
Dog Park Rules  
 

1. Hours: Sunrise to Sunset  

2. Dogs must be current on all vaccinations  

3. Dogs must have a current dog license. Dogs should also wear an 

owner identification tag at all times.  

4. Dogs must be leashed when entering and exiting the Dog Park.  

5. No Children under the age of 16 are permitted unless accompanied by 

an adult. Children have a tendency to scream and run when excited, 

which can trigger a dog's prey drive or natural instinct to chase. For 

this reason and for the safety of your children, we do not recommend 

bringing small children and infants into the dog park.  

6. Aggressive dogs are not permitted on the premises. Dogs must be 

removed at the first sign of aggression.  

7. Female dogs in heat are prohibited from entering the dog park.  

8. Dog owners must be in the dog park and within view of their dogs at all 

times. 

9. All off-leash dogs must be under voice control of their owners. If you 

cannot control your dog off leash, keep your pet leashed at all times 

10. Please do not bring dog food into the dog park. 

11. Owner must clean up dog feces. Seal waste in the provided plastic 

bags before disposing in designated receptacles. 

12. Fill any holes your dog digs.  

Failure to abide by the dog park rules may result in loss of privileges or 

owners may be ticketed. 

 

In addition to the official dog park rules, here are some other things you should consider to 

help make your, and your dog's, visit to the dog park a success. 

First time users should consider coming at off-peak times for their initial visit. Ask questions 

of those people inside the fence about how to ease your dog's initial stress of entering for 

the first time. At times, the park can become quite crowded. If you are not sure how your 

dog will react to the current conditions, don't put pressure on your dog by forcing it into 

what it thinks is a threatening situation. Instead, come back at another time when it is less 

crowded.(See" Your First Visit.)  

http://www.boonecountyky.org/dogpark/Visit.aspx


If entering or leaving the off-leash area, do not enter the double-gated transition area if 

there is already someone in that area. This will eliminate the possibility of both gates being 

open at the same time. 

Place your dog off leash in the transition area before entering the unleashed area. Some 

dogs can feel threatened if they are leashed in the presence of unleashed dogs. 

Quickly move away from the entrance area as you enter. That will help disperse the group 

of dogs that will come over to welcome your dog to the park. Move away from the fence so 

that your dog will not feel cornered or threatened. This will lessen the problem caused 

when several off leash dogs, already in the park, come running over to greet the new 

arrival, perhaps overwhelming the arriving dog. 

One of our primary goals is to socialize our dogs to have good manners. We should 

practice what we preach and always be considerate of others and YOUR dog park will be 

an enjoyable, healthy, educational experience for handlers and dogs. 

If any dog becomes aggressive or disruptive, the responsible handler will remove the dog 

from the fenced area until socialization measures can be undertaken.  

ALWAYS SCOOP YOUR DOG'S POOP!!! This is the complaint heard most often from 

opponents of dog park proposals. Bags are provided, use them! Also, please help with 

"Orphan Poop." You will occasionally miss some of your dog's poop and our continued use 

of this type of public amenity will depend on our control of this issue!!! 

Keep your dog leashed at all times while outside the fenced dog park area. Even if your pet 

is under perfect voice control, many non-dog people have fears and any dog off-leash 

outside the fenced area violates the County's Leash Law. 

Please clean up YOUR park! Trash, cigarette butts, and anything else on the ground may 

end up in a dog's mouth. Before you drop something on the ground, ask yourself, "Would I 

want my dog to eat this?" We must all work to keep our park clean. 

All dog handlers must provide proof of current vaccinations. Your dog must have a collar or 

harness that includes a rabies tag and a Boone County Dog License.. It is also an excellent 

idea to have an ID tag on the collar or harness as well. If your animal does not have proof of 

a rabies vaccination and license, you may be asked to leave the park. 

Remember that choke, prong, or spiked collars are not allowed inside the off-leash area. 

Each of these collar types can result in injury to its wearer, another dog, or a person 

depending on the situation. If a choke collar gets hung on something while running, its 

wearer can become choked. Some dogs, while playing, like to softly bite the back of 

another dog's neck. Dogs wearing prong collars receive a much stronger bite during this 

type of play while dogs wearing spiked collars can inflict injury. 



Be a responsible dog handler. If your pet has a contagious condition, stay away until a Vet 

has said that there is no danger to other dogs. The "Golden Rule" applies here! Legally, 

only a rabies vaccination is required to enter the dog park; however, you may wish to 

consult with your veterinarian to get advice on other vaccinations such as Bordatella 

(Kennel Cough), Distemper, Parvo, etc. Don't forget heartworm protection! 

