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Introduction 

I started building models when I was 7 years old - 65 years ago. The 
first kit I remember making (with the help of my father) was the 
Aurora Famous Fighters Lockheed F-90 that came out in 1952. 
Nothing was painted and the seams were not filled. I think we put 
the decals on sloppily.  

I remembered it being so much fun that I started spending my 
allowance on models ( It was dollar a week). Most models then cost 
at most 98 cents and the majority were 69 cents.  

I lived not far from the original Aurora factory in West Hempstead. 
One day my 3rd grade class went on a field trip to Aurora. We 
watched as the plastic sprues were pulled from the steel molds and 
marveled at the complexity of it all. We were all given a free model 
at the end - I think mine was an F6F Grumman Hellcat. Grumman 
Aircraft was also on Bethpage, Long Island, but I never got to go 
and see the real aircraft. 
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Closely related to N scale trains, 1/144 scale aircraft began in the 
1960’s with Airfix 1/144 scale airliner models.  
 

Aircraft models continue to be the most represented kits in this 
scale. Kits are available in both plastic and resin. In addition to the 
1/144 scale models themselves there are a number of after market 
accessories to build vignettes and dioramas. 

My main emphasis in this book is constructing, detailing, and 
painting of these small aircraft gems. I show you, in the painting 
section, how to paint Minicraft 1/144 scale aircraft with oil paints, 
just like figure painters do. This is a very large detour for most 
aircraft modelers, but I’m sure you will find it interesting and 
illuminating.  

For many of us there is a lack of room to show large models in our 
homes. I have taken this experience to show that you can have 
many finely made models in a small space and show them well. 

I would especially like to thank Carl Thurow, Operations Manager of 
Minicraft Models, for donating the models used in this book. 

George DeWolfe 
Southwest Harbor, Maine 
September, 2018 
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Tools and Equipment 

I really like modeling tools. To me there is the right tool for the right 
job, and if I can’t find the right tool, I’ll make it myself. 

This is my model table. I actually cleaned it up before the 
photograph was taken. You should have seen it before! 
 

These are my modeling tools: 

1. The table itself is a regular size kitchen table purchased at 
Walmart. 

2. The are 3 lamps - one is invisible and hangs above the middle of 
the table. They all use daylight fixtures. 

3. There are two plastic mats - one plastic white mat that covers 
the whole table and a smaller blue plastic one with most of the 
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tools on it. The blue(also available in green) is less problematical 
for the eyes when working for over a long period of time. 

4. The head magnifier in the center is absolutely essential for small 
scale work. There are several brands, all good. I use a 10X 
magnifier. 

5. Tissue paper is also essential. I usually buy the cheapest brand I 
can find at the grocery store. 

6. You can’t have enough kinds of glue!  I use MicroMark glues for 
most of the work. For plastics the best cements I’ve found are 
Tamiya Extra Thin, Zap Plasti-Zap, and,what I consider the best 
plastic glue available - Italeri’s Liquid Cement for Plastic. And, 
don’t forget the all essential 5-Minute Epoxy. And Elmer’s, of 
course. 

7.  For putty I use two kinds - Squadron Green Putty(they now have 
it in grey and white!) and A+B Epoxy Putty.  

8. Dental tools of all kinds. Your dentist throws these away all the 
time, but they are still useful for modelers. Ask your dentist and 
he’ll probably give the old ones to you. Micro-Mark also sells a 
set of these tools for around $10. 

9.  Rulers, scissors(large and small), wire cutters, and needle-nose     
pliers. 

10. Rubbing alcohol. I also find the small alcohol pads available at 
the drug store useful. 

11. Q-Tips -  large and small - you can’t do without Q-Tips. 
12. Old toothbrushes. 
13. Razor saws - large and small. 
14. Needle files of all kinds - especially small ones. The Mousetail 

file - one of my favorites - is a supurb tool for this scale. 
15. Sanding sticks - Squadron makes really good ones, or you can 

just use fingernail sandpaper files. 
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16. Small pin vise with drills. 
17. Small flashlight 
18. A couple of eye droppers. 
19. Small candle with matches. 
20. Tweezers - I have 3 or 4 different kinds. The needle point 

tweezers are especially useful. 
21. Small wire brush. 
22. A small modeling hammer with brass on one 

end and nylon on the other. 

