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B AS IC DIFFERENCES BETWEEN F IRE  TYPES

FIRE TYPE FUEL FLAME VENTILATION INSTALLATION PROS CONS

BIOETHANOL 
FIRES

Burns	bioethanol,	
a	renewable	
plant-based	fuel.

Real	flame	with	
moderate	heat	
output.

Typically	doesn’t	
need	a	chimney	
or	flue.

Relatively	easy,	
usually	no	special	
venting	required.

Environmentally	
friendly,	easy	
installation,	real	
flame.

Fuel	costs	can	
be	higher,	heat	
output	might	not	
be	as	strong.

WOOD-BURNING 
STOVES

Burns	firewood. Real	flames	
with	strong	heat	
output.

Requires	a	
chimney	or	
flue	for	proper	
ventilation.

Can	be	complex	
due	to	chimney	
requirements.

Traditional	
ambiance,	
powerful	heat,	
backup	heating.

Higher	installation	
costs,	requires	
firewood,	emissions	
and	maintenance.

GAS FIRES Runs	on	natural	
gas	or	propane.

Realistic	flames	
with	good	heat	
output.

Requires	proper	
ventilation	and	gas	
line	installation.

More	complex,	
involving	gas	lines	
and	venting.

Efficient	heating,	
controllable	
flames,	realistic	
appearance.

Higher	installation	
costs,	needs	gas	
supply.

ELECTRIC FIRES Powered	by	
electricity.

Simulated	flames	
using	lights	or	
screens.

No	venting	
required,	simple	
plug-and-play.

Easy	and	
straightforward.

Simple	installation,	
safe	for	homes	
with	kids/pets,	low	
maintenance.

Less	authentic	
flame	appearance,	
reliance	on	
electricity.

Remember,	each	type	of	fireplace	has	its	own	set	of	advantages	and	disadvantages.	The	choice	depends	on	your	preferences,	budget,	and	the	
specific	requirements	of	your	living	space.

WIDER PROS AND CONS OF DIFFERENT F IRE  TYPES

FIRE TYPE PROS CONS INSTALLATION ANALYSIS

BIOETHANOL 
FIRES

Bioethanol	fires	are	
environmentally	friendly,	as	they	
burn	a	renewable	fuel	source	
derived	from	plants.	They	
produce	minimal	emissions	and	
don’t	require	a	flue	or	chimney,	
making	installation	easier.	They	
provide	a	real	flame	experience	
without	the	need	for	a	gas	line	
or	electricity.

Bioethanol	fuel	can	be	
expensive,	and	the	heat	output	
might	not	be	as	efficient	as	
other	options.	The	flames	can	be	
less	controllable,	and	there’s	a	
potential	for	spillage	or	fumes	if	
not	used	correctly.

Installation	costs	for	bioethanol	fires	tend	to	
be	relatively	low.	They	don’t	require	a	flue	or	
chimney,	which	eliminates	the	need	for	expensive	
venting	systems.	However,	you’ll	need	to	purchase	
the	bioethanol	fuel	and	the	fireplace	unit	itself.	
The	cost	of	the	fireplace	can	vary	based	on	the	
design	and	brand.	Bioethanol	fires	are	often	free-
standing	or	wall-mounted,	and	some	units	may	
need	professional	installation	for	proper	mounting.	
Overall,	the	installation	costs	are	moderate	
compared	to	other	options.

WOOD- 
BURNING STOVES

Wood-burning	stoves	offer	
a	traditional,	cosy	ambiance	
with	real	flames.	They	provide	
excellent	heat	output	and	are	
fuelled	by	a	renewable	resource.	
They	work	during	power	
outages	and	can	be	a	good	
backup	heating	option.

Wood-burning	stoves	require	a	
supply	of	firewood	and	proper	
ventilation.	They	produce	
emissions	and	require	regular	
maintenance	to	prevent	
creosote	build-up	in	the	
chimney.	Installation	can	be	
complex	and	costly.

Installing	a	wood-burning	stove	can	be	complex	
and	costly.	It	requires	a	chimney	or	flue	system	for	
proper	ventilation,	which	might	involve	structural	
modifications	to	your	home.	The	stove	varies	in	
price	based	on	size,	design,	and	brand.	Additionally,	
there	might	be	costs	associated	with	obtaining	a	
reliable	source	of	firewood	for	fuel.	Professional	
installation	is	recommended	for	safety	and	efficiency,	
adding	to	the	overall	installation	expenses.

GAS FIRES Gas	fires	offer	instant	heat	and	
controllable	flames.	They	are	
efficient	and	provide	consistent	
warmth.	Modern	gas	fires	
are	convenient	to	use,	often	
featuring	remote	controls	and	
thermostats.	They	produce	
fewer	emissions	compared	to	
wood-burning	stoves.

Gas	fires	require	a	gas	supply	
and	proper	ventilation.	
Installation	can	be	complex	
and	might	require	professional	
help.	The	flames	might	not	look	
as	authentic	as	wood-burning	
stoves.

Installing	a	gas	fire	involves	higher	upfront	costs.	
You’ll	need	a	gas	supply	line	installed,	which	
requires	professional	plumbing	work.	Ventilation	
is	also	essential,	and	if	you	don’t	have	an	existing	
chimney,	a	flue	might	need	to	be	added,	increasing	
the	installation	expenses.	Gas	fires	also	vary	in	
price,	depending	on	the	design,	features,	and	brand.	
Labour	costs	for	plumbing,	gas	line	installation,	and	
possibly	chimney	work	can	significantly	impact	the	
total	installation	cost.