Each handler is legally responsible for his or her dog, and COMMUNITY will assume no 

responsibility for any injuries to humans or animals; therefore, each handler is responsible 

for supervision of his or her animal. All handlers must remain in the park with their dog at all 

times. 

No children under the age of 16 will be allowed unless closely supervised at all times. While 

it is not recommended, children are welcome - however, child's play is not. This is a 

playground for dogs, not children. Be sure you teach your child how to behave properly in a 

dog park environment. Playful, unsupervised children and playful, unleashed dogs mixed 

together could result in injury. Please understand that this area is provided for dogs to 

interact with other dogs and that your child could be considered an interruption in dog play. 

If you choose to bring your child within the park, you should SUPERVISE VERY 

CLOSELY!!! Teach your child proper dog park behavior. Children should not run around, 

scream, pick up and wave sticks, or approach animals that they do not know.  

Many dogs will be experiencing the off-leash environment for the first time and may not be 

used to the experience. Please watch your dog closely. If your dog acts aggressively, 

please put the dog on a leash immediately and let the animal "cool down". It takes time for a 

new dog to become comfortable with the fact that other dogs all share the neutral 

environment. Keep in mind that everyone at the park wants the same thing - socialized 

dogs that can have fun together. If you are not sure how your dog will react, try to come to 

the park when few other dogs are there to keep the intimidation level as low as possible. 

You may wish to keep your first visit to the dog park rather short to minimize the stress on 

your pup. Leaving early when your dog is having a good time will make it more likely that 

your dog will be anxious to return for subsequent visits. 

No bare feet please! Some types of worms can enter your body through the soles of your 

feet. Are you absolutely certain that every dog in the dog park is worm-free?  

Keep your head on a swivel at all times as there will likely be groups of dogs running around 

the park and having fun. People standing around are obstructions. A dog being chased 

may try to run its pursuer into a person in order to gain an advantage. Stay alert! 

Do not bring human food to the dog park. Small dog treats are acceptable since that's what 

one uses to train a dog; however, human food or long-lasting dog chews should not be 

brought into the off-leash area. Many dogs are on diets to keep their weight under control. 

A normally well-behaved dog can jump at or lunge for food, especially tasty human food, 

when hungry. Also, do not give any treats to a dog without first checking with the dog's 



owner to see if that would be permissible. Some dogs have food allergies and that treat 

might make a dog ill. 

*************************************** 

To maintain a safe environment for dogs of all breeds, temperaments, and sizes, most dog 

parks and dog runs have a set of dog park rules that dogs and dog owners must follow. 

Although there is similar “dog park etiquette“, which is advisable to follow, these rules must 

be followed. When you visit your local dog park or dog run, be sure to check out the dog 

park rules, which are typically posted at the entrance to the dog area. 

- Keep dogs on leashes at all times except in designated “off-leash” areas. Dogs who are 

leashed may feel threatened by free roaming dogs. 

- “Off-leash” dogs must be under voice control by their owners at all times. If voice control 

is not possible, do not enter “off-leash” areas. Voice control enables owners to stop dogs 

from misbehaving. 

- Dog owners must have the leash in hand at all times. In the event of problems, dog 

owners should be able to quickly leash and remove their dogs from the premises. 

- Dog owners must remain in the park and keep their dog in view at all times, especially in 

“off-leash” areas. No dog may be unattended. Unattended dogs are more likely to get into 

trouble and stay in trouble than dogs who are being watched. 

- All dogs must have up-to-date vaccinations prior to entering the dog park. Keep a copy of 

current shot records on hand for police or animal control officials. Dogs who are up to date 

on vaccinations are less likely to spread certain communicable diseases. 

- Dogs must have current rabies and applicable license tags clipped to their collars at all 

times. Rabies tags are a proof of vaccination, while license tags show compliance with 

state and local laws. 

- Puppies under four months of age should not enter the park. Puppies under four months 

of age have not received all of their vaccinations. They should be kept away from the dog 

park for their own protection and that of other dogs. 

- No infants or small children are permitted in the dog park. Small children, especially 

running children, may be regarded as prey animals by strange dogs. Dogs may also feel 

the urge to protect children they know. This tends to cause aggressive behavior. 

- Owners are responsible for the behavior of their animals. This eliminates some of the 

responsibility of the dog park for damages caused by visiting dogs. 

http://www.dogpark.com/dog-park-etiquette


- Aggressive dogs are not allowed in the park. Any dogs showing signs of aggression 

should be removed from the premises. Aggressive dogs tend to engage in fighting 

behavior. Any dog that engages in fighting and cannot be stopped by voice command does 

not belong in the dog park. 

