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AGM Reports  2020        Laurie Weir  
 
1.  PRESIDENT’S REPORT                                                                                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 



 

 AGM March 20, 2021                         Page 5 

 2. TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  BUILDING AND RENOVATIONS  REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. MARKETING/PUBLICITY REPORT 
 
During 2020, our advertising expenditures were low.  We purchased an ad in the District of Summerland’s 
summer issue of the Parks and Recreation Guide for $65.89 and in the Summerland Review’s Christmas edi-
tion, where we promoted Light up the Arts. ($164.51) and a spot in Island Arts Magazine, a province-wide 
magazine. ($41.00). Total expenditures for 2020 were $271.40. We budgeted $3000 for 2020 and have a 
balance of $2728.60 remaining. It was decided that because upcoming renovations will close the arts centre 
for several months, to not purchase our ad in the 2021 Visitors Guide, or the spring issue of the Parks and 
Recreation Guide. We utilized social media and our website to advise the community of arts related news 
and events. 
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5. WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. WORKSHOP REPORT—2020 
The Summerland Arts Council hosted the following workshops during 2020 during the small window of 
time after some events were permitted and prior to the mandated cancellation of all gatherings and 
events: 
October 8th - Sip’n’Create with Greta Loeppky 
October 22nd - Tips and Tricks to Self-Publishing with Glen Witter 
  
After expenses, we generated $58.33 in revenue for these workshops. As per provincial guidelines, all par-
ticipants were safely distanced, sanitizer was available and masks were worn. 
 
Cancelled Workshops: 
Spring Break Music Camp 
Pro D Day Camps 
Guided Autobiography and Story Catcher 
Song Catching with Yanti 
Made in Italy 
Pavarpol Creations 
Mini Masterpieces  
 
We have several new workshops that will go ahead once 
restrictions are lifted: 
Art Therapy 
Bird Art Painting 
Photography 
Comic Book Making 
Still Life in Primary Colours 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by Sonja Waller 
Administrator 
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7. CULTURE DAYS REPORT 
 
The Summerland Community Arts Council had a idea for      Culture 
Days called “The Open Door Project,” which is a        celebration of 
diversity in our community. During this period, public health orders 
allowed for small, safely distanced        participants to join in for 
workshops, but the recommendations changed and unfortunately, 
the project was not able to go ahead due to Covid-19 concerns.  
 
 
 
 

8. MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
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9. SUMMER ARTS PROGRAM REPORT 
 
Classes for this very popular summer series of workshops geared toward kids aged 4 -14 were scheduled and 
instructors had been contracted, however due to the pandemic, we sadly had to cancel the series. 
Cheryl Mitten was instrumental in organizing the SAP and we are very grateful for her hard work. 
 
10. FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE REPORT 
 
Our popular and well attended Friday Night Live concerts were scheduled, but unfortunately also had to be 
cancelled due to Covid-19 pandemic restrictions.  
 
11. FUNDRAISING REPORT 
 
A Comedy Fundraiser was scheduled for Friday, March 27th featuring performances by three award winning 
comics and ticket sales were well on their way to selling out, when we received word that all events had to be 
cancelled under provincial health guidelines.  We thank our event sponsor PetBarn and our refreshment spon-
sor Saxon Estate Winery for their generosity. This event will be rescheduled for a future date, when  re-
strictions are lifted. 
 
12. BANNER PROGRAM REPORT 
 
The Summerland Community Arts Council entered into an agreement with the District of Summerland in 2019 
to produce banners for the community on an annual basis for a five year term, but unfortunately, due to the 
COVID pandemic, the banners were not produced in 2020.  
 
13. LIBRARY REPORT 
 
The library is in storage at this time, as we are awaiting renovations to begin.  Upon completion, the art    li-
brary will be structured to accommodate our new space. 
 
14. MEMBER GROUPS 
 
We have six member groups who rent the Arts Centre on a regular basis: TAFA, Okanagan Quilt Guild, Pleas-
ure Painters, Summerland Stitchers, Summerland Rug Artists and Fiddlesticks Knitting Group. These groups 
were meeting at the Arts Centre, starting in January, 2020, after the Christmas break, but had to stop their 
weekly sessions, due to Covid and the new provincial guidelines announced in March, 2020. When permitted, 
the groups were allowed to resume their meetings with strict measures regarding masks and social distancing 
enforced.  However, once group meetings were once again restricted in November 2020, they were cancelled 
for the foreseeable future. The Philosopher’s Café had two events scheduled and went ahead with them on 
January 23rd and February 20h, but their planned April 23rd event was cancelled as were any future dates 
until further notice. 
 