ELECTRIC FIRES Electric	fires	are	easy	to	install	
–	just	plug	them	in.	They	are	
efficient	at	converting	energy	to	
heat,	and	some	models	come	
with	realistic	flame	effects.	They	
are	safe,	as	they	don’t	produce	
real	flames,	making	them	
suitable	for	homes	with	children	
or	pets.

Electric	fires	might	not	provide	
the	same	level	of	ambiance	as	
real	flames.	They	can	increase	
electricity	bills	if	used	frequently.

Electric	fires	have	the	lowest	installation	costs	
among	the	options.	They	simply	need	a	power	
outlet,	so	no	special	venting,	gas	lines,	or	chimneys	
are	required.	This	makes	them	a	cost-effective	
choice.	You’ll	mainly	be	paying	for	the	fireplace	unit	
itself,	which	can	vary	in	price	based	on	features	and	
design.	Additionally,	you	can	often	install	electric	
fireplaces	yourself,	reducing	labour	costs.

In	summary,	bioethanol	fires	and	electric	fires	generally	have	lower	installation	costs	due	to	minimal	or	no	need	for	venting	or	additional	utilities.	Gas	
fires	and	wood-burning	stoves	involve	higher	upfront	expenses	due	to	the	requirement	of	gas	lines,	ventilation,	and	potential	chimney	work.	Always	
consider	not	only	the	initial	installation	costs	but	also	ongoing	operational	expenses	and	long-term	maintenance	when	making	your	decision.
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WHAT IS A BIOETHANOL FIRE?
A	bioethanol	fire,	also	known	as	a	ethanol	
fireplace	or	biofuel	fireplace,	is	a	type	of	
fireplace	that	uses	bioethanol	as	a	fuel	source.	
Bioethanol	is	a	renewable,	eco-friendly,	and	
clean-burning	fuel	derived	from	plant-based	
sources	such	as	corn,	sugar-cane,	or	cellulose.

HOW DOES A BIOETHANOL FIRE 
WORK?
Bioethanol	fires	work	by	burning	bioethanol	
fuel,	producing	a	real	flame	without	the	need	
for	a	chimney	or	flue.	They	typically	consist	of	a	
burner	unit	or	a	fuel	tray	where	the	bioethanol	
is	poured,	and	the	flame	is	ignited	manually.	The	
fuel	burns	cleanly,	releasing	heat,	water	vapour,	
and	a	small	amount	of	carbon	dioxide.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF 
BIOETHANOL FIRES COMPARED TO 
SOLID FUEL-BURNING FIRES?
Bioethanol	fires	offer	several	advantages	over	
traditional	solid	fuel-burning	fires:

•	 	Environmental Friendliness:	Bioethanol	
is	a	renewable	and	carbon-neutral	fuel	
source,	meaning	it	releases	only	the	carbon	
dioxide	that	the	plants	absorbed	during	
their	growth.	It	produces	no	smoke,	soot,	
or	harmful	emissions,	making	it	a	cleaner	
option	for	indoor	or	outdoor	use.

•  Easy Installation:	Since	bioethanol	fires	
don’t	require	a	chimney	or	flue,	they	can	
be	installed	virtually	anywhere,	even	in	
apartments	or	spaces	without	existing	
venting	systems.

•  Convenience:	Lighting	a	bioethanol	fire	is	
as	simple	as	pouring	the	fuel	and	igniting	it.	
There’s	no	need	for	firewood,	kindling,	or	
tending	to	the	fire,	making	it	a	hassle-free	
alternative.

•	 	Heat	Efficiency:	Bioethanol	fires	generate	a	
significant	amount	of	heat,	quickly	warming	
up	a	room.	They	can	often	be	adjusted	to	
control	the	heat	output,	providing	flexibility	
and	comfort.

•  Flexibility in Design:	Bioethanol	fires	come	
in	a	variety	of	styles	and	designs,	ranging	
from	free-standing	units	to	wall-mounted	or	
tabletop	options.	They	offer	sleek,	modern	
aesthetics	that	can	complement	any	interior	
design	scheme.

ARE BIOETHANOL FIRES SAFE?
When	used	responsibly	and	according	to	the	
manufacturer’s	instructions,	bioethanol	fires	are	
generally	safe.	However,	it’s	essential	to	follow	
safety	guidelines,	such	as	using	the	appropriate	
fuel	and	not	overfilling	the	burner.	Since	
bioethanol	burns	without	producing	smoke	or	
sparks,	the	risk	of	accidental	fires	is	reduced	
compared	to	traditional	fires.	Nonetheless,	it’s	
always	recommended	to	exercise	caution	and	
keep	flammable	objects	at	a	safe	distance.

CAN BIOETHANOL FIRES BE USED AS 
A PRIMARY HEATING SOURCE?
Bioethanol	fires	are	primarily	designed	for	
ambiance	and	supplemental	heating,	rather	
than	serving	as	a	primary	heating	source	for	an	
entire	home.	They	provide	localized	heat	and	

can	effectively	warm	up	a	room	or	a	small	area.	
However,	they	may	not	be	as	efficient	or	cost-
effective	for	heating	larger	spaces	compared	to	
central	heating	systems.

