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WELCOME!

Welcome to The Whale Museum! This self-guided virtual tour will
take you through the museum, highlighting some of the most
exciting and interesting exhibits in our Gallery of Whales. The
numbers and text you see on each slide correspond to entries in our
exploration guide we offer to visitors. So, take a virtual “walk”
through the museum. We look forward to showing you around in
person sometime soon!



RECENT SIGHTINGS

This map depicts the area surrounding the
islands, collectively known as the Salish
Sea. We use it to mark recent sightings of
marine mammals. Notice the dotted blue
line in the center - that is the border
between the U.S and Canada, a big barrier
for humans, but not for the animals! This
makes a partnership between our two
countries very important for the health of
the ecosystem.



SOOKE (L-112)

Meet Sooke, a three-year-old orca
from L Pod. Orcas’ life cycles are
similar to ours, and females can live
well into their 80s and 90s. Sooke
would have been just out of her
infancy when she died. The Whale
Museum was honored to receive her
skeleton for this exhibit.

She is a reminder that all of nature is
interrelated in complicated ways and
we should do a better job of
anticipating and mitigating our
impacts.



STEWARDSHIP WALL

One of the museum’s goals is to promote
the recovery of the Southern Residents, an
endangered population of orcas. Orcas live
all over the world, but they are divided
into ecotypes, or separate groups, which
do not have the same diet or interbreed,
even if they live in the same area.
“Resident” refers to the type of orca that

eats fish.



STEWARDSHIP WALL (CON.)

Speaking of orcas, did you know The
Whale Museum was involved in the
efforts to rescue Springer, a Northern
Resident Orca? Stop here to watch a short
(5min) video about Springer’s inspiring

story.



GRAY WHALES AND BALEEN

The skull below you is from a one-year-old
male gray whale fondly nicknamed “Stinky
Bill.” He is the star of a popular program in
which students articulate his bones and
discover his cause of death. Gray whales
are baleen whales. Although baleen is all
made from the same material, keratin, and
has similar functions, it can vary wildly in
appearance from species to species. Look
closely at the baleen on exhibit. What
purpose might the differences between
them serve?



FABRIC OF THE SALISH SEA

Whales are one part of a much larger
ecosystem that is interconnected and
woven together. Each part behaves a
little differently, but depends on all
the other parts. Whales are especially
susceptible to changes because they
are at the top of the food chain and
rely on precise balances and
relationships for them to have enough
to eat. On which parts of the
environment do we rely as humans?



MARINE DEBRIS AND POLLUTION

This trash is a reminder to us that the
Salish Sea is not as pristine as it may
appear on the surface and that everything
we do affects the marine environment. Do
you know where your trash goes? Make a
goal to find out when you get home.



WATCHING WHALES IN THE WILD

Whale watching is an incredible
experience, and we encourage you
to try to see whales. Be Whale Wise
by making informed and
responsible choices. Please do your
part to help them recover and
thrive.



WELCOME TO THE SALISH SEA

The Salish Sea is the official name
encompassing all of the inland waters of
Washington and British Columbia. It was
named to honor the Coast Salish, a group
of linguistically related native peoples
who were the original inhabitants of the

area.



WHAT IS A WHALE?

Often, we use the word “whale”
interchangeably with “cetacean,” which is a
suborder of animals that includes whales,
dolphins, and porpoises. These three
groups of animals are closely related and
share a history of going from land mammal
to fully aquatic.



TEETH AND BALEEN

The biggest difference between
baleen and toothed whales is how
they eat. Scientists think that
originally all whales had teeth and
that baleen slowly developed to take
advantage of the swarms of plankton
filling the ocean. Developing baleen
whales initially form tooth buds which
disappear and baleen grows instead.



INTELLIGENCE

How do you measure intelligence,
especially when it developed
separately from your own and is
therefore fundamentally different?
Scientists have been wrestling with
that question for years. Some
methods they use include the relative
size of the brain and the presence of
certain structures and functions.



SKELETAL SIMILARITIES

Whales are mammals, just like us, and
our bodies have a lot in common.
What might our shared characteristics
say about how we live our lives?



GRAY WHALES

This exhibit is made entirely
of recycled furniture.
Creativity is needed for us to
better care for the
environment, and it also
provides ways for laypeople to
assist scientists in the
protection of the planet, like
the poem featured in this
exhibit.