15. MUSIC IN THE PARK 
 
Provincial Covid restrictions banned the gathering of more than fifty people, and because this would be       
impossible to enforce in a public park, the concerts were cancelled for 2020. 
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16. GIFT GALLERY REPORT 2020 
   
Gift Gallery sales for 2020 were decent, taking into consideration the closure in March and the resulting 
imposition of new rules and guidelines for entry into the arts centre.  We report $4064.39 in sales, with 
associated expenses of $1750.15. 
 
This figure does not include Light up the Arts revenue, which totaled $9533.28. After expenses, which 
include artists’ payments, the total revenue was $1764.42. 
 
 
  
 

 
 



 

 
17. 2020 LIGHT UP THE ARTS REPORT 
 
In the midst all the Covid related stops and starts, and the uncertainties of the year, the end results of 
the “Upside Down Christmas” sale were a great success, as you can see by the attached financial re-
port.  We did almost $10,000 in sales, including the sold out Raffle Tickets (which had a new twist on priz-
es thanks to Susan Scott, who canvassed local businesses for 4 wonderful donations).  This result, off 
Main Street, surprised us all, with almost a 30% increase over 2019.  We had about 8 more business 
days, being open on Mondays this year (on Main Street we were closed Mondays), and including a few 
sales days before and after our official opening days where walk-in traffic was allowed to purchase. 
 
We had fewer artists (32 plus the Potters Guild, the Museum, and the KVR) and lower expenses, being in 
our usual location, and lower volunteer hours (approximately 250 and counting) as we reduced the num-
ber of extra people in the building and only had one sitter, and for one week Sonja did double duty. We 
also did no outside decorating (with the exception of door displays by Sophia Zang), and focused our 
efforts inside, which was done beautifully and so appropriately by Marcia Stacy, Bonnay Howard, new 
volunteers Rebecca Marquardt (who will continue helping with the regular gift shop) and Vivian 
Beattie.  Big thanks to those gals who stepped in and made it all happen!  Many of our usual volunteers 
were unwilling to expose themselves to risk by helping with inventory, intake and sitting, as well as deco-
rating this year, so it was great to have some new people step up.  Hopefully, we can tap into our regu-
lars again by next Christmas. And new blood is always welcome! 
 
For the first year we set up an online shop, mostly by necessity, and far too quickly, in the event of hav-
ing to close due to Covid, so it was a bit of a scramble, but we did have some sales and got some aware-
ness of that outlet.  Because the online system doesn’t communicate with the regular POS system there 
are many extra steps that are necessary for Sonja.  This is something that should be addressed if we want 
to continue with a larger on-line presence in future. With the gift shop in operation, it 
makes sense to invest in efficiencies here. 
Laurie Weir did some promotional boosts of the sale and the online store on Facebook, 
which was great.  The Potter’s Guild also did some promotion online which was very wel-
come—they are great partners and with their large membership we get more widespread 
word of mouth.  This was the first year the KVR and the Museum were participants, and it 
would be good to talk to them about increasing the online promotion and getting some of our artist and 
SCAC inventory into their stores as a quid pro quo.  Good synergy there!  The Thrift Store also donated 
some of the Christmas trees and decorations for our display and deserve a thanks. 
We paid for ads in the Review and did some on-line free event postings, and many people, especially 
Sonja, Laurie, and various artists, posted photos and promotional pitches on social media. 
 

This year, to reduce person to person contact, we did more electronic submission and entry of items (this 
was only the 2nd year with our POS system), and we didn’t require gift shop artists to come and take all 
their inventory away, only to return again with their LTA items.  We also had to schedule times for artists 
to bring in their inventory to maintain social distancing and the number of people in the building.  At the 
end of the sale, we did the same for items to be removed, while leaving some for the gift shop.  
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17. LIGHT UP THE ARTS 2020 REPORT (CONT’D) 
 
Tracking of sales and inventory is much easier with a computerized inventory system, and we are working to 
be more streamlined and efficient in this area, still.  Again, the on-line shop throws a bit of a curve here. 
This year the top spot was taken by Nancy Dearborn, a glass artist from West Kelowna, closely followed by 
the usual top two--Potters Guild, John Topham’s wood work, and then wool and fabric artists, our own SCAC 
items (great, 100% profit, no commission!), and assorted potters.  We limited the hanging work, due to lack 
of space and generally not great sales , to two large or 4 small works per person.  As usual a lot of work did-
n’t sell. 
 