HOW LONG DOES BIOETHANOL 
FUEL LAST, AND WHERE CAN IT BE 
PURCHASED?
The	burn	time	of	bioethanol	fuel	depends	on	
the	size	of	the	burner	and	the	flame’s	settings.	
On	average,	a	litre	of	bioethanol	can	burn	for	
approximately	3	to	4	hours.	Bioethanol	fuel	
is	available	from	various	retailers,	including	
home	improvement	stores,	fireplace	specialty	
shops,	and	online	marketplaces.	It’s	important	
to	choose	high-quality	fuel	specifically	designed	
for	bioethanol	fires	to	ensure	safe	and	efficient	
operation.

DO BIOETHANOL FIRES REQUIRE 
ANY MAINTENANCE?
Bioethanol	fires	generally	require	minimal	
maintenance.	Regular	cleaning	of	the	burner	
or	fuel	tray	and	occasional	inspection	of	the	
components	for	any	signs	of	wear	or	damage	
are	recommended.	It’s	important	to	remove	
any	ashes	or	residue	from	previous	burns	
before	refilling	the	burner.	Additionally,	always	
refer	to	the	manufacturer’s	maintenance	
instructions	for	specific	guidance.	

CAN BIOETHANOL FIRES BE USED 
OUTDOORS?
Yes,	bioethanol	fires	can	be	used	outdoors,	
provided	they	are	used	in	a	well-ventilated	
area.	They	are	a	popular	choice	for	creating	a	
cosy	ambiance	on	patios,	decks,	or	outdoor	
living	spaces.	However,	it’s	important	to	ensure	
that	the	outdoor	environment	is	suitable	
for	safe	operation,	and	local	regulations	
or	restrictions	on	open	flames	should	be	
considered.

ARE BIOETHANOL FIRES ENERGY-
EFFICIENT?
Bioethanol	fires	can	be	considered	relatively	
energy-efficient.	Since	they	burn	a	renewable	
fuel	source	and	convert	it	into	heat	energy,	
there	is	minimal	wastage.	However,	the	overall	
energy	efficiency	may	vary	depending	on	the	
specific	model	and	design	of	the	bioethanol	
fire.	It’s	recommended	to	look	for	models	that	
have	high	thermal	efficiency	ratings	for	optimal	
heat	output.

CAN BIOETHANOL FIRES BE USED IN 
SMOKE-FREE ZONES OR AREAS WITH 
VENTILATION RESTRICTIONS?
Bioethanol	fires	are	often	suitable	for	use	in	
smoke-free	zones	or	areas	with	ventilation	
restrictions	since	they	produce	no	smoke	or	
harmful	emissions.	However,	it’s	important	
to	check	local	regulations	and	restrictions	to	
ensure	compliance	before	installing	or	using	a	
bioethanol	fire	in	such	areas.

HOW DOES THE COST OF 
BIOETHANOL FUEL COMPARE TO 
OTHER HEATING OPTIONS?
The	cost	of	bioethanol	fuel	can	vary	depending	
on	the	brand,	location,	and	quantity	purchased.	
Generally,	it	may	be	more	expensive	than	

traditional	solid	fuels	like	firewood	or	coal	on	
a	per-hour	basis.	However,	the	overall	cost	will	
depend	on	the	frequency	and	duration	of	use.	
It’s	recommended	to	consider	both	the	fuel	
cost	and	the	convenience	and	benefits	offered	
by	bioethanol	fires	when	comparing	costs	with	
other	heating	options.

CAN BIOETHANOL FIRES BE USED 
AS A PRIMARY SOURCE OF HEAT 
DURING POWER OUTAGES?
Bioethanol	fires	can	provide	heat	during	power	
outages,	but	they	should	be	used	with	caution.	
While	they	don’t	rely	on	electricity	to	operate,	
it’s	essential	to	ensure	proper	ventilation	
and	adhere	to	safety	guidelines,	especially	
in	enclosed	spaces.	It’s	advisable	to	have	
alternative	heating	sources	or	backup	plans	for	
prolonged	power	outages.

CAN BIOETHANOL FIRES BE 
CONVERTED TO USE OTHER TYPES 
OF FUELS?
Bioethanol	fires	are	specifically	designed	
to	burn	bioethanol	fuel	and	may	not	be	
easily	convertible	to	use	other	types	of	
fuels.	Altering	the	fuel	source	may	affect	the	
safety,	efficiency,	and	performance	of	the	
fireplace.	It’s	recommended	to	consult	with	
the	manufacturer	or	a	qualified	professional	
before	considering	any	modifications	or	fuel	
conversions.

CAN BIOETHANOL FIRES BE 
OPERATED REMOTELY OR 
CONTROLLED BY A THERMOSTAT?
Some	bioethanol	fire	models	offer	remote	
control	or	thermostatic	features	for	convenient	
operation.	These	additional	functionalities	allow	
users	to	adjust	the	flame	height	or	heat	output	
remotely	or	set	desired	temperature	levels.	
However,	not	all	bioethanol	fires	have	these	
advanced	control	options,	so	it’s	important	to	
check	the	specifications	of	the	specific	model	
you	are	interested	in.

ARE BIOETHANOL FIRES SUITABLE 
FOR COMMERCIAL OR PUBLIC 
SPACES?
Bioethanol	fires	can	be	suitable	for	commercial	
or	public	spaces,	provided	they	meet	the	
necessary	safety	requirements	and	adhere	to	
local	regulations.	These	fires	are	often	used	in	
restaurants,	hotels,	bars,	or	outdoor	venues	
to	create	a	warm	and	inviting	atmosphere.	
However,	it’s	crucial	to	consult	with	the	
appropriate	authorities	and	ensure	compliance	
with	fire	safety	codes	before	installing	or	using	
bioethanol	fires	in	such	spaces.

