
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 

2016 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
Desert Lake Property Owners Association 
July 23, 2016 
 
44 attendees present 
 
Executive in attendance – Rik Saaltink, John Bonner, Alan Revill, Kate Laird, Donna Marie 
Bowers, Bryan Bowers, Mary Lapeer 
 
Regrets- Cindy Berry 
 
Meeting called to order 10:32 
 
Approval of the agenda-motion by Aubry Groll seconded by Peter Hodson carried 
 
Welcome – Rik noted that we were starting a new tradition, holding the meeting on a 
Saturday and not on the August long weekend. 
He thanked Mr. Canvin for the use of his property and for providing a barbecue. Hot dogs 
along with a potluck lunch would be served after the meeting. 
He introduced the guest speaker Rob McCrae of the Cataraqui Conservation Authority, Jeff 
Peck, former President of the Sydenham Lake Association Councillors, Alan Revill, Ross 
Sutherland and John McDougall and Township Mayor Ron Vandewal. 
 
Motion to accept minutes of 2015 AGM – motion by Howard Wintle, seconded by Brenda 
Saaltink carried 
 
Auditors Report 
Mary Lapeer reported that the treasurers' report had been reviewed and moved that it be 
approved, seconded by Lucille Groll carried 
 
Treasures Report 
John Bonner reported we have 45 paid up member 
Total assets rose from $45,169.42 in 2015 to 45,811.23 in 2016. 
Environmental fund rose from $32,656.27 in 2015 to 32,921.38 in 2016. 



Expenses were down due to the fact we cancelled our Post Office box because it was not 
being used at a savings of $169.50 and Wood Gundy waived their $250.00 fee. One new 
expense, the Executive decided to join FOCA at a cost of $248.50, 
 
Motion by John Bonner to accept the Treasurers report, seconded by John Sherbino carried 
 
Lake Monitoring 
John Sherbino gave a demonstration on how to take a water sample. He has been doing this 
for years and would like some help or for someone to take  over. Samples should be 
collected ideally 2x a month and sent to our Lake Partners. He noted that our lake is in 
exceptionally good shape with an average of 24 inch clarity. 
Rik emphasized how important it is to take these samples so that we know when there are 
changes in water quality. 
 
Presidents Report 
Rik Saaltink reported that along with Peter Hodson and Emily Corbett, a Masters student at 
Queens, the entire shoreline of Desert Lake was inspected. The data collected will be 
compared to a similar survey done 20 years ago. 
Rik reported an Executive meeting was held on November 8, 2015 and Aubry Groll retired as 
a Director. Three new directors were appointed at this time – Cindy Berry, Bryan Bowers and 
Donna Marie Bowers. 
Rik announced that the Executive had decided to join FOCA (Federation of Ontario 
Cottagers Association). Members of the Association can access the information they provide 
by logging onto their website. 
Rik noted that Mary Lapeer has also retired, and we are in need of new volunteers to serve as 
Directors. To function there must be a minimum of six and a maximum of eight directors. 
Since there were no nominations from the floor, Rik explained appointments can be made by 
the executive, however he is hopeful that some members may later decide to volunteer.  
Directors serve for a term of two years. 
Rik moved to accept the Presidents Report, seconded by Angus Ross carried 
 
New Business 
Elaine Harvey inquired whether there has been any news on the campsites, trailers and decks 
at the resort. Rik noted that John Bonner had raised the issue of decks on the south side of 
the road. Ross Sutherland informed the members that he had made the planner aware that 
John had been waiting for a response for more than six weeks . The Mayor said they were 
aware of the issues at the resort and that there may be more trailers than permitted, but no 
one said what they were going to do about it. 
Upcoming changes to the causeway were discussed as well as concerns about increased 
traffic on the causeway, the increased risk of injuries to beach users, and the issue of 
Township liability since the causeway is owned by the Township. 
Andy Bryson suggested there should be more stringent regulations on boats that enter our 
lake, especially as it relates to zebra mussels. Desert Lake is one of the few lakes in the area 
that is free of zebra mussels. 
Ron Vandewal noted that there is a meeting August 25 for Lake Associations to discuss topics 
of concerns with the Township. It would help if their concerns were delivered in writing, to the 



Township office prior to the meeting. 
Rik Saaltink suggested joining Love Your Lake Watershed Canada. They will do inspection 
work on how to naturalize shoreline and property owners would have access to the results. 
The suggestions are voluntary, and the program is free. 
 
Presentation 
Rob McRae of the Cataraqui Conservation Authority gave the membership a very informative 
and interesting presentation. The Cataraqui Conservation Authority was founded in the 1960s 
and has a mandate to 
1. protect the area from hazards such as flooding and erosion 
 2.protect the natural heritage such as woodlands and habitat 
3.protect water resources. 
He emphasizes the importance of the “Ribbon of Life” around our lake. 
He was thanked by Rik and presented with a gift. 
 
Two speakers, Jeff Peck and Alan Revill spoke about an amendment to an existing bylaw 
passed by Township involving cottages that were built before the 30 meter setback came into 
effect. Jeff represents about 200 cottagers from various lakes who feel that the Township has 
overstepped its' authority in passing this bylaw. They hope to raise funds to take the 
Township to the OMB if the issue cannot be resolved. Alan Revill represented the Townships' 
point of view, stating that the amendment to the bylaw is merely a housekeeping matter. 
 
There was a motion to adjourn at 12:07 made by John Bonner and seconded by Brenda 
Saaltink. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Mary Lapeer 
 