My biggest recommendation is that we open the sale earlier than Light Up night.  Waiting until the end of 
November to open and sell reduces the opportunity to market to early Christmas shoppers.  With coordina-
tion between the Gallery Committee, the Gift Shop I recommend that we try to open LTA by mid-November, 
to capture extra sales.  Depending on where we are with renovations, and gallery shows, and where we de-
cide to hold LTA 2021 (i.e., on Main Street again, or downstairs, or ?) this option should be thoroughly ex-
plored. 
Social media posts and promotional activities need to be expanded.  We still have people who are not aware 
we exist and reaching out everywhere we will increase the awareness of our presence. A capable volunteer 
in this area would be very useful. 
Continuing with the on-line store, while coordinating the POS system with it, would be very desirable. I 
would also recommend getting a better input structure and more people trained to post the items and 
getting the artists to continue to submit photos and descriptions to reduce Sonja and Laurie’s workloads. 
We need to continue to refine our procedures with on-line applications and entry, and get more volunteers 
trained in this area, to reduce Sonja’s workload. Many thanks are due to her for backstopping everything 
that goes on in the building, with this critical sale particularly. 
It was an unusual year, and hopefully in 2021 we can build on the successes, while not having quite so many 
surprises. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Respectfully submitted. 
Elaine Watts 
LTA Chair, 2020 
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18. 2020 ARTS PALETTE REPORT 

 
 

Arts Palette—ePalette 
 
The weekly arts Palette newsletter email is sent out Sunday evenings at 7:00 pm using a program called 
Mailchimp. 
 
The number of recipients fluctuates over the year as people unsubscribe or are added. Between 90-100 
people open this weekly newsletter. With many art galleries, museums etc. closing their doors or limiting 
their physical access due to the COVID pandemic, there have been less gallery openings and other live 
events  (i.e. plays, concerts) to include in the weekly Arts Palette. However, I have been able to include 
information on virtual events or links to art galleries and museums that have digitized their collections. 
Many of these galleries, museums, film festivals or articles are from places far away. In one sense, Arts 
Palette has gone global. 
 
One of Mailchimp’s benefits is that it lets me see how many times people open the email as they check for 
different events. Mailchimp also indicates how many people click on the various links found in the Arts 
Palette. 
 
When the Arts Palette is sent out, it is automatically posted on Twitter from @summerlandarts. When this 
happens, the image used is always something being hosted by the Summerland Community Arts Council. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
David Finnis 
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19. 2020 ART GALLERY REPORT 
 
The 2020 Gallery season was one of ups and downs as our community dealt with the pandemic. 
The year started out with the bright and uplifting show, "THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS: THE WORLD 
AS I SEE IT”, which ran from February 6 to March 21, and featured the colourful glass works of Nancy 
Dearborn. The opening reception had to be cancelled due to bad weather and was rescheduled to the afternoon 
of THE SCAC’S AGM. 
 
Then Covid-19 hit and Art Centre activities were curtailed resulting in the cancellation of the next two scheduled 
shows. Both Pauline Hurley and Marlene Lowden graciously accepted the cancellations and agreed to 
have their shows rescheduled to run during the 2021 season. 
 
Once the summer came and Covid procedures were set we were able to mount the remaining shows of the 
season. We reconfigured the gallery, creating proper spacing and a one-way traffic pattern. 
We reopened the gallery on July 2 with the work of Lois Yeast. Her show, “A MARK A DAY”, featured a wide 
variety of work and her many sketchbooks full of wonderful images, techniques and jumping -off points for 
much of her work were a real feature of this show. The reception was held on the Thursday evening with         
limited attendance and no wine service. 
 
August 18 saw the opening of “CALL AND RESPONSE”, a tie-in show with the Ryga Festival. The opening 
reception was held with limited attendance but with the updated Covid requirements wine service was          
available. 
 