Remember to always refer to the 
manufacturer’s instructions and guidelines for 
the	safe	and	proper	use	of	bioethanol	fires.

BIOETHANOL F IRES  FAQ
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WHAT IS A WOOD-BURNING STOVE?
A	wood-burning	stove	is	a	heating	appliance	
designed	to	burn	wood	fuel	for	the	purpose	
of	providing	heat	to	a	living	space.	It	typically	
consists	of	a	firebox,	a	flue	or	chimney,	and	a	
heat	exchanger	to	transfer	heat	to	the	room.

HOW DO THEY WORK?
Wood-burning	stoves	work	by	burning	wood	
fuel	inside	a	controlled	combustion	chamber.	
Air	is	drawn	into	the	stove	for	combustion,	and	
the	heat	produced	is	radiated	into	the	room.	
Some	stoves	also	have	fans	or	blowers	to	
distribute	heat	more	efficiently.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF USING 
A WOOD-BURNING STOVE?
•	 	Efficiency:	Wood	stoves	can	be	highly	
efficient	at	converting	wood	into	heat.

•	 	Cost Savings:	Wood	is	often	a	cheaper	fuel	
source	compared	to	gas	or	electricity.

•  Environmental Friendliness:	When	used	
with	seasoned	wood,	wood-burning	stoves	
can	be	a	carbon-neutral	heating	option.

•  Reliability:	They	can	provide	heat	during	
power	outages.

•	  Aesthetic Appeal:	The	flames	and	cosy	
ambiance	add	to	the	appeal	of	a	room.

CAN I USE ANY TYPE OF WOOD IN A 
WOOD-BURNING STOVE?
Hard-woods	like	oak,	maple,	and	cherry	are	
preferred	due	to	their	slow-burning	and	high	
heat	output	characteristics.	Softwoods	like	pine	
and	fir	can	be	used	but	tend	to	burn	faster	and	
create	more	creosote	build-up	in	the	chimney.

SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS?
•	 	Install	carbon	monoxide	detectors	and	
smoke	alarms.

•	 	Use	appropriate	hearth	protection	
materials.

•	 	Keep	flammable	materials	away	from	the	
stove.

•	 	Supervise	children	and	pets	around	the	
stove.

•	 	Regularly	inspect	and	clean	the	chimney	to	
prevent	creosote	build-up.

HOW OFTEN DO I NEED TO CLEAN 
A WOOD-BURNING STOVE?
Regular	cleaning	is	essential.	Remove	ash	from	
the	firebox	regularly,	and	have	a	professional	
chimney	sweep	inspect	and	clean	the	chimney	
annually	to	prevent	creosote	build-up.

HOW DO I INSTALL A WOOD-
BURNING STOVE?
It’s	recommended	to	have	a	professional	install	
your	wood-burning	stove	to	ensure	it	meets	
safety	and	local	building	code	requirements.	
Proper	venting	and	clearances	are	critical.

CAN I RETROFIT AN EXISTING 
FIREPLACE?
Yes,	it’s	possible	to	retrofit	an	existing	fireplace	
with	a	wood-burning	stove	insert.	This	can	
improve	efficiency	and	heat	output	while	
preserving	the	aesthetic	of	the	fireplace.

CAN I BURN OTHER MATERIALS LIKE 
RUBBISH OR TREATED WOOD IN A 
WOOD STOVE?
Burning	trash	or	treated	wood	can	release	
harmful	chemicals	into	the	air	and	damage	the	
stove.	Only	burn	properly	seasoned,	untreated	
wood	in	a	wood-burning	stove.

HOW EFFICIENT ARE THEY?
Efficiency	varies	by	model,	but	modern	EPA-
certified	stoves	can	achieve	efficiencies	of	70%	
or	higher,	meaning	they	convert	a	significant	
amount	of	the	wood’s	energy	into	heat.

DO THEY REQUIRE MAINTENANCE?
Yes,	regular	maintenance	includes	cleaning	
the	firebox,	inspecting	gaskets	and	seals,	and	
having	the	chimney	cleaned	annually	to	prevent	
creosote	build-up.

CAN I USE MY WOOD-BURNING 
STOVE DURING A POWER OUTAGE?
Yes,	wood-burning	stoves	do	not	rely	on	
electricity	for	operation,	so	they	can	provide	
heat	during	a	power	outage.

Wood-burning	stoves	are	versatile	and	
efficient	heating	solutions,	but	their	safe	and	
effective	use	depends	on	proper	installation,	
maintenance,	and	compliance	with	local	
regulations	and	best	practices.	Always	consult	
the	manufacturer’s	instructions	and	adhere	to	
local	guidelines.

UK LEGISLATION AND 
REGULATIONS

ARE THERE REGULATIONS IN THE UK 
FOR WOOD-BURNING STOVES?
Yes,	the	UK	has	regulations	in	place	to	address	
emissions	and	air	quality	concerns	associated	
with	wood-burning	stoves.	These	regulations	
aim	to	reduce	particulate	matter	and	other	
pollutants	released	during	wood	combustion.

WHAT IS THE CLEAN AIR STRATEGY?
The	UK’s	Clean	Air	Strategy,	launched	in	2019,	
includes	measures	to	control	emissions	from	
wood-burning	stoves.	It	promotes	the	use	of	
cleaner-burning	stoves	and	restricts	the	sale	of	
certain	types	of	solid	fuels.	