23. A surgical scalpel with hundreds of extra 
blades. Works better than X-Acto products for 
this kind of detailed work. 

24. AK True Metal paints. The best metal finish I’ve found. Wax 
based. Use with Rub’n Buff Ebony to get darker colors. 

(picture) 

25.  Abteilung 502 oil paints. These oils are made for modelers and 
dry relatively fast compared to artist oils. I prefer these paints 
over any other model paint - enamel or acrylic. The only acrylics 
I’ve found that have a long drying time are Golden Open 
Acrylics. The new Winsor & Newton Artisan Alkyd paints might 
be useful because they are quick drying, but I have not tried 
them. Last time I checked there were over 20 brands of artist oils 
available. Winsor & Newton and Grumbacher have been the 
standard oil paints of professionals for years, but I’ve found the 
Abteilung brand works best for models because they are made 
especially for model painting. 

26. Primer - You need to have a surface for the oil paint to adhere 
to. White spray model paint will suffice but I have found Vallejo 
Surface Primer to be ideal. It comes in Black, Gray, and White. I 
prefer the white. 

(picture) 
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27. Toothpicks - Both round and flat. 

28.  Small plastic paint tray - available at art supply stores 

28. Handmade Tools - One of my favorite is a putty spreader made 
from brass wire. I made it with a 5 inch length of brass wire, 
pounded one end flat, and finished shaping it with files, steel 
wool, and emery cloth. Nothing else works like this tool. 
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Parts, Acessories, Photoetched  
Figures - https://www.scalemates.com; https://
www.shapeways.com; http://www.gaugemaster.com/; Preiser 
Figures - https://www.rocousa.com/brands/Preiser_Figures 
Extra Tech - https://www.1001modelkits.com/ ; https://
www.eduard.com 
Marabu Models - https://www.hannants.co.uk/manufacturer/
marabu-design/products 
Squadron - https://www.squadron.com 

This is not an exhaustive list but it covers the major brands I’ve 
been associated with. 

One thing you’ll notice is the generally low cost of the majority of 
these planes. Prices range from $4.00 to $50.00 as opposed to 
twice that much for 1/72 scale aircraft (and progressively more for 
larger scales). 

While it may seem unimportant in this scale, I believe in research. 
I’ve found that Squadron and Osprey produce excellent inexpensive 
books on most aircraft, as well as other publishers you can find on 
Amazon. For every model I make, I always buy the research (books 
and other material). 

When I first started this hobby, there were only 3 manufacturers of 
plastic model ktis: Aurora, Monogram, and Revell. I look back and 
think what the basic differences were in these 3 brands? What I 
remember is that Revell had the most detailed kits, Monogram had 
the best molded pieces, and Aurora was the simplest to assemble. 
Of course, at the time, I didn’t think about these characteristics. I 
just took my $1 weekly allowance, rode my bike down to Turvo’s 
Hobby Shop, and bought my next model. The excitement and joy of 
those days is still with me.  

Over the years my primary interest in model making has been 
painting figures of all kinds. A few years ago I started to get 
interested in 1/144 scale aircraft for no particular reason (do 
modelers need a reason?). This book is the story of what I’ve 
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learned and what I’ve accomplished. Many of the techniques are 
new to aircraft modeling in general. Whatever your skill level, I hope 
you have fun with these techniques and ideas. 

The ultimate goal is to make these small models as realistic as 
possible. 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Assembly and Detailing 

Assembly of Minicraft 1/144 scale aircraft is not much different 
from any other plastic model with one exception - glue application 
requires a steady hand, a very small brush, and a magnifying hood 
such as the Optivisor with 10X magnification. It is extremely easy to 
get liquid cement on the outer surfaces of the model. I have ruined a 
couple of models doing this and it’s frustrating. So this is a wake-up 
call to be careful when assembling these 1/144 scale models. Using  
tweezers to hold parts is useful. 