The final show of the year was ‘EXPLORING FUSIONS IN WAX”, a display from Canwax West, a group of 
encaustic artists. The works were created with pigments in a wax and ranged from 3 D works to large and               
Small encaustic paintings. The show was a bright spot in an unsettling time with a small but enthusiastic group 
attending the opening reception. 
 
During the shortened 2020 gallery season, $ 3378.00 of work was purchased and with sales commissions, 
Wine donations and expenses for the production of the shows considered, the gallery ended the year with a  
slight profit off $623.38. 
 
The Permanent Collection received a generous donation from Peter Hay and Dorothea Atwater again this year 
and two new pieces were added to the collection. Thanks goes to these two who have allowed the committee  
To conserve and expand the collection. A collograph print, “Moonlit Forest”, by Elaine Watts and “Working  
Girls: The Barristers, The Brokers and The Saltspring Girls”, a three panel painting by Marcia Stacy, were pur-
chased. In addition, Marcia donated a handcrafted art doll which included the doll’s entertaining life story. 
A number of pieces were re-evaluated and determined to fall outside the criteria as stated in the Permanent    
Collection policies and procedures and were removed from the collection. These will either be sold with the 
Policies and procedures and were removed from the collection. These will either be sold with the funds being 
put into the collection’s reserve fund or returned to the donor. 
Many thanks go to the hard-working committee members, Peter Hay, Dianne Hildebrandt, Thelda McIlwaine 
and Marcia Stacy and in particular, Julie Patan, who took on the position of co-chair during 2020, as well as 
Sonja Waller, our Office Administrator. 
 
I am thrilled that Julie will be taking over the leadership of this committee, bringing new energy and ideas. As 
well, thanks go to Jan Fraser and Thornhaven Estate Winery for supplying the wine for the gallery’s opening 
receptions and Danny Evanishen for being our server for these events. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Gibbs 
SCAC Gallery Co-Chair 
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20. COOL ARTS REPORT - NEW PROGRAM 
 
Cool Arts Society  
Proposal for Satellite Program at the Summerland Arts & Cultural Centre 
 
After several email messages and phone calls, I met via Zoom with Rachael Jones, executive director of the 
Cool Arts Society in Kelowna, BC. They are based out of the Rotary Centre for the Arts and have a designat-
ed studio in that building.  Cool Arts has been operating art programs for adults with developmental disa-
bilities for nearly 20 years and have the knowledge and experience to assist the SCAC plan and initiate a 
similar program in Summerland. There are very few local opportunities for those with diverse abilities and 
the SCAC has the potential to develop, in cooperation with Cool Arts, programming geared specifically to-
ward this group of people. 
 
This program is not a money-making venture as participants are charged a nominal fee of $3.00 - $5.00. 
This is programming that the SCAC will offer to a segment of our community who have many challenges 
and not a lot of funds available to enable access to extra-curricular experiences such as art classes. Many 
people with developmental challenges subsist on disability pensions and for that reason, fees will remain 
low.  

 
For a more detailed look at what the Cool Arts Society program offers, please visit this link: 
https://www.coolarts.ca/about-us-2 
 
The timing of upcoming renovations should not be an issue, because if we aim for a fall start date for the 
art classes, that will give us the time to organize and prepare for them. An online component is also a pos-
sibility as that is what is happening in Kelowna currently, due to the pandemic. Hopefully, with vaccina-
tions coming, programming at the arts centre will be on track once again by this fall. 
 
Cool Arts staff will develop a training component for Summerland-based instructors who are interested in 
teaching. There are several instructors that I will be reaching out to including Cheryl Mitten and Deborah 
Love. Their staff will also design the classes for registrants. Amy Bradshaw is the Art Educator and 
Shimshon Obadia is the Exhibitions and Programming Coordinator. Cool Arts has a full complement of in-
structors who are artists, and they will be initially teaching the classes until we are able to supply our own 
qualified instructors. The SCAC has many artists and volunteers who might consider coming onboard as 
instructors in the future. 
 
The only thing the SCAC must supply for the initial launch of the program is the facility itself and of course 
the registrants. Grants secured by the Cool Arts Society will be utilized to pay for program-related expens-
es in Summerland. 
 