The Clean Air Bill 2023 is currently being 
debated in Parliament, still	in	the	early	stages.	
We	will	update	when	new	info	is	available.	
Follow	progress	at	bills.parliament.uk/bills/3412

CAN I STILL INSTALL AND USE A 
WOOD-BURNING STOVE IN THE UK?
Yes,	you	can	still	install	and	use	a	wood-burning	
stove	in	the	UK,	but	it	must	comply	with	the	
regulations	and	emission	standards	in	place.	It’s	
essential	to	choose	an	EcoDesign-compliant	
stove	for	better	efficiency	and	reduced	emissions.

WHAT IS AN ECODESIGN-
COMPLIANT STOVE?
An	EcoDesign-compliant	stove	meets	strict	
environmental	and	efficiency	standards	outlined	
in	the	Ecodesign	Directive.	These	stoves	are	
designed	to	produce	fewer	emissions	and	be	
more	energy-efficient.	

DO I NEED PLANNING PERMISSION 
TO INSTALL A WOOD-BURNING 
STOVE IN MY HOME?

Generally,	you	do	not	need	planning	permission	
for	installing	a	wood-burning	stove	in	an	
existing	home.	However,	if	you	live	in	a	listed	
building	or	a	conservation	area,	additional	
permissions	may	be	required.

ARE THERE RESTRICTIONS ON THE 
TYPES OF WOOD I CAN BURN?
Yes,	the	Clean	Air	Strategy	restricts	the	sale	of	
certain	fuels	in	specific	areas.	It’s	recommended	
to	burn	only	dry,	seasoned	wood	or	fuels	
that	meet	the	required	standards.	Wet	
or	unseasoned	wood	can	produce	more	
pollutants.

DO I NEED TO HAVE MY WOOD-
BURNING STOVE PROFESSIONALLY 
INSTALLED?
Yes,	professional	installation	by	a	registered	
installer	is	strongly	recommended.	This	ensures	
that	the	stove	is	properly	vented,	complies	
with	safety	regulations,	and	meets	emission	
standards.

WHAT ARE THE REGULATIONS 
REGARDING CHIMNEY 
MAINTENANCE FOR WOOD-
BURNING STOVES?
Regular	chimney	maintenance	is	essential	
to	prevent	chimney	fires	and	ensure	proper	
ventilation.	Chimneys	should	be	swept	and	
inspected	at	least	annually	by	a	professional	
chimney	sweep.

ARE THERE EMISSIONS LIMITS FOR 
EXISTING WOOD-BURNING STOVES?
While	there	are	no	specific	emissions	limits	for	
existing	stoves,	the	government	encourages	the	
use	of	cleaner-burning	EcoDesign-compliant	
stoves	to	reduce	emissions	voluntarily.

HOW CAN I FIND OUT IF A WOOD-
BURNING STOVE IS ECODESIGN-
COMPLIANT?
Look	for	stoves	with	the	“Ecodesign	Ready”	
label.	This	indicates	that	the	stove	meets	the	
strict	environmental	and	efficiency	standards	of	
the	Ecodesign	Directive.

CAN I INSTALL A WOOD-BURNING 
STOVE IN A SMOKE CONTROL AREA?
Yes,	you	can	install	a	wood-burning	stove	in	
a	smoke	control	area,	but	you	must	use	a	
DEFRA-exempt	appliance	or	burn	smokeless	
fuels.

WHERE CAN I FIND MORE INFO?
For	detailed	information	and	guidance	on	
wood-burning	stove	regulations	in	the	UK,	
consult	the	government’s	official	website	or	
reach	out	to	a	registered	installer	for	expert	
advice	and	compliance	assistance.

Always ensure that your wood-burning 
stove and installation adhere to the latest 
regulations and standards to maintain safety, 
protect air quality, and comply with UK 
legislation.

WOOD-BURNING STOVE FAQ
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GAS F IRES  FAQ 

WHAT IS A GAS FIRE?
A	gas	fire	is	a	contemporary	heating	appliance	
that	uses	natural	gas	or	propane	to	produce	
flames	and	heat.	Modern	gas	fires	come	in	a	
range	of	traditional	and	contemporary	models,	
and	are	designed	to	provide	efficient	and	
convenient	heating	solutions	while	enhancing	
the	aesthetics	of	a	room.

HOW DO GAS FIRES WORK?
Gas	fires	operate	by	burning	natural	gas	or	
propane	in	a	controlled	combustion	process.	
This	generates	flames	that	produce	both	
heat	and	an	appealing	visual	focal	point.	They	
often	feature	electronic	ignition	and	can	be	
controlled	remotely	for	ease	of	use.

WHAT SETS MODERN GAS FIRES 
APART FROM TRADITIONAL MODELS?
Modern	gas	fires	typically	feature	sleek	
and	innovative	designs,	making	them	more	
aesthetically	pleasing	and	efficient	than	
traditional	gas	fires.	They	often	incorporate	
advanced	technology	for	ease	of	use	and	
improved	heat	distribution.

HOW DO THE FLAMES IN MODERN 
GAS FIRES COMPARE TO OTHER 
TYPES OF FIRES?
•	 	Compared to Bioethanol Fires:	Modern	
gas	fires	offer	more	realistic	and	consistent	
flames	than	bioethanol	fires,	which	can	
have	variable	flame	heights	and	may	require	
more	frequent	refilling.

