
 

PURPOSE 
To establish safe operating procedures to support effective structural firefighting operations 
where sprinkler systems have been installed. 

PROCEDURE 
 

A. Connect to sprinkler systems with the 2nd in engine company.  Engine should obtain 
independent water source. 

B. Pumping should not begin before a survey reveals if the system is malfunctioning or is 
operating properly in response to a fire. 

C. Make sure the control valve is open. 

D. Ascertain the location or zone of fire, presence of broken pipes, and the number of 
operating heads if possible.  Most fires are held in check by a few operating sprinkler 
heads and most property damage is caused by water. 

E. Connect 2 1/2" to 5" stortz coupling to the FDC. 

F. Connect 5" line from the system to the engine and from engine to hydrant. 

G. Pump 150 psi to the FDC. 
H. Monitor pump water temperature. 

a. NOTE - a 1500 GPM pumper can supply 75-100 sprinkler heads.  Use a second 
pumper to the FDC, if needed.  Use a separate water hydrant from a different 
feeder line for each pumper when possible.  Each head will flow @ approximately 
15 GPM.  

Operational Guidelines 

A. Sprinkler Control Valve 

1. Station a firefighter with a portable radio, forcible entry tools, bolt cutters, SCBA, 
etc., at the sprinkler control valves in order to monitor operation and turn them off  
upon order from the Incident Commander. 

B. Salvage 

1. Start salvage operations early. 

2. Very little suppression is necessary at sprinkler controlled fires.  The use of 
salvage covers and/or water chutes, dams, pumps, water vacs, squeegees, etc., 
may be needed. 

C. Overhaul 

1. A pumper should remain connected to the sprinkler system (even if not actively 
pumping) until released by the incident commander. 

2. The system should be protected from freezing and the heating system restored 
as soon as possible by the building representative. 

D. Restoration 
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a. BFD is not responsible for restoring the system back into operation.  

Seeing that it is restored is our responsibility. 

b. Replacing a few sprinkler heads, stopping water flow with shutoffs or 
wedges, and draining dry systems may be ordered by the IC. 

c. Inform the Fire Marshall and dispatch when the system is not in an 
operable condition. 

2. Building Representative 

a. A building representative will be notified of the incident and directed to 
restore the sprinkler system as soon as possible. 

b. Building representative may be required to post a fire watch until sprinkler 
system is restored. 

 

 


	UPURPOSE
	UPROCEDURE