Expenses involved, other than the purchase of standard art supplies include specialized equipment such as 
paint brushes with non-typical handle grips, wheelchair accessible/adaptive tables, scissors, and adaptive 
looms. Cool Arts has these supplies, but more would be needed for the Summerland location. Volunteers 
have provided/built some of these items for Cool Arts, and I’m sure we could count on some of our volun-
teers to assist with needed items for our location. John Topham is one person that comes to mind. Quanti-
ties are an unknown right now, but the banquet tables we have will be sufficient for most students. 
 

https://www.coolarts.ca/about-us-2
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20. COOL ARTS REPORT (cont’d) 
 
Cool Arts Society  
Proposal for Satellite Program at the Summerland Arts & Cultural Centre 
 
Other immediate costs would be instructor payments, which would be covered by grant funds secured by 
the Cool Arts Society. 
 
The SCAC would design a marketing campaign and brochures and reach out to organizations such as Inclu-
sion BC, the BC Association for Community Living and School District 67, to promote these classes and gen-
erate registrants. A call to artists will be developed to explain the program and find local artists who are 
interested in volunteering their time to teach different classes and who are willing to take the brief training 
course. 
 
Classes would initially take place once or twice per week during the day, for example 1:00 – 2:00 pm. Dur-
ing non-Covid times, workshops are commonly held one Saturday per month. There should be a maximum 
of 10 students in the classes, as Cool Arts has found, noting that most students are accompanied by par-
ents or respite workers. The nearby location of Memorial Park and the greenspace between the arts centre 
and the museum is ideal for outdoor art classes. Gallery shows are extremely popular and a source of pride 
for students and their families. The SCAC website could present online gallery shows with the pieces for 
sale.  
 
Rachael noted that the Cool Arts Society’s Board of Directors is very much in favour of a “satellite” pro-
gram launch in Summerland. If the SCAC’s Board of Directors is also in favour, then she will research grant 
opportunities that will enable the Cool Arts Society to support the Summerland Community Arts Council’s 
inclusion as a satellite location for Cool Arts. If there are any joint grant opportunities, those will be applied 
for. At some point in the next few months, Rachel would be pleased to visit the arts centre. 
 
The SCAC has several avenues to employ to generate financial support for this program including con-
tracting with program specific sponsors, local businesses, and organizations, CFSOS grants, implementing a 
patron program and future support from BC Gaming and the British Columbia Arts Council. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sonja Waller 
Administrator 
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MINUTES Summerland Community Arts Council AGM 22 February 2020 at 1:00 pm  
  
Location:  Summerland Arts Centre, 9525 Wharton Street, Summerland BC 
Members Present: Jo Freed, Betty-Ann Xenis, Bonnie Nesbitt, Denise DeLeeuw, Janet Peake, Laurie Weir 
Members Absent: Peter Hay 
Staff Present: Sonja Waller 
 
 
 
MEETING 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 1:06 pm.  Betty-Ann confirmed that we have a quorum, which is 5 voting 
members. 
 
2.  ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA  
 Motion: To accept agenda of the 2020 AGM. 
 Moved: Betty Cansdale 
 Seconded: Doug Holmes 
 MOTION CARRIED 
 
3.  ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES OF 2019 AGM 
 Motion:  To accept the minutes of the 2019 AGM 
 Moved:  Susan Scott 
 Seconded: Ruth Manning 
 MOTION CARRIED 
 
4.  MOTION TO APPOINT ACCOUNTANT 
 
 Motion: To appoint Daryl Swetlishoff from Grant Thornton as the SCAC  accountant. 
 Moved:  Bonnie Nesbitt 
 Seconded:  Janet Peake 
 MOTION CARRIED 
 
5.  DISCUSSION OF REPORTS 
 
Banner program:  Janet commented that the way we are currently doing it with the support of the District is 
creating good buzz, it is a good opportunity.  We want to thank the District for their support.  Betty-Ann 
commented that we are waiting for the District to decide what the banner program will look like this year.  
She also mentioned that we have product with the banner images on them and they can be ordered online. 
Art Gallery report:  Dianne says that Susan Gibbs is stepping down, this is very major as she has been part of 
the Gallery Committee for 20 years.  She has been trying to teach other people how to do the job but no-
body has taken it on.  There is a potential gap coming, she would like us to find someone who can do that 
job.  Dianne will keep on the committee as long as she can. 
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Culture Days:  Betty-Ann commented that Culture Days will be working with Fall Fair committee this year, 
they are happening concurrently.  We are excited, there is great synergy there. 
Education Committee:  We would like to recognized Jean’s hard work with the children’s programming for 
the committee, especially with the Summer Arts Program. 
 