LIME KILN POINT STATE PARK

Located on the west side of San Juan
Island, about a 20 minute drive from
Friday Harbor, Lime Kiln Point State
Park is one of the best places in the
world to see whales from shore. The
replica of the lighthouse at the park,
to your right, is the next stop on your
tour.



WHALE RESEARCH

For a long time the only way whales were
studied was by performing necropsies
after they died. Scientists only started
studying their behavior relatively
recently. Studying live whale behavior is
challenging and requires new methods
and technologies, but without it many
defining characteristics about whales
would be unknown, like the social nature
of many cetaceans.



PINNIPEDS

“Pinniped” is the name for the group of
animals that includes seals, sea lions, and
walruses. The Salish Sea has healthy
populations of seals and sea lions. One way
to tell the difference between seals and sea
lions is that seals move like caterpillars on
land, but sea lions can rotate their back
flippers forward and walk.



MINKES AND HUMPBACKS

Minkes and humpbacks are examples of
small and mid-sized baleen whales,
respectively. The skeleton and model on
display are only calves!



HARBOR AND DALL’S PORPOISES

Fully grown, these frequently-seen
animals are still only about the size of an
orca calf. Since they are both common
and near the top of the food chain, their
health can tell us a lot about the health of

the region.



DOLPHINS VS. PORPOISES

Dolphins and porpoises look very similar,
which may raise questions about how
scientists put animals into different groups.
Scientists use physical characteristics, like
the shape of teeth, to separate animal
groups, but they also use ancestry. Some
characteristics may develop independently
and animals end up looking similar even

though they are not closely related.



ORCAS OR KILLER WHALES

This is the skeleton of Moclips (L-8), an
adult male from the Southern Resident
Community of orcas. Compare his size
to the gray whale yearling hanging next
to him. This is a good illustration of the
dramatic size difference between
baleen and toothed whales.



TAKU (K-1)

Thanks to researchers learning to
individually identify orcas on sight, tracking
methods like those used in the story of
Taku are no longer necessary. Researchers
use saddle patches and fin markings to
identify specific killer whales. The saddle
patch is the light marking just behind the
dorsal fin, and it is unique on both sides of
every whale, like a fingerprint.



GENEALOGY

This board is constantly updated as whales
are born and die. This family tree not only
shows relationships between whales, but
also the different patterns in which the
whales travel, since Resident orcas stay
with their mothers their whole lives. We
know a whale has died if we do not see it
with its family anymore.



GENEALOGY (CON.)

This board is constantly updated as whales
are born and die. This family tree not only
shows relationships between whales, but
also the different patterns in which the
whales travel, since Resident orcas stay
with their mothers their whole lives. We
know a whale has died if we do not see it
with its family anymore.



HUMAN RELATIONSHIP

Whales evoke a variety of emotions in
people and have done so for
centuries. How humans feel about
whales often informs how we treat
them, but we don’t know how whales
feel about us. What do you think
whales would say to us if they had the

chance?



SALMON

Did you know that even trees need
salmon? Many animals throughout the
food chain, including fish, mammals, and
birds, all rely on salmon as part of their
diet, and trees are made stronger by the
nutrients from their decomposing bodies.
A healthy salmon population is essential
for a healthy ecosystem.



SONIC SEA

Sonic Sea is an awarding winning
documentary about the dangers of
man-made ocean noise on the health
of our planet’s marine life. This 20-min
short cut of the film will introduce you
to some of the factors that affect the
creatures not only here in the Salish

Sea, but oceans the world over.



ENDANGERED ORCAS

Orcas are at the top of the food chain.
This means that they are a good
indicator of the health of the region,
since they rely on the proper
functioning of many creatures lower
than them. By this indicator, our
region is struggling. Any extinction of
a species is an enormous loss to our

planet.



The Whale Museum, located
in beautiful Friday Harbor,
Washington, opened to the
public in 1979 as
the first museum in the
country devoted to a species
living in the wild. Today, our
museum continues to promote
stewardship of whales and the
Salish Sea ecosystem through
education and research. You
can help support the Southern
Resident orcas by making a
donation, adopting an orca,
or becoming a member of The
Whale Museum.

Thank you! We hope you enjoyed your 
virtual tour of our museum.

Special Thanks to FIRST TECH CREDIT UNION, 
our 2020 Exhibit Hall Sponsor!

https://whalemuseum.org/products/make-a-donation
https://whalemuseum.org/collections/adopt-an-orca
https://whalemuseum.org/collections/become-a-member