Detailing can be even more harrowing. I keep track of all the little 
parts by taping them to the surface of the blue working mat, or you 
can leave the parts on the sprue until you need them. Here are the 
sprues of the 1/144 scale Minicraft B-25H kit: 
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Removing the Parts from the Sprue 

I have found the best way to remove parts from the sprue is to use 
a cutting plier like the Micro-Mark Professional Sprue Cutter 
(www.micromark.com). (Photo courtesy of Micro-Mark). Cut as close 
to the part as you can and then remove the stub with a sanding 
stick. 

Glue 

If you are using tube cement change now. Liquid glue in it’s various 
forms is a much better adhesive for these small plastic aircraft. A 
small brush application is much better than the end of a tube. I also 
use a real paint brush, mostly a triple 0, to apply the cement. The 
brush that usually comes with the liquid cement is too large for 
most applications.  
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I use several types of glue depending on the particular pieces that 
need assembly: 

Top row: 

Uncure 
An essential liquid from Bob Smith Industries - Uncure removes 
superglues from surfaces (and fingers) without damaging the model 
(or the fingers). 
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Micro-Mark  
Three different types of cyanoacrylate glue for different purposes: 
Gap-Filling 
Extra Thick 
Super Thin 

Elmer’s Glue-All  
I use Elmer’s mostly for wood parts. 

Bottom Row: 

Tamiya Extra Thin Cement 
Along with Testors, one of the most useful formula plastic cement 
on the market. 

Plasti-Zap 
A cyanoacrylate made especially for plastic models. Works well. 

Italeri Plastic Cement 
I consider this the best liquid plastic cement available. 

Devcon 5-Minute Epoxy 
I use this for cementing unlike materials together, like wood and 
plastic or metal and plastic. 

Revell Mini Contacta Professional Glue (not shown) 
Revell always made good glue, but I have not tried this recently 
released brand. 

Humbrol Precision Poly Cement - (not shown) 
British made and available on Amazon. 
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Testors 
And, of course, the old standby: Testers liquid plastic cement has 
always been a popular brand. 
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Applying Liquid Plastic Cement 

There are basically 2 ways to apply liquid plastic cement (glue): 

1. Apply the cement with the brush to one part and quickly press 
the second part with the first one. You must act quickly. 

2.  Put the 2 parts together and carefully apply cement to the 
seam joining the two. With this process you have to be very careful 
not to get glue on the surface of the model. You rely on capillary 
action to let the glue cement the two pieces. 

I generally use both methods for all models, depending on the 
nature of assembly. 
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Applying “Superglues” 

I don’t think any manufacturer has found a good “mousetrap” in this 
category of modeling. I’ll discuss below the ones I have tried and 
that work best for our purposes. 

My favorite applicator for superglue is an eyelash cotton swab 
(shown in comparison with a regular cotton swab). Disposable. 

Zap Flexi-Tips 
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Whip Tips 

Bob Smith Applicator Tip 
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The application of superglues must be done very carefully, just as 
with liquid plastic cement. For this reason the most controllable and 
accurate option here is to apply these glues with an eyelash cotton 
swab. 

The other glues in the photograph - Epoxy Putty and Elmers - can be 
applied with a toothpick. 

Basic Assembly 

I usually start with the interior of the aircraft and work outwards - 
it just seems easier to do this. The very first thing I do is assemble 
the cockpit parts, paint, and add decals if necessary. When you glue 
the 2 fuselage halves together, it’s very hard to do the above 3 
tasks. 

Interior Decals 

I find that applying any decals like the front and side instrument 
panels (often supplied with these kits) comes first. If the model does 
not have instrument decals I usually make images from a real 
aircraft interior photograph and print a decal on an inkjet printer (on 
special inkjet decal paper such as Hayes Paper, Waterslide Decal 
Paper) in the size I need. It is very small! As an alternative, you can 
buy a large scale aircraft instrument decal, photograph or scan it, 
and reduce it in size to 1/144 scale.  

Here is a cockpit for a MiniCraft P-47 
Thunderbolt. I built a small box out of 
thin plastic sheet and added the decals 
to the proper places and trimmed and 
sanded. I added a small scratch built seat 
back(1 piece of plastic sheet and some 
putty for the head rest). Single malt 
Scotch helps in this process. 
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A Simpler But Effective Cockpit  

On most, if not all Minicraft 1/144 scale aircraft, the decal sheet 
contains a cockpit image that you apply just like a decal where the 
cockpit is supposed to be. After placing the canopy over this, It 
looks really good! 

 

�20



Fuselage Assembly 

I am going to show this photograph again because it’s important: 
 

I am holding one half of the fuselage of the P-47 with a pair of 
tweezers - not my fingers! The brush is a triple 0. You can also use 
the small eyelash cotton swabs discussed earlier. Brush on the liquid 
cement to one half and press the two halves together quickly. I use 
wooden clothes pins to clamp the two halves tightly until the glue 
sets. Rubber bands are not a good idea as the liquid glue might 
seep into the band and scar some of the surface of the model. 
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Wings 

Cement the wings together if they are in separate halves and glue 
this assembly to the fuselage. There will usually be gaps that need 
to be filled with putty. Glue the tail wings (also called the horizontal 
stabilizers) in place if they are part of a particular aircraft. 
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Putty 

I smear putty into the open gaps in the wings and fuselage halves 
with the special tool described above, and wipe the excess clean 
with a small cotton swab. Dipping the swab in rubbing alcohol 
helps this process. I use both A+B Epoxy Putty and Squadron Green 
Putty (also made in Gray and White). Tamiya and Milliput also make 
fine putties. Vallejo Model Color Plastic Putty is an acrylic and water  
soluble. 

Let dry overnight. 
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Base 

At this point I’ll usually put the model on a base, either temporarily 
or permanently. My plastic bases are simple and almost invisible. I 
use either a 2x2 wooden block or a clear round piece of “base” 
plastic. Drill a hole in the center of the base and insert a piece of 
black floral wire (available at any florist). Drill a similar hole in the 
bottom of the fuselage and fit the extended wire into that hole (It’s 
about 4-6 inches long when finished). I use superglue for this. 
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Another way I find very aesthetic (my favorite!) is to combine a ⅛ or 
3/16 inch plastic rod with plastic 1 to 2 inch clear plastic circles. 
These are available at https://warsen.al/collections/bases. 

There a hundreds of choices for making bases. These are three that 
I use frequently. 

External Equipment 

Last things to assemble are the exterior wheels, fuel tanks, bombs, 
rockets, etc., that are packaged with the kit. The important things to 
remember are: 
1. Make sure you trim all the flash from the part. This is easy to 
miss and when painted shows up badly. I usually use fine diamond 
studded files for finishing (sold on Amazon for about $7 per set of 
10 files). Included here also is a “Mousetail file”(upper left) - one of 
the most useful tools on my modeling table. Mousetail files 
(Mäuseschwänzchen in German) are available at swstrings.com. 
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2. Carefully handle the small parts as it is very easy to get glue 
on them. Sometimes it seems like the glue comes out of nowhere 
(actually it’s probably on your fingers - so watch them as well). 

One of the few items I like to scratch build are the wing machine 
guns if they exist.  I remove the molded-on kit machine guns and 
drill holes where they used to be. I then insert very thin brass wire 
and trim to shape. This brass wire guns look much more realistic 
than the plastic molded-on ones. 

Save gluing the canopy until everything else is done. In this case, 
check the cockpit just to make sure you didn’t forget to paint it (I 
know this sound ridiculous, but I have done it!). When we paint the 
model we’ll tape the canopy so that it won’t get painted itself. 

Detailing 

Well, actually, we’ve done some detailing already – building the 
cockpit interior with the seat and decals. I added the control stick 
later.  

Detailing is very much a matter of degree - you can take it as far as 
you want. I think it’s a matter of good sense rather than anything 
else. For instance, you wouldn’t want to detail an engine no one will 
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ever see, but if you want to do a diorama with mechanics working 
on the engine, then you’d want it to be as detailed as possible. 

Here is a detailed engine I did on a Fokker Triplane, along with a 
scratch built propeller carved from laminated bass wood and 
walnut: 
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I have seen many detailed examples both on the web and at 
International Plastic Modelers Society (http://www.ipmsusa.org/ ) 
model shows. 

In addition there are several places on the web that sell detail parts 
for 1/144 scale aircraft (This is a selection of the ones I know – and 
certainly there are others): 

Eduard - https://www.eduard.com/store 
Oz-Mods - http://www.ozmods-kits.com/ 
Hannants - https://www.hannants.co.uk/ 
Reduced Aircraft Factory - https://www.shapeways.com/shops/raf 
Scale-Model Kits - air.scale-model-kits.com 

Here is the P-47 again almost completely assembled. I’ve positioned 
the landing gear so that it looks like the aircraft is taking off. 
 

�28

https://www.eduard.com/store/Aircraft-and-helicopters/other/Ju-87B-DUAL-COMBO-1-144-1-144.html?cur=2
http://air.scale-model-kits.com


Painting 

Painting of any kind - aircraft, ship car, figure, or any other kit - is 
the hardest and often the most exasperating step in finishing a 
model. Most all modelers I’ve known over the years use enamels, 
lacquers, or acrylics. This chapter presents you with another way to 
paint - with artist oils. 

I began using artist oils when I started painting figures. The results 
with blending edges is unsurpassed. Here is a flat figure I painted 
some years ago - look at the 3-dimensionality you can get even with 
a flat. 

I also believe that because Minicraft 1/144 scale aircraft are so 
small, that they benefit from an oil painting technique rather than 
the typical airbrush spray method typically used by modelers. 
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Brushes 

There is no argument on this one. I use Kolinsky sable brushes for 
both general paint application and paint detailing. Winsor & Newton 
#7 Kolinsky watercolor brushes are the best in the world. I use the 
Pointed Round #1, #2, #3, Triple 0, Double 0, and 0 form Winsor & 
Newton. They are expensive, but very much worth it. Winsor & 
Newton also make a brand called Miniature Rounds which are less 
expensive. Blick Art Supplies makes some great short handled Bright 
Kolinsky brushes that are very reasonably priced( Bright brushes are 
flat instead of pointed). 

Painting with Oils 

As stated earlier, I use True Metal paints for the metallic surfaces 
and Abteilung oil paints for colors. True Metal paints are the most 
realistic metal surface paint (actually it’s a wax) I have found. True 
Metal Silver, when buffed with a cotton swab, actually looks like 
silver in comparison to other enamel or lacquer based silver model 
paint.  Abteilung oils dry faster than artist oils and come in colors  
that are made especially for modelers. I have tried many thinners 
with the Abteilung oil paints and the best one I’ve found is Testors 
Universal Enamel thinner. I usually buy it in the 8 oz. can and decant 
it into a smaller bottle for working. 
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Priming 

It is necessary to prime the aircraft with a base coat of white, gray, 
or black primer. Modelers have their preferences and mine is white 
(although I occasionally use black). My favorites are Vallejo Acrylic 
White Surface Primer and Testor’s Spray White. 

The basic reason for using an acrylic rather than an enamel or 
lacquer primer is that, when dry, the acrylic won’t smudge or blend 
with the oil paint I use for the main painting. I wash the model first 
with soap and water, let dry, and apply a coat of the Vallejo primer 
with a brush. It dries flat with no marks or pooling. Of course, you 
can always airbrush it on if you want. Here is the brand of brush 
cleaner I use: The Masters Brush Cleaner and Preserver: 
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Applying The Primer 

I use a flat Kolinsky Sable or Red Sable for applying the base coat of 
primer. I thin it slightly with water or acrylic thinner and apply. Keep 
the brush going in one direction. If your primer is a spray hold the 
can about 15 inches from the model. I usually do this outside and 
wear an old glove to keep from getting paint on my hands. Apply 
the primer as a thin coat!  Let dry overnight. 
 

  

Painting Metal Surfaces 

Many aircraft have bare metal (usually duralumin) surfaces. Others 
will be painted in an olive drab or gray. Most military aircraft today 
are painted with a camouflage pattern of some kind. Your reference 
source will show you the correct paint scheme for your particular 
model. 