- Female dogs in heat are not permitted in the dog park. Female dogs in heat can cause 

aggression in male dogs. Also, females in heat should be kept at home in order to prevent 

unwanted puppies. 

- Do not bring human or dog food inside the park. Small dog treats may be permitted, 

depending on the dog park or dog area. Obvious food can prompt aggressive behavior 

between dogs. 

- Do not give treats to any dog without the owner’s permission. Some dogs may have 

allergic reactions to some treats. 

- Do not bring any dog toys inside the park. Dogs may claim toys that do not belong to 

them, which may lead to aggressive behavior. Small toys may be a choking hazard to some 

dogs, especially larger dogs. 

- Owners must clean up any dog droppings made by their pets. Bag all droppings before 

depositing them in provided receptacles. Owners help keep the dog park clean and well 

maintained by picking up after their pets. 

- Owners must fill in any holes made by their pets. Owners who fill in holes dug by their pets 

help maintain the dog park. 

- Do not brush or otherwise groom pets inside the park. Pet grooming often produces loose 

hair which can soil the dog park. 

- Training may not be permitted in some dog parks. In those that do permit training, only 

licensed and insured dog trainers will be permitted to do training. 

***************************************************** 

 

General Dog Park Rules and Etiquette 

Here are some general suggestions about how to get along well in a dog park. Used with 

permission from Elsa (she was the author of Colorado Dog Park website that is no longer in 

existence.)  

13. If your dog is in heat, leave her home. 



14. If your dog is aggressive or timid, it might be wise to work on remedying these 

behaviors before bringing your dog to a dog park. As a general rule, well-behaved, 

well-socialized dogs do best at a dog park. However, a dog park can be a 

WONDERFUL place to socialize a dog, if you can stick with them, keep them under 

control, comfort, and encourage them. Most parks have a special area for small or 

timid dogs. Take advantage of that as a way to get your dog used to a dog park or 

to learn to behave courteously and non-aggressively.  

15. Don't leave your dog on leash once inside the dog park. Leashed dogs tend to be 

defensive, other dogs get confused and curious about why this dog is leashed and 

they're free as a bird, and strange things can happen.  

16. Stick close to your dog the first time you bring him or her to the park. They are likely 

to get really happy and excited and might not quite understand what to do. Give 

them some freedom, but be close by for safety and comfort until they're acclimated. 

By their 2nd trip, they usually "get it" and start having the time of their life! Some 

dogs take longer; some adapt immediately. Don't be over-protective -- but don't be 

negligent either. PAY ATTENTION. Your dog will communicate their emotions to 

you. 

17. Again, PAY ATTENTION and know where your dog is and what your dog is up to at 

all times. Some inconsiderate folks just let their dog off leash, sit down to read the 

paper or start chatting with others and ignore what their dog is doing. This leads to 

unsafe conditions, attacks, annoying of people or other dogs, missed poops (see 

next item), accidents, escapes, injuries, and even a small dog being carried off by 

an eagle or hawk.  

18. PLEASE, pick up after your dog. A PARK FILLED WITH POO IS FUN FOR FEW!! 

Most parks have poop bags available -- or start saving your newspaper bags and 

bring them along. If you can't find your dog's deposit, pick up one you CAN find that 

somebody else left behind. Unfortunately there's always poop to be picked up. It's 

just plain RUDE to let your dog leave something behind. And it's the number one 

complaint of non-dog owners who object to dog parks.  

19. Don't give treats to other dogs without permission. That other dog may have 

allergies or be a vegetarian or might be in training and thus only be allowed to have 

treats as rewards for certain behaviors. Just check with the dog's human before 

treating a dog you don't know. 

20. Don't pick up or grab somebody else's dog without permission. You might get bitten 

or you might inadvertently injure a dog who's recovering from illness or surgery, etc. 

21. Don't bring puppies under about 10 weeks to a dog park. They're just too young, 

unpredictable, and have too little impulse control. You be the judge (see suggestion 

# 2 above). 

22. Don't bring small children (under 6 or so) to a dog park. It's too easy for them to get 

injured. Also many dogs don't know how to behave around small children. If your 

child is wonderful with your dog, it doesn't mean their behavior will be appropriate 

with a strange dog.  

23. PLEASE THINK first and use your common sense. Dog parks are SO WONDERFUL 

and when we follow the general rules of safety and courtesy, we can keep them 



open, make wonderful new friends for ourselves and our dogs, and continue to have 

the time of our (and our dogs') lives !! 

 