•	 	Compared to Wood-Burning Stoves:	While	
wood-burning	stoves	provide	the	charm	
of	a	real	wood	fire,	modern	gas	fires	offer	
a	controlled,	hassle-free	flame	without	the	
need	for	tending	the	fire	or	handling	wood.

•	 	Compared to Electric Fires:	Modern	gas	
fires	often	provide	more	authentic	flames	
and	can	offer	better	heat	output	compared	
to	electric	fires.

WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES OF 
USING A GAS FIRE?
•	 	Efficiency:	Modern	gas	fires	are	highly	
efficient,	converting	a	significant	portion	of	
the	gas	into	heat.

•  Convenience:	They	are	easy	to	operate,	
often	with	remote	controls	or	phone	apps.

•  Cleanliness:	Gas	fires	produce	minimal	ash	
and	do	not	require	wood	or	pellet	storage.

•	 	Aesthetics: These	fires	offer	a	realistic	
flame	appearance	and	sleek,	contemporary	
designs.

•	  Safety: Many	models	have	built-in	safety	
features	like	automatic	shut-off	in	case	of	
malfunction.

CAN I INSTALL A GAS FIRE MYSELF?
Installation	of	a	gas	fire	should	always	be	done	
by	a	qualified	professional.	They	will	ensure	that	
the	unit	is	safely	connected	to	the	gas	supply	
and	properly	vented,	adhering	to	local	building	
codes	and	safety	standards.

HOW DO I CONTROL HEAT OUTPUT?
Most	modern	gas	fires	come	with	built-in	
controls	like	thermostats	and	variable	flame	

settings.	You	can	adjust	these	settings	to	control	
the	heat	output	according	to	your	comfort	
level.	Programmable	remote	controls	are	
available	with	some	models.

CAN I RETROFIT AN EXISTING 
FIREPLACE WITH A GAS FIRE?
Yes,	many	modern	gas	fires	are	designed	to	
be	installed	into	existing	fireplaces,	allowing	
you	to	upgrade	the	look	and	efficiency	of	your	
traditional	fireplace.

ARE THERE ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONCERNS WITH GAS FIRES?
While	natural	gas	is	a	fossil	fuel,	many	modern	
gas	fires	are	designed	to	be	highly	efficient	and	
produce	fewer	emissions	compared	to	older	
models.	However,	their	environmental	impact	
can	still	depend	on	the	source	of	the	gas	and	
local	regulations.

ARE THERE GRANTS OR INCENTIVES 
FOR USING ECO-FRIENDLY GAS 
FIRES?
In	some	regions,	there	might	be	incentives	or	
grants	available	for	the	installation	of	energy-
efficient	gas	appliances.	Check	with	local	
authorities	or	energy	efficiency	programs	for	
more	information.

CAN I USE MY GAS FIRE DURING A 
POWER OUTAGE?
Most	modern	gas	fires	do	not	rely	on	
electricity	for	operation,	so	they	can	provide	
heat	during	a	power	outage,	making	them	a	
reliable	source	of	warmth	during	emergencies.

Modern	gas	fires	combine	functionality	and	
aesthetics,	offering	efficient	heating	and	
visually	appealing	flames.	Always	consult	the	
manufacturer’s instructions and adhere to 
local	regulations	for	safe	and	optimal	use.

ELECTRIC F IRES  FAQ 

WHAT IS AN ELECTRIC FIRE?
An	electric	fire	is	a	heating	appliance	that	uses	
electricity	to	generate	heat	and	produce	the	
visual	effect	of	flames.	These	appliances	are	
designed	to	provide	a	convenient	and	efficient	
heating	solution.

HOW DO ELECTRIC FIRES WORK?
Electric	fires	work	by	using	electricity	to	heat	
coils	or	elements,	which,	in	turn,	radiate	heat	
into	the	room.	They	also	feature	LED	lighting	
and	mirrors	to	create	the	illusion	of	flames,	
providing	both	warmth	and	an	attractive	visual	
ambiance.

HOW DO ELECTRIC FIRES COMPARE 
TO OTHER TYPES OF FIRES?
•	 	Compared to Bioethanol Fires:	Electric	
fires	are	generally	easier	to	operate	and	do	
not	require	the	handling	of	fuel.	However,	
bioethanol	fires	offer	real	flames,	while	
electric	fires	provide	simulated	flames	
through	LED	lighting.

•	 	Compared	to	Wood-Burning	Stoves:	Electric	
fires	are	more	straightforward	to	use,	as	
they	don’t	require	fuelling	or	chimney	
maintenance.	However,	wood-burning	
stoves	offer	a	more	authentic	and	robust	
heating	experience.

•	 	Compared to Gas Fires: Electric	fires	are	
typically	more	energy-efficient	than	gas	fires.	
While	gas	fires	offer	real	flames,	electric	
fires	often	provide	more	consistent	and	
controlled	visual	effects.

WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES OF 
USING AN ELECTRIC FIRE?
•	 	Efficiency:	Electric	fires	convert	a	high	
percentage	of	electricity	into	heat,	making	
them	efficient.

•	 	Convenience: They	are	easy	to	operate	
with	remote	controls	or	built-in	
thermostats.

•	 	Safety:	Electric	fires	do	not	produce	harmful	
emissions	or	require	venting,	making	them	
safe	for	indoor	use.

•	 	Low Maintenance:	They	don’t	produce	
ash	or	require	fuel	storage,	reducing	
maintenance	efforts.

•	 	Portability:	Many	electric	fires	are	portable	
and	can	be	moved	to	different	rooms.

