
 

PURPOSE 
To establish safe operating procedures for incidents where thermal imaging cameras are used. 

PROCEDURE 
Size-up/assessment of Conditions 

A. A Thermal Imaging Camera (TIC) may provide information of heat and fire locations 
during size-up that may assist the IC in determining the strategy and formulating the 
incident action plan. Examples may include:  

1. Identifying the seat of the fire. 
2. Identifying spreading or changing conditions. 

3. Identifying critical building construction features. 

4. Identifying conditions that may threaten structural integrity. 
Safety Considerations and Checklist 

A. A TIC is not considered intrinsically safe and therefore should not be used in 
environments with explosive atmospheres or flammable gases. 

B. A TIC may enhance personnel accountability, but shall not replace a formalized 
accountability system. 

C. A TIC should not replace standard operating procedures and safe firefighting 
practices/principles, or safety procedures.  

D. Personnel using the TIC should not rely solely on the device for orientation in obscured 
visibility situations. 

E. Firefighters should not enter into an IDLH environment with less than a fully charged 
battery in the camera, and should always operate in a team of at least two members.  
Precautions should be taken to avoid crew separation. 

F. Personnel must understand and utilize the concept of air management to avoid 
penetrating farther into a structure using a TIC than safe air supply allows. 

Operational Guidelines 

A. The TIC will be operated in accordance with the instruction manual, which will be 
located at each station where a camera will be in service. 

B. A TIC should be deployed in situations where personnel are operating in visibly 
obscured environments, or where the environment may rapidly become visibly 
obscured. 

C. Any request for use of the TIC by other than Bend Fire & Rescue personnel shall be 
determined by the Duty Chief. 

D. All personnel shall operate the camera in a safe and responsible manner at all times. 
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