Gift Gallery:  We have an online component to our physical store now. 
 
Grants and Fundraising:  Betty-Ann mentioned the Comedy Fundraiser.  There has been no word on the 1.2-
million-dollar grant that the District applied for and we supported for the renovations.  There are some 
questions around what happens with the $250,000 that has been held in abeyance. The Building Committee 
has been working with the architect to design the renos in stages so that we can manage the first phase of 
the renos with the money we have. 
 
Management Agreement:  Susan Scott wants to know if there is any timeline on completing the manage-
ment agreement.  Betty-Ann answered that approximately 2 months ago we received more specific direc-
tion from Council, we will have a joint agreement between Arts Council and District as how to run the build-
ing.   
 
Music in the Park: In planning stages, we have our first sponsor and are looking for more. 
Stash Bash:  Working on when it will be.  There is the potential that we will have stuff from the storage 
space that we can put in the Stash Bash—we have just received permission from Council to sell things in 
storage. 
 
Strategic Directions:  Thanks to Brandy Maslowski we did strategic planning.  We are still working on plans 
and are referring to that as we build for future.  Laurie thanked the authors of the Strategic Directions docu-
ment as it has been used as the foundation for several grants. 
Spring Fashion Show:  Pharmasave and Susan Lopatecki are in the show, it will be May 6.   
Arts Palette:  We appreciate the work David does on our newsletter. 
 
 Motion:  Acceptance of Reports 
 Moved:  Toni Boot 
 Seconded:  Betty Cansdale 
 MOTION CARRIED 
 
6.  SPECIAL MOTIONS 
These special motions require 2/3 acceptance to pass. 
 
 Motion:  There shall be an Annual General Meeting of the Council within sixty  (60) days of the 
fiscal year end.  The Annual General Meeting shall meet at the call of the President.  Members must be 
advised of the meeting not less than fourteen (14) days before the date of the meeting. 
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RETURNING BOARD MEMBERS FOR 2021 
Laurie Weir 
Janet Peake 
Sonja Waller 
 
BOARD MEMBERS STEPPING DOWN IN 2021 
Denise DeLeeuw 
Grace Weidman 
Julie Patan 
Lisa Sanders 
Alanna Cork 
 
2021 NOMINEES 
 
Betty Ann Xenis 
Betty-Ann has been an indispensable and hard-working board member and past president of the Summerland 
Community Arts Council. She has been an essential and creative member of the SCAC, and has also taken on 
publicity and marketing duties, updating the website and other social media as needed.  Her interests lie in 
administration and public relations and we are grateful that she is letting her name stand again this year. 
 
Susan McIver 
Susan would bring experience in non-profit organizations and a lifelong interest in the arts to 
the board of the Summerland Community Arts Council. Most recently, she has been a board 
member for Pathways Addiction Resource Centre, Agur Lake Camp Society, and the 
Summerland Fall Fair. Her main contributions to these groups have been in publicity, marketing 
and fund raising. Previously, she was publicist and chair for Women-In-Crisis which operates a 
rape crisis center and a shelter for abused women in Wellington County, Ontario. As a coroner 
for 10 years and a free-lance writer, she became well acquainted with the South Okanagan. 
Susan has been a resident of Summerland for 20 years and reported on council and other 
community activities for 15 of those years. Her interest in the arts date from grade 8 when she 
was one of the winners of an art contest for the state of California. Although she became a 
scientist rather than an artist, as was her early ambition, she has been a supporter of the arts in 
a variety of ways. She is the author of two books on patient safety and has written hundreds of 
articles in magazines and newspapers. Currently, she is completing a book about an unsolved 
murder in her family. 
 
