked about the wonderful names of Jesus. 

LESSON 5—SHEPHERDS AND FOREIGNERS 
1.  Memory question 19.  Why did not all Israel rejoice that the Son of God was come into the 

world? 

God says in John 1:11, “He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.” 
2.  Memory text: John 1:5 

“And the  light   shines in the   darkness  , and the   darkness   did not   
comprehend   it.” 
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3.  Song: Psalter Hymnal 338:4, from Luke 2:12. 
The   heavenly   babe you   there   shall   find_   

To   human   view   displayed  ,  

All   meanly   wrapped in   swaddling   bands, 

And in a   manger   laid, And in a   manger   laid. 

4.  Question about the lesson 4: Why do people hate God's Son and are afraid of Him? 

People hate God’s Son and are afraid of Him because they are rebels and they 
don’t want God to rule them, but would rather rule themselves.   

LESSON 6—HEROD AND THE CHURCH'S LEADERS WITH SATAN  
1.  Memory question 22.  What did Herod do when the wise men didn't tell him where Jesus 

was? 
Herod killed all the baby boys in Bethlehem that were two years old and younger. 

2.  Memory text: Revelation 12:4 

“And the   dragon   stood before the   woman  ...to   devour   her   child  .”  

3.  Song: Psalter Hymnal 107:4, from Psalm 59.   
My   enemies   with   deadly   rage 

Renew their   fierce   attack; 

They   think   the   Lord   will not   regard  , 

But Thou   wilt   turn   them   back  . 

4.  Question from the lesson 6: Why does Satan want the line of promise broken?  
(Remember Genesis 3:15) 

Satan wants the line of promise broken because he doesn’t want his head crushed, 
his kingdom spoiled, or his friends taken away from him.   


