
Useful Phrases for Oral Exams 
 
Phrases to use when… 
 

You’re presenting Hello everyone, thanks for coming. 
I’d like to begin by… 
To start with, I’m going to… 
First/firstly/first of all… 
Next… 
I’d now like to… 
Finally… 
To sum up… 
In conclusion… 
Thanks very much for listening. 

Talking about numbers and data A/the majority… 
A/the minority… 
An equal number of… 
Over/under half/a third/a quarter/(four) 
percent of… 
Less/more than…percent… 
Fewer/more than…people… 
One in two/three/twenty people… 

Starting a conversation Okay.. 
Well… 

Taking up a turn in the 
conversation/introducing a new thought 

Well… 
So… 

Conceding But… 
However… 
Despite this/that… 
That (being) said… 
Having said that… 

Giving examples For example… 
For instance… 

Contrasting On the one hand…/On the other hand… 
Whereas… 
In contrast… 

Buying time Let me think… 
I’m not sure… 
I suppose… 

Explaining a result or consequence 
 

So… 
As a result… 
Consequently… 

Returning to a previous topic or thought Going back to… 
If I could just return to the subject of… 
As I was saying earlier… 



Giving your opinion In my opinion… 
I think (that)… 
I firmly/strongly believe (that)… 
It seems to me (that)… 
To my mind… 
I’d like to point out that… 
The way I see it is… 

You’re saying something unexpected or 
surprising 

Actually… 
As a matter of fact… 

Returning to the main topic Anyway… 
Asking for clarification What do you mean? 

Could you explain that? 
Could you explain that? 

Making things clearer by re-phrasing I mean… 
What I mean is… 
To put it another way… 
In other words… 

Generalising 
 

In general… 
Generally speaking… 

Moving off topic By the way… 
Incidentally… 

Making suggestions We could… 
What/how about…? 
Why don’t we…? 

Making decisions Agreed. 
Okay, that’s settled/decided. 
Let’s agree to… 

Asking for others’ opinions 
 

So, what do you think? 
What’s your opinion? 
Any thoughts/ideas? 

Agreeing I agree. 
Absolutely. 
I’m with you on that. 

Disagreeing I’m not convinced. 
I disagree. 
The way I see it is… 

Showing surprise Really? 
You’re joking! 
I don’t believe it! 

Dealing with unknown words I’m not sure what it’s called but it’s… 
It’s a bit like a… 
It’s a type of…/a sort of…/kind of… 
It’s made of… 
It’s used to…/It’s used for  

 