Let’s talk about painting metal surfaces first. 
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Here are the metal paints I use: 
 

True Metal paints: The Ebony paint is Rub-N-Buff brand and I use it 
to darken the other metal colors if I need to. Buffed with a cotton 
swab when dry, the True Metal paints actually look metallic. 

If you look at a bare metal aircraft, in real life or in photographs, 
you can see tonal differences in the metal plates that are used to 
build the fuselage and wings. I find that by using the various True 
Metal colors, and buff them selectively, I can achieve a truly realistic 
metal surface on these very small aircraft. 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Let’s paint the P-47 we built: 

1. Paint or spray the model with white primer and let dry: 

2. Squeeze a dab of Aluminum True Metal paint (or other metal 
paint) into one of the holes in a small watercolor tray (available at 
art supply stores).  
3.  Use an eyedropper to put a small amount of thinner in the hole 
next to the paint daub. 

�34



4. Dip the brush in the thinner and then into the daub of paint. 
5.  Paint onto the desired area. I use all of the various True Metal 
colors to give different metallic tones on the model. 
          

Here on the P-47 I’ve used mostly silver, a little gun metal, and dark 
aluminum mixed with ebony. While it may seem a bit exaggerated 
to some modelers, the effect is quite stunning in 1/144 scale. 

6. Buff the surface with cotton swabs.  

7. Sometimes I do this metal painting by sections rather than try 
to paint the whole model all at once. 
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Here is the result on the P-47 after buffing – very realistic! 
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Uschi van der Rosten Metallic paste and powders 

In addition to the True Metal paints, Uschi van der Rosten, 
https://www.uschivdr.com, makes metallic powders and metallic 
pastes that, to me, work the wonder of a real metal surface on a 
model. I first apply a gloss black (Testors) underpainting and let dry. 
On top of this I brush the Uschi powder or paste and buff the 
surface with a cotton swab.  
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Painting Camouflage 

Painting an aircraft with camouflage colors requires mixing and 
thinning color oil paints. Instead of painting the aircraft black, we 
paint it white overall first to help the colors stand out. 

Example 1: 

Here is the Minicraft F/16C example I want to paint: 

Here I have drawn rough camouflage outlines on the primed F-16 
with a pencil from the image above: 
 

�38



Because there are only white, gray, and black colors on this F/16 
Aggressor Squadron aircraft all I need are the Abteilung White and Black 
oil paints and mix them as gray where needed. The Federal Standard 
numbers used to paint an F/16C are slightly different, but in this scale 
those differences are not noticeable. If fact, in this scale it is often 
necessary to exaggerate a painting scheme slightly to make it look 
realistic. 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Example 2: Mig-23 in Arctic Camouflage. Painting camouflage like 
the one on this Mig will require more Scotch than usual. It is nearly 
impossible to get it exactly right. 

Colors were Abteilung Black and Snow White along with Ableilung 
Blue-Green and Copper Oxide Blue. 
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Markings 

Decal application has come a long way since the first Aurora, Revell, 
and Monogram kits I assembled in the early 1950’s. I am going to 
keep this discussion simple. The way to think about decals is to 
pretend they are paint – which is what they are on the original 
aircraft. The idea here is to make them look flat against the model 
like paint would. 

There is a fairly standard way to get this right. 

1. Paint the surface to be decaled with a glossy clear paint - the 
surface has to be smooth. Let dry. 

2. Soak the decal in water. 

3. Use a small cotton swab to position the decal correctly. 

4. Carefully smooth the decal with a regular Q-Tip. 

5. Apply a drop or two of Microsol to 
soften the decal and make it conform to the 
surface of the aircraft. 

6. Apply two or three coats of Micro Set 
cleaning excess around the decal area. Let 
dry. 

7. Apply two or more coats of glossy 
clear paint on and around the decal. 

8. Spray the model with dull or gloss 
coat. 

There are modelers who do indeed paint the markings on their 
aircraft. They need 3-4 more glasses of Scotch. 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Figures 

Of all the modeling categories painting figures is the most difficult 
of any skill I know. It is difficult in all scales for different reasons, 
usually having to do with the rendering of highlights and shadows, 
but painting fine detail as well. The most difficult aspect of painting 
1/144 scale figures is getting these highlights and shadows correct. 
The second most difficult is rendering realistic faces on the figures. 

