








Alveston cut ler y,  f i r st des igned 
in the sixties, became known as 
RW2 in the ear ly 2000s. There 
have been very slight changes in 
the design, but the essence of 
Rober t Welch’s iconic cutler y 
pattern is still there.

With i t s  scu lptur a l  s impl ic i ty, 
RW2 evokes a  mid-centur y 
modern aesthet ic  and the 
des ign can be found in  many 
museums across  the wor ld .

INTRODUCING

R W 2  S A T I N



RW2 Cutlery Sets from £135
Airtwist Wine Glass £44
Hobart Small Candlestick £25
Limbrey Salt & Pepper Shakers £38



As a promis ing s tudent of  s i l ver smith ing , 
Rober t  Welch became insp i red by the wor k 
of  contemporar y Scandinav ian des igner s . 
Th is  led onto h i s  move to wor k ing wi th 
s ta in less  s tee l . 

“Scandinav ia  loomed lar ge as  an in f luence 
in  the mid-1950s ; the ph i losophy of  the 
Scandinav ians , so popular  at  that  t ime , 
des ign ing s imple , ever yday objects  that 
were funct iona l  and beaut i fu l  and which 
most  people cou ld a f ford , great ly  appea led 
to me . I  was , and remain , committed to th i s 
idea l  and s ince the 50s I  have endeavoured 
to pur sue th i s  a im a long wi th the cr a f t  o f 
s i l verwor k .” 

Welch , R . (1986) Hand & Mach ine , p.16

B E R G E N  S A T I N
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Rober t  made four t r ips  to 
Scandinav ia  between 1953 and 1955, 
h i s  f i r s t  v i s i t  to Norway was in  the 
summer of  1954 . He was one of  a 
group of  s tudents  f rom the Roya l 
Col lege of  Ar t  and K ingston Col lege 
of  Ar t  inv i ted to wor k in  Norweg ian 
factor ies , wi th the v i s i t  cu lminat ing 
in  an exh ib i t ion he ld in  Ber gen which 
was des igned as  a  room sett ing . As 
the on ly  s i l ver smith in  the group 
Rober t  wor ked with the factor y of 
Theodor Olsen , a  company founded 
in 1868 spec ia l i s ing in  s i l ver  and 
enamelware . 

The Scandinavian ethos can be seen 
throughout his career across a var iety 
of metals and mater ia ls , but i t  a l l 
began with s i lver and sta in less steel . 



Bergen Cutlery Sets from £90

Serica Wine Glass £36

Limbrey Satin Salt & Pepper Mills £78

RW2 Satin Salad Servers £33

Carafe £72





Design Hunter, founded by interiors writer and 

stylist Helen Powell in 2009, has become one of 

the UK’s leading interiors, design and lifestyle blogs. 

Through her styling, photography collaborations 

and content projects, Design Hunter reflects 

honesty and simplicity in the design and use of 

materials, and a belief that the objects we choose 

to live with should help create a home that is 

inviting, restful and a place of sanctuary.

H E L E N  P OW E L L , D E S I G N  H U N T E R
RO B E RT  W E L C H  C O L L E C TO R

How did you first become 
interested in design?

I think I’ve always had an interest 
in design. For me it’s a fascination 
with how it shapes the environment 
around us and how we can use it to 
create a home that reflects what’s 
most important to us, whether 
that’s a space for sociable gatherings 
with family and friends or a calm 
sanctuary to retreat to at the end 
of a busy day.

Where do you find most  
of your pieces?

We have a few vintage pieces like 
the Alveston tea pot which I bought 
from a twentieth century design 
dealer as a Christmas present for my 
husband when we first met. We’ve 
come across a few lucky finds over 
the years including a 1960s vanity 
mirror which I picked up for just a 
few pounds in a junk shop. We’ve 
also been given a few pieces as gifts, 



including the Brunel log basket - a 
present from my sister after we had 
a wood burner installed last year.

You are renovating at the 
moment, have you found a 
favourite place in your home yet?

We recently completed a kitchen 
extension project and it’s definitely 
become our new favourite place 
within the house as we were able  
to design it from scratch to our own 
specification. Our overarching goal 
was to create a light, open space that 
could be used for cooking and eating 
but would also be a room we could 
enjoy relaxing and spending time in. 
The quality of light in the space is 
really lovely and the wide window 
ledge above the sink provides the 
perfect place to display some of our 
favourite design objects.

Why were you drawn to  
Robert Welch’s Hobart 
candlesticks?

They are a classic design – solid, 
weighty and beautifully crafted.

Do you use your vintage  
Robert Welch items in day to  
day life, or are they just for show?

I don’t believe in keeping things for best. 
We use many of our Robert Welch 
pieces on an almost daily basis. Lazy 
weekend breakfasts are an important 
ritual in our house and tea is always 
served from our Alveston teapot

Are there other designs of Robert’s  
you hope to add to your collection?

I love cooking and as we’ve just 
completed the kitchen I think a new set 
of saucepans might be next on the list.

Robert Welch Collector - cont’d



THE

SCANDI
L O O K B O O K

robertwelch.com

@robertwelchuk


