
STANDPIPE OPERATIONS 

 

PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this policy is to establish a standard approach to dealing with high-rise building 
fires so that fire department personnel will operate in a safe and controlled manner. 
 
POLICY 
 Fires in high-rise buildings are low-frequency labor-intensive events that require special tactics, 
equipment, and knowledge. These fires present significant management, logistical, and safety 
problems. The size and complexity of the interior spaces, the enclosed nature of the hazard area, 
and the limited and sometimes difficult access to the fire area all contribute to the problems faced 
by suppression forces. The serious life hazard to occupants and firefighters, endangered by fire 
and smoke and presented with limited evacuation options, allows little room for error or 
disorganization. 

 

Definitions: 
 

 
 High-Rise Building - The generally recognized definition of a high-rise building is any building 
more than 75 feet tall, however, the Bend Fire Department has identified the fact that there are 
many buildings within our response area that do not meet this definition but that will require the 
same command structure and tactics. Therefore, for the purpose of this policy the Bend Fire 
Department shall treat any building with more than three floors above ground level as a high-rise 
building. The information outlined in this policy may be adapted for use at fires other than those 
involving high-rise buildings as the Incident Commander deems appropriate. 

 

High-Rise Pack - The high-rise pack consists of pre-assembled bundles of 1 ¾” hose utilized for 
firefighting operations from standpipes in high-rise and other standpipe equipped buildings.  
The high-rise pack is divided into two separate bundles:  
 
 
Standpipe Kit - The standpipe kit is a tool bag containing the necessary equipment to perform 
standpipe firefighting operations.  

Standpipe Kit contents: 30  a ngle  e lbow, in-line pressure gauge, 1.5” to 2.5” increaser, Two 
spanner wrenches.   
 

PROCEDURE  
 

 