ARE ELECTRIC FIRES SAFE TO USE 
INDOORS?
Yes,	electric	fires	are	safe	for	indoor	use.	They	
do	not	emit	harmful	gases	or	produce	open	
flames,	making	them	suitable	for	bedrooms,	
living	rooms,	and	other	indoor	spaces.

DO ELECTRIC FIRES REQUIRE 
SPECIAL INSTALLATION OR 
VENTING?
No,	electric	fires	do	not	require	special	
installation	or	venting.	You	only	need	a	standard	
electrical	outlet	to	plug	them	in.	This	makes	
them	a	versatile	and	hassle-free	heating	option.

CAN I ADJUST THE HEAT OUTPUT 
AND FLAME INTENSITY OF AN 
ELECTRIC FIRE?
Most	electric	fires	come	with	adjustable	heat	
settings	and	flame	intensity	controls,	allowing	
you	to	customize	the	ambiance	and	warmth	to	
your	preference.

DO ELECTRIC FIRES CONSUME A 
LOT OF ELECTRICITY?
Electric	fires	are	relatively	energy-efficient,	
as	they	convert	a	high	percentage	of	the	
electricity	into	heat.	However,	the	energy	
consumption	depends	on	the	heat	output	and	
the	duration	of	use.

CAN I INSTALL AN ELECTRIC FIRE IN 
AN EXISTING FIREPLACE?
Yes,	many	electric	fires	are	designed	to	be	
inserted	into	existing	fireplaces,	allowing	you	
to	upgrade	the	appearance	and	functionality	of	
your	traditional	fireplace.

Electric	fires	offer	ease	of	use,	efficiency,	and	
versatility,	making	them	a	popular	choice	for	
modern	heating	and	ambiance.	Always	consult	
the manufacturer’s instructions and adhere to 
local	regulations	for	safe	and	optimal	use.
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GREEN CREDENTIALS  OF DIFFERENT F IRE  TYPES
Using	your	fire	correctly	can	align	with	environmentally	friendly	practices.	Here	are	some	considerations:

BIOETHANOL 
FIRES

Renewable Energy Source Bioethanol	is	derived	from	plant	materials,	making	it	a	renewable	and	sustainable	
fuel	source.	It’s	produced	from	crops	like	corn,	sugar-cane,	and	even	agricultural	
waste.

Low Emissions Bioethanol	fires	produce	fewer	emissions	compared	to	traditional	fossil	fuel	
options.	They	emit	minimal	amounts	of	carbon	dioxide	(CO2)	and	other	pollutants	
when	burned,	which	helps	reduce	the	overall	carbon	footprint.

Carbon Neutral The	CO2	released	during	combustion	is	approximately	equal	to	the	CO2	
absorbed	by	the	plants	during	their	growth.	This	creates	a	balanced	carbon	cycle,	
making	bioethanol	fires	relatively	carbon	neutral.

No	Smoke	or	Ash Bioethanol	fires	don’t	produce	smoke,	ash,	or	soot,	which	reduces	indoor	and	
outdoor	air	pollution

No Need for Chimney Since	bioethanol	fires	don’t	emit	harmful	fumes,	they	often	don’t	require	a	
chimney	or	flue,	making	them	suitable	for	spaces	where	traditional	venting	is	
challenging.

To maintain these green credentials:

Use Quality Fuel Opt	for	high-quality,	pure	bioethanol	fuel	to	ensure	clean	combustion.

Ventilation Although	they	produce	fewer	emissions,	it’s	still	a	good	idea	to	ensure	proper	
ventilation	in	the	room	to	maintain	air	quality.

Efficient	Usage Use	the	fire	judiciously	to	maximize	its	efficiency	and	minimize	fuel	consumption.

Regular Maintenance Keep	the	bioethanol	fire	unit	clean	and	well-maintained	for	optimal	performance.

Responsible Sourcing Look	for	bioethanol	suppliers	that	prioritize	sustainable	and	ethical	practices	in	
their	production.

It’s	important	to	note	that	while	bioethanol	fires	offer	environmentally	friendly	attributes,	the	overall	sustainability	of	
bioethanol	production	depends	on	factors	such	as	land	use,	energy	inputs,	and	farming	practices.	Therefore,	choosing	
bioethanol	from	sustainable	sources	is	crucial	for	maximizing	its	positive	impact	on	the	environment.

GAS FIRES Lower Emissions Modern	gas	fires	are	designed	for	efficient	combustion,	producing	fewer	emissions	
compared	to	older	models.	They	emit	less	carbon	dioxide	(CO2),	nitrogen	oxides	
(NOx),	and	particulate	matter,	contributing	to	improved	indoor	and	outdoor	air	
quality.

Energy	Efficiency Gas	fires	offer	high	energy	efficiency	with	minimal	waste.	They	convert	a	
significant	portion	of	the	energy	in	the	gas	to	usable	heat,	reducing	overall	energy	
consumption.

Reduced Carbon Footprint Natural	gas,	the	most	common	gas	source	for	fireplaces,	produces	fewer	CO2	
emissions	than	many	other	fossil	fuels.	However,	it’s	important	to	consider	the	
greenhouse	gas	emissions	associated	with	gas	extraction,	transportation,	and	leakage.

Convenience Gas	fires	provide	instant	heat	and	are	easy	to	control,	allowing	users	to	warm	up	a	
room	quickly	and	efficiently.

