
APPARATUS SIGNALS 

 

PURPOSE 
To establish safe operating procedures for use when assisting operator with movement of 
apparatus. 

PROCEDURE  
 

1. Responsibilities: 

a. It is the driver’s responsibility to have a spotter assist when maneuvering in 
tight locations or backing the apparatus. 

a. It is the spotter’s responsibility to know what the driver intends to do. 

b. It is the Officer’s responsibility to insure these rules are followed in a safe 
and complete manner. 

2. Operator: 

a. Remember safety is first. 
b. Keep mirrors clean and adjusted for correct visibility. 

c. Use a spotter. 

d. Signal with horn and lights to warn other personnel, motorist and pedestrians. 

e. Back slowly. 
f. Utilize a second spotter for front end clearance if needed. 

g. DO NOT MOVE if spotter is not visible in front of you or in your mirrors. 

3. Spotters: 

a. Remember safety is first. 

b. Spotter will be visible in the drivers left rear view mirror, unless the situation 
dictates otherwise. 

c. Know what the driver intends to do. 

d. DO NOT stand directly behind a moving vehicle. 

e. DO NOT shine light in operator’s mirror except as a last resort to stop. 

f. Utilize wireless headsets for voice communications. 
4. Signals: 

a. Move Toward  

1. Arms parallel to ground at chest height with palms facing up. 

2. Move hands and forearms back towards you. 
3. Repeat until in place. 

b. Move Away 

1. Arms at sides of body, with palms facing out. 

2. Bend arms at elbows, moving hands and forearms out. 
3. Repeat until in place. 
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c. Move Left  

1. Hold left hand straight out at shoulder height to point direction of turn. 

2. Starting at the side of the body, the right hand completes a 90 degree 
arc, up to the pointing hand. 

d. Move Right 

1. Hold right hand straight out at shoulder height to point direction of turn. 

2. Starting at the side of the body, the left hand completes a 90 degree 
arc, up to the pointing hand. 

e. Stop  

1. Cross forearms above head with clenched fists. 

f. Attention Getter 

1.  Briskly wave and cross forearms over head. 
g. Slow Down 

1. Hold arms out to sides at shoulder height with clenched fists and 
thumbs extended downward. 

2. Lower arms in a sharp downward movement. 

NOTE: Night time – Hold flashlights when signaling 

NOTE: Above signals can be used for traffic control.  *An Officer or the operator of a single-
person apparatus may authorize backing without a spotter during a code three response.  
At other times when as spotter is not available, get out of vehicle before moving and make 
a walk-around, checking for pedestrians and obstacles. 

 

PASSENGER ASSISTED TRAFFIC ALERT 

1. Passenger can often alert the operator of hard to see traffic. 
2. Ultimate responsibility remains with the driver. 

3. Communication 

a. TRAFFIC – cross traffic approaching, driver may use own discretion to proceed. 

b. CLEAR – no cross traffic noted, proceed as per normal. 
c. STOP – Do not proceed. 

 