Erin Creagh 
I am writing to express interest in joining the Board of Directors for the Summerland Community Arts Council. 
Upon reviewing the 2019 Work Plan, I noted my skill sets are complementary to the goals and objectives that 
are a priority for the organization, specifically Goal 1: Funding and Granting Tasks. This position is very appeal-
ing to me as I was seeking non-profit board opportunities that are focused on the community in which I reside, 
where I could add value. My educational background includes two accounting designations (CGA, CPA) and a 
MBA. I have over 15 years of applied business experience in various industries including Municipal Govern-
ment, First Nation, and Banking. I currently teach Accounting at Okanagan College (undergrad) and CPA (post 
graduate studies). To support the Summerland Community Arts Council, I can add value in the following areas: 

Financial analysis, budgeting, and full cycle financial reporting. Grant research and writing and finding other 
means to strengthen revenues streams. Development of business management tools. Strategic planning 
including internal/ external environment assessment. Business case development/analysis, stakeholder in-
terviews and sensitivity analysis. This opportunity is exciting as I strongly feel the arts help define the culture of 
a region and if granted, I look forward to making a contribution to the arts and culture of Summerland.  
Sincerely, E Creagh Erin Creagh, CPA, CGA, MBA  
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2020 BOARD NOMINEES  (cont’d) 
 
Chelsey Baron 
I graduated from UBCO in 2014 with a BA in Political Science, specializing in International Relations and Phil-
osophical Ethics. In 2015, I completed Okanagan College’s TESL certification and practicum. Since then, I 
have mostly worked in customer service—from generic fast food shift work, to dealing Blackjack and Poker 
professionally and supporting adults through addiction and mental health crisis's as a community support 
worker for the John Howard Society. I currently work as the Digital Marketing and eCommerce Manage-
ment intern for ArtVine and BeadTrails. I’m developing these skills to launch my own company—PS Digital 
Tradition—to   pursue a career in content marketing, basic web design and ecommerce management. 
Outside of work, I’ve been trying to refocus on the arts. Previously, I took on the BC Youth writer’s Camp 
and renamed it “Write for the Summer.” It’s had a few years of hiatus, but I’m looking to start it up again in 
this new post-Covid world. I’m also reteaching myself how to draw, paint and write, both to build up my 
portfolio and support my wellness. 
I’m specifically interested in helping the Summerland Arts Council transition and thrive into digital spaces. I 
love this community and its passion for the arts - I want to help our independent creators and art-based 
small businesses as much as possible. It’s genuinely a very exciting opportunity to join the board; I grew up 
here and most of my first art classes were organized and supported by the Summerland Arts Council. Seems 
like this  opportunity is a fitting way to give back. On the side, I’m also planning on becoming more involved 
with the SDOA and the Summerland Toyokoro Sister City Society. 
 
Julia Nada Hildebrand 
The Summerland Community Arts Council has a responsibility to curate cultural awareness for our commu-
nity and our visitors. I am committed to working together with the arts council members, volunteers and 
partners to facilitate local cultural expression through arts and cultural programming. With an emphasis on 
community engagement and a combination of direct and indirect service delivery with community partners, 
I believe we can build on the growing support for arts and cultural development in Summerland. 
I am a lifelong learner who learns quickly, continuously taking courses for personal and employment devel-
opment. I offer a Degree in Recreation and Leisure Studies (focus on administrative services) and a Business 
Administration (Hospitality) Diploma. In 2018, I received certificates in Red Cross Standard First Aid and CPR 
(with AED). This year I plan to learn Adobe Publishing, communication platforms and story maps. 
 
Petra Holler 
I have extensive experience volunteering and working for non-profit arts organizations, including the Penticton 
Art Gallery, the Penticton and District Community Arts Council, the Sanctuary for Independent Media (Troy, NY), 
the Ethnocultural Art Histories Research Group (Montreal, QC) and Arts Matter Festival (Montreal). In fact, dur-
ing high school, I did two years of work experience courses at the Summerland Arts Council? I have co-organized 
many community and fundraising events, such as the Annual Art Auction and Soup Bowls fundraisers at the 
Penticton Art Gallery as well as performance events at diverse venues in the Okanagan and Montreal.  
I have several skillsets that would be of use to the SCAC, including: 
• Event, fundraiser and workshop coordination 
• Curation and exhibition installation 
• Sponsorship and donation seeking 
• Volunteer recruitment and coordination 
• Social media promotion and website maintenance 
• Archives and database management (i.e. Permanent collections, press and member databases) 
• Graphic design and publication production 
• Strategizing community engagement and anti-oppression practices. 
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