To maintain these green credentials:

Choose	High-Efficiency	Models Opt	for	gas	fires	with	high	efficiency	ratings	to	minimize	energy	waste.

Regular Maintenance Keep	the	gas	fire	unit	well-maintained	to	ensure	it	operates	at	peak	efficiency.

Consider Renewable Gas Some	areas	offer	renewable	natural	gas	(RNG)	produced	from	organic	waste.	
Choosing	RNG	can	further	reduce	the	carbon	footprint	associated	with	using	
natural	gas.

Carbon Offsetting If	possible,	consider	carbon	offset	programs	to	counterbalance	the	emissions	
produced	by	using	natural	gas.

Monitor Gas Usage Be	mindful	of	gas	consumption	and	usage	patterns	to	avoid	unnecessary	waste.

However,	it’s	important	to	note	that	while	gas	fires	have	certain	green	attributes,	their	environmental	impact	still	
depends	on	the	source	of	the	gas,	the	extraction	methods,	and	the	energy	required	for	production	and	distribution.	
As	renewable	energy	sources	become	more	widespread,	considering	alternative	heating	methods	such	as	electric	or	
bioethanol	fires	might	offer	even	more	environmentally	friendly	options.
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GREEN CREDENTIALS  OF DIFFERENT F IRE  TYPES
Using	your	fire	correctly	can	align	with	environmentally	friendly	practices.	Here	are	some	considerations:

ELECTRIC FIRES Energy	Efficiency Electric	fires	are	generally	energy-efficient	because	they	convert	most	of	the	
electricity	they	use	into	heat.	Unlike	gas	or	wood-burning	options,	there’s	minimal	
energy	loss	during	combustion.

No Emissions Electric	fires	don’t	produce	emissions	or	pollutants	during	operation,	making	them	
a	clean	heating	option.	They	don’t	contribute	to	air	pollution.

Renewable Energy If	your	electricity	comes	from	renewable	sources	like	solar	or	wind,	using	an	electric	
fire	can	have			a	smaller	carbon	footprint	compared	to	fossil	fuel-based	options.

Localized Heating Electric	fires	allow	you	to	heat	specific	areas	without	the	need	to	warm	up	an	
entire	house,	potentially	saving	energy.

Safe Operation Electric	fires	don’t	involve	real	flames,	reducing	fire	hazards	and	the	need	for	
ventilation.

To maintain these green credentials:

Use Renewable Energy If	possible,	power	your	electric	fire	with	renewable	energy	sources	to	minimize	
carbon	emissions.

Energy	Efficiency Opt	for	models	with	energy-saving	features	like	adjustable	thermostats	and	timers.

Regular Maintenance Keep	the	electric	fire	unit	clean	and	well-maintained	for	efficient	operation.

Turn Off When Not in Use Remember	to	turn	off	the	electric	fire	when	it’s	not	needed	to	conserve	energy.

While	electric	fires	offer	green	benefits,	their	environmental	impact	can	still	vary	based	on	the	energy	mix	of	your	region	
and	the	energy	efficiency	of	the	appliance.	If	your	electricity	comes	from	fossil	fuels,	the	environmental	advantage	may	
be	diminished.	As	the	world	transitions	to	more	renewable	energy	sources,	using	electric	appliances	like	electric	fires	can	
become	an	even	greener	choice.

WOOD-
BURNING 
STOVES

Renewable Fuel Source Wood	is	a	renewable	resource,	as	long	as	it’s	harvested	sustainably.	Responsible	
sourcing	of	firewood	ensures	that	trees	are	replanted,	maintaining	the	forest	
ecosystem.

Carbon Neutrality When	wood	burns,	it	releases	carbon	dioxide	(CO2),	but	the	CO2	released	is	
roughly	equal	to	the	amount	the	tree	absorbed	during	its	growth.	This	creates	
a	carbon-neutral	cycle,	unlike	fossil	fuels	which	introduce	new	carbon	into	the	
atmosphere.

Lower Emissions Modern	wood-burning	stoves	are	designed	to	burn	efficiently,	producing	fewer	
emissions	compared	to	older	models.	Efficient	combustion	reduces	air	pollutants	
and	particulate	matter	that	contribute	to	air	quality	problems.

Local Energy Source Using	a	wood-burning	stove	reduces	reliance	on	fossil	fuels	for	heating.	Local	
firewood	can	be	sourced,	reducing	transportation	emissions	associated	with	
delivering	other	forms	of	energy.

Energy Independence Wood-burning	stoves	provide	a	heating	option	during	power	outages,	enhancing	
energy	resilience.

To maintain these green credentials:

Use Dry Wood Burn	only	well-seasoned	firewood	with	low	moisture	content	to	ensure	efficient	
and	clean	combustion.

Regular Maintenance Keep	your	stove	and	chimney	clean	to	optimize	combustion	efficiency	and	
minimize	emissions.

Proper Sizing Choose	a	stove	size	appropriate	for	your	space.	An	oversized	stove	may	lead	to	
incomplete	combustion	and	higher	emissions.

Efficient	Operation Use	the	stove	efficiently	by	controlling	airflow	and	burn	rate	to	maximize	heat	
output	and	minimize	waste.

Local Regulations Follow	local	regulations	regarding	wood-burning	appliances,	as	some	areas	have	
restrictions	to	mitigate	air	pollution.

Ultimately,	while	wood-burning	stoves	offer	green	benefits,	they	must	be	used	responsibly	and	thoughtfully	to	ensure	
their	environmental	advantages	are	realized.