Like the aircraft we build, figures also have reference sources. You 
need a reference to portray pilots and ground crew correctly. Osprey 
Publishing makes many reference books on military figures and it is 
worthwhile looking at their website, ospreypublishing.com, 
especially their Men at Arms series. The best figure painting 
technique book is Building and Painting Scale Figures by Shepard 
Paine (the master figure painter himself). Kalmbach Books, 1993. 

The most important thing about painting 1/144 scale figures is that 
you need to base coat with acrylic paint and then use a black wash 
to bring out the shadows. 

Here are the basic steps: 

1. After removing flash and mold lines clean the figure with soap 
and water using an old toothbrush and let 
dry ( you can also use rubbing alcohol for 
this). Mount the figure so it’s easy to hold 
while painting. I use the same base as I use 
for the aircraft (see page 24). 

2. Spray(or brush) the figure with Testors 
flat white enamel paint. (Spraying is better 
because it lays down a thinner coat). Let dry. 
Of course, you can always use an airbrush. 
You have to remember that you are looking 
at a figure that is only ¾ inch high! 
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3.   Base Coat: Paint the figure with a base coat of the proper 
uniform colors in Acrylic paint. Using acrylic paint allows you to use  
a black oil paint wash so that the oils won’t lift the acrylic paint 
underneath. For the base coat I use Vallejo Model Color - vallejo 
model color(on Amazon) because of their vast range of colors. 
Andrea - andreadepotusa.com - also has a 
large line of acrylic model paints. Golden 
OPEN Acrylics are also very useful but they 
have to be thinned with water. The Golden 
paints are also slow drying as opposed to 
most acrylics that dry very fast. The Army 
Painter -www.thearmypainter.com - also has 
a nice range of paints for small wargame 
figures. Like all modelers you need to 
experiment to find out which works best 
for you. 

4. After the base coat has dried overnight apply a wash of black 
oil paint to the whole figure. You may wish to use raw umber for the 
face and other exposed flesh areas. The wash dilution is not tricky 
to mix - put some thinner in a very small container or paint tray and 
add a dab of black oil paint. The mixture should be black but still 
feel like thinner. 
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5. Apply one coat of the black thinner to the figure. If necessary, 
lightly brush (with a clean dry brush) the surface of the figure to 
remove any thinner on the raised surfaces. Let dry. 
 

6. Apply a 2nd black thinner coat if the figure needs it. 

7.  Variations on this theme can be varying the shadow color to 
match the uniform shadow color instead of using just black. It’s a bit 
more time consuming, but with the effort. 

I find this technique much more useful and realistic for 1/144 scale 
figures and infinitely easier to master and apply than treating the 
highlights and shadows separately and blending like we do with 
larger scale figures. 
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Dioramas and Vignettes 

Here is an example of very small figure vignette — a Long Range 
Desert Group of the Special Air Service scene with scratch built and 
modified items and —especially — animated faces and poses. The 
figures were painted with the techniques explained in the text. All 
of the items here were painted in oils, including the LRDG and the 
groundwork. All 1/144 scale models and figures can be painted with 
oils in this way. The results are simply breathtaking. This small 
vignette won first place in its category at IPMS Nationals many years 
ago. 
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Aircraft Displays 

The best selection of model airfields I’ve found is Coastal Kits - http://
www.coastalkits.co.uk/newstore/. They are also available on ebay. 
Here are a couple of examples from their webstore: 
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Other airfield accessories, like this hanger, can be found on ebay. 

Of course, there is the option of building your own dedicated base, and, 
as with the models themselves, you’ll need adequate research and 
materials. 

Here is one of a WWII Japanese Zero on a scratch built flight deck. 
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Always, by sure to have fun making Minicraft models 

 

P-40 Pilot bust copyright by Young Miniatures
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