
 

PURPOSE 
To establish guidelines for identifying and marking on-scene safety hazards and ensure that 
on-scene personnel are kept a safe distance from identified hazards that could cause serious 
injury or death. 

PROCEDURE 
1. The responder that first identifies an imminent hazard will immediately notify the 

Incident Commander of the hazard.  The notification will identify the hazard, its 
location and the risk it may pose if not immediately known.  The supervisor should 
make every effort to triage the hazard with the reporting responder and report the 
hazard to Command. 

2. Upon receiving a report of an imminent hazard, Command will call an “Emergency 
Traffic” announcement over the radio and identify the hazard, its location, risk, and 
safety measures in place. 

A. Hazards that are found, but are not imminently dangerous, should be reported to the 
Incident Commander who will then announce the hazard to all operating personnel 
through a “general safety message”. 

3. The responder reporting the hazard will remain at the hazard (when possible) to keep 
others away until personnel can tape it off. 

4. The hazard will be taped off using red and white striped hazard tape marked 
“DANGER”. The “DANGER” tape should only be used to identify on-scene unmarked 
hazards.  If necessary cones may be used to secure the “DANGER” tape.  Yellow 
“Fire Line” tape may not be used to mark hazards to scene personnel. 

5. Red and white glow sticks may be used during nighttime or low light operations in 
order to bring attention and better mark the hazard. 

6. Every effort should be made to mark all points of accessibility are properly marked 
and secured. 

7. In the event of downed power lines: 
A. All power lines shall be treated as charged until the power company verifies they are not 

live.   

B. Taped areas should be a safe distance away to allow for unanticipated movement of the 
power lines. 

C. Even though lines may not be charged it is important to operate as if they are live. 

8. After hazard tape has been put in place no responder will cross the tape or work 
inside the hazard area until the hazard has been removed or mitigated and the 
hazard tape has been removed. 